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Friend Clu hat a ſerious: charge does 
MI. Froſt make againſt you,. Sir, Tele 
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IS a reſpectable character; and your anti- 4 
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| Tur Publiſher makes no apology for the delay of he 
account of this trial. His object was not to gratify the 
tranſient curioſity of the preſent day, but to preſent to his 
countrymen the faithful record of a tranſaction which impli- 
cates ſome of their moſt material intereſts, Truth and ac- 
euracy were what he chiefly ſtudied. He wiſhes thatſeveral 
of his cotemporaries, who have likewiſe exhibited an ac- 
count of this trial, had been actuated by the ſame principles, 


le is greatly indebted to ſeveral gentlemen, who liberally 
furniſhed him with notes of the evidence. In particular, 
he begs leave to expreſs his warmeſt acknowledgements to 
Mr. Moffat, the friend of Mr, Muir, who attended him in 
the court, From the peculiar ſituation of the Publiſher, it 

would be improper in him to ſpeak of Mr. Muir himſelf, 
3 | #4] 


It is ſufficient to ſay, that at his 
to look over the notes which were taken of the ſpeech 
delivered to the Jury, and he has the authority of that gen- 


REY tleman for declaring, that he believes that the account 


given of that ſpeech, is as accurate as could poſlibly be 
preſented, of what was to all evidently delivered without 
previous preparation, and entirely ted by the circum- 
; ſtances which occurred in the courſe of the trial, and 
wich came out in the evidence. 5 5 
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THOMAS UR Bj. 


.--» YOUNGER, OF HUNTERSHILL, 


1 


Tur Members of the Court of Juſticiary aſſembled preciſely. at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon. Mr. Muir, who had obtained his liberation 
upon bail, foon afterwards appeared, and placed himſelf at the bar. 
His Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt, was then in the 
uſual form called againſt the Pannel. Mr. Muir was deſired” by the 
Lord Juſtice Clerk to liſten to the Indiftment - againſt him, which was 
to be read immediately by the Clerk of the Court. CE 


e . 


* 


« GEORGE, Ec. ' WHEREAS is humbly meant * complained 
to us by our right truſty Rox ET Dundas, Eſq. of Arniſton, our 
Advocate for our intereſt, upon THOMAS MUIR, younger, of 
Hunterſhill, THAT, by the laws of this and every other well-goyerned 
realm, the wickedly and feloniouſly exciting, by means of SEDI- 


TIOUS SPEECHES and HARANGUES,' a ſpirit of diſſoyalty and 


diſaffection to the King and the Eſtabliſhed Govetnment; MORE 
ESPECIALLY, when ſuch ſpeeches aud harangues are addreſſed to 


1 or eee of N. brought n no lawful 
B Sree 8 


for Reform,” < or boxe ſome ſuch name, (and both of which ſocieties 


[es | 
authority; and uttered by one who, is the chief Inſtrument of 


together ſuch Meetings; ; "AS "ALSO, the wickedly and feloniouſly 
ADVISING and EXHORTING perſons to purchaſe and peruſs 


ſeditious and wicked publications and writings, calculated to produce 
' a ſpirit of difloyalty and diſaffection to the King and Government; 


AS ALSO, the wickedly and felonieuſty DISTRIBUTING or 
CIRCULATING any ſeditious writing or publication of the tendency 
aforeſaid; or the © SING to diffribute gr circulate any ſuch ſedi. 


tious writing or pub cation : AS ALSO, the wiekedly and feleniouſly 


PRODUCING and READING ALOUD, in à public meeting or 
convocation of perſons, a ſeditious and inflammatory writing, tending 


to produce in the minds of the people a ſpirit of inſurrection and of 


oppoſition to the Eſtabliſhed Government: AND, the PUBLICLY 


| APPROVING of, and RECQMMENPING, in ſaid, megting, ſuch 


ſeditioug and inflammatory writing, are all and each, or one or other 
ef them, crimes of an heinous nature, dangerous to the public peace, 


and ſeverely puniſhabte: YET TRUE IT 1s, AND OF VERITY, 


that the ſaid Thomas Muir is guilty aQor, art and part, of all and 


each, or one or other, of the ſaid crimes, aggravated as aforeſaid : IN 
SO FAR AS on the 3d day of November, 2792, or on one or other, 
of the days of that month, or of October immediately preceding, or 


of December immediately following, the faid Thomas Muir having 
been preſent at a meeting in the town of Kirkintilloch, pariſh cf 


KirkintIloch, and county 6f Dunharton, denominated, . A Society 


© for Reform,” or bearing ſome ſuch name; and alſo, having ſome 
during the courſe of the ſaid month of November afare ſad, 


| been preſent at another meeting at Miltoun, pariſh. of Campſie, and 


_—_ Stirling, which meeting was alſo denominated,-*. A Society 


above-mentioned the fait Thomas Muir was the chief, mean. of inſti- 
tuting and forming); he did, at times and places aforeſaid, with 


wicked and ſeditious intention, addreſs and haranghe the ſaid meet. 


ings; in Which ſpeeches and harangues, the ſaid Thomas Muir did 


| ſeditiouſly endeavour to repreſent the Goverument of this country | 


as oppreſſive and tyrännical, and the Legiſlative Body of the ſtate as 
yenal and corrupt, particularly. by inſtituting a cenipariſen. between 
the pretended exiſtivg Government of France and. ihe Conflitution of 

Great Britain, with relpect to the enpenees neceflury for carrying on 
the funktions of Governinent] he endeavoured to vilify the Monar- 


Cel part of the "conſtitution, and to repreſent it as uſeleſs, cum- 


N + AT" LEAST, the did Thomas Muir dd 


by: uſe 


i b 


131 
uſe words and arguments of the above ſeditious tendency and import. 
FURTHER, the' faid Thomas Muir did, ſome time during the courſe 
of September, October, or November, 1792, in the town of Gl 
gow in the county of Lanark, Kirkintilloch in the pariſh of -Kirkin- 
tilloch, and county of Dunbarton, and Miltong in the pariſh of 
Camplie and county of Stirling aforeſaid, and elſewhere; wickedly 


and feloniouſly exhort and adviſe ſeveral perſons to purchaſe aud 


peruſe various ſeditious pamphlets and writings z PARTICULARLY, 
the ſaid Thomas Muir did, ſome time in the months aforeſaidy within 
his father's houſe at Glaſgow aforeſaid, or ſome other place to the 


Public Proſecutor unknown, wickedly and felonioully adviſe and 


exhort John Muir, ſenior, late hatter in Glaſgow, Thomas Wilſon, 


barber in Glaſgow, and John Barclay, reſiding in the pariſh of Calder - 


and county of Lanark, to read Paine's Rights of Man, aud to pur- 


chaſe the ſame; which book or pamphlet, entitled Paine Nights of 


Man, is a moſt wicked and ſeditious publication, calculated to vilify 
the Conſtitution. of this country, to produce a ſpirit of infurredtion 
among the people, and to ſtir them up to acts of outrage and oppoſition 
to the Eſtabliſhed Government. FURTHER, the ſaid Thomas Muir 
did, in the courſe of the months of September, October, or Novem- 
ber aforeſaid, wickedly and feloniouſly diitribute and circulate, or 
cauſe to be diſtributed and circulated, in the towns of Glaſgow, Kirkin- 
tilloch, and Miltoun aforeſaid, and at Lennoxtoun in the ſaid pariſm 


of Campſie and county of Stirling, or elſewhere, a number af ſeditious 


and inflammatory writings or pamphlets; particularly..a book or 


* 


| Hoe entituled, The Works of Thomas Paine, Eſq. Alſo; a 3 7 


ting or publication entituled, A Declaration of Rights, and am 


Addreſs to the People, approved of by a number of the Friends 
of Reform in Paiſley;“ Alſo, a paper or publication entituled, A 
© Dialogue betwixt the Governors and the Governed; Alfo, a paper 
or publication entituled, The Patriot: Particularly, the faid; 
Thomas Muir did, ſome time in the months of October or November 
aforeſaid, at Kirkintilloch aforeſaid, or at ſome other place to the 
Public Proſecutor unknown, wickedly and feloniouſiy deliver and 
put into the hands of Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkintilloch, x 


ſeditious book or pamphlet entituled, The Works of Thomas Paine, 


« Efq.* which the ſaid Henry Freeland carried away with him; which 
book or pamphlet, along with the other wicked, ee and men 
e es contains the following : Þ 


I 


6) 
nnn 13. ks e ee eee 


© of the ſins of the Jews, for which a curſe in _— TD NG 
« againſt them. | 
P. 20. In ſhorty. Monarchy and fucteon We. laid not this or 
4 that kingdom only, but the world, in blood and aſhes ; it is a form of 
Government which the Word of God _ mf ads GY and 
© blood will attend it. | 
. 21. © Why is the Conſtitution of England nekly, eee | 
© Monarchy hath RA the Ropublic * Crown * — 


6 IE IIS. | 
In England, a King hath Little more to do than to make var, Bo 


.4 20; give away places; which in plain terms is to impoveriſh the nation, 

and ſet it together by the ears. A pretty buſineſs indeed for a man 
to be allowed eight hundred thouſand pounds ſterling a year for, 
and worſhipped into the bargain! Of more worth is one honeſt man 
© to ſociety, and in the ſight of God, ow ay the crowned ruffians 
« that ever lived. 

P. 78. What are the reſent governments in ne but a bene 
of iniquity and oppreſſion! What is that of England? Do not its 
on inhabitants ſay it is a market where every man has his price, and 
here corruption is common traffic, at the expence of a deluded 
people No wonder then that the French Revolution is traduced. 
F. 85. Zut the ſecond head, that of à nation eſtabliſhing a parti- 
« cular family with hereditary powers, does not preſent itſelt as deſpo- 
tiſm, on the firſt reflection; but, if men will permit a ſecond re- 

4 flection to take place, and carry that reflection forward but one re- 
move out of their own perſons. to that of their offspring, they vill 
then ſee that hereditary ſucceſſion becomes in its conſequences the 
« ſame deſpotiſm to others which they. reprobate it for themſelves. _ 

FP. 36. lt operates to preclude the conſent of e ſucceeding gene · 
4 ration, and the precluſion of conſent is deſpotiſm. 

Fe LL p. 30. * All hereditary government is in its haturetyranny. 

An heritable crown, or an heritable throne, or by whatever fahciful 
© name ſuch things may be called, have no other ſignificant explana- 
<. tion, than that mankind are heritable property. To inherit a go- 
« yernment is to inherit the people, as if they; were flocks and herds. 

P. 31 The act called the Bill of Rights, comes here into view. 
What is it but a bargain which the parts of the government made 
« with each other to divide powers, profits, and privileges? You ſhall 
have ſo much, and I ſhall have the reſt; and with reſpect to the na- 


tion, it ſaid, for we ore YOU ſball bade the right of petitjoning. 
1 This 


(11. 


© This: being the aſe, the Bill of f Rights is more properly a mer 
Wrongs, and of inſult. 


P. 54. The attention of the Wente ot England bor 1 W 


ther chooſe to call it by this name, than the Engliſh government) ap- 


« pears, ſince its political connection with Germany, to have been fo 


completely engroſſed and abſorbed by foreign affairs, and the means 
« of raiſing taxes, that it ſeems to exiſt for no other purpoſes. Do- 


« meſtic concerns are neglected; and * reſpect to " regular” tai, : 


« there is ſcarcely ſuch a thing. 


P. 126. © The time is not very diſtant nt Digs will laugh at 
© itſelf for ſending to Holland, Hanover, Zell, or Brunſwick, for men, 5 
« at the expenee of a million a- year, who underſtood neither her laws, 


© her language, nor her intereſt, and whoſe capacities would" ſcarcely 


© have fitted them for the office. of a pariſh conſtable. If goyernment - 


could be truſted to ſuch hands, it muſt be ſome eaſy and ſimple thing 


indeed, and materials fit for all the Purpoſdy! TO . 


© town and vey 1 in be cg 


©, AND the ſaid Thomas Muir did, ſome time 10 Oober ids | 


aforeſaid, within his own or his father's houſe at-Hunterſhill, in the 
county. of Lanark, or at ſome other place to the Publie Proſecutor 
unknown, wickedly and feloniquſly put into the hands of William 
Muir, weaver in Kirkintilloch, eleven numbers of a ſeditious book ur 


pamphlet, entituled, The Patriot, which the ſaid William Muir car. | 
| Tied away with him, and kept poſſeſſion of; and which book or pam- ; 


Phlet contained among others the following ſeditious paſſages: 
' » Parriot, No. V. p. 168 and 169. They have loſt the diſtinguiſhing 
character between freedom and ſlaves; they have loſt the diſtinguiſh- 
ing character of Engliſhmen } They have loſt what the moſt tyrannical 
« Kings of England would never force from them! They have, in a 


great meaſure, loſt what their forefathers ſpent their blood and trea - 


* ſure to defend - the greateſt jewel that any people can poſſeſs—their 
© conſtitutional and natural liberty—their birth- right and inheritance 
derived from God and nature! They have loſt the conſtitutional 
* means of redreſs for all their grievances! What: is it indeed they 
© have not loſt by that hated ſeptennial law, which has fettered down 
© the elective power of the people, like a dog to a manger, who is only 
* ſuffered to go abroad once in ſeven years for an airing l?! 

No, VI. p. 184 and 185. * Rouſe then, ye Britons! Awake from the 


© lumbering ſtate of apathy in which you have ſo long ſuffered your. 


c ſelyes ingloriouſly to remain * 28 eyes to che i injuries qr 
have 


* 


1 


= 


[2] 


« have been heaped on you; and Alert your right to have them redrir. 


* fed. Evince to all the world that you are tlie true deſcendants and 
* ſons of your once famed glorious anceſtors ; prove yourſelyes worthy 
5 to/igherit, in its bighelt degree of perfection, that cas ſfipution which 
* they raiſed by their valour; and cemented with their blood : —Raiſe 
+ your voice the voice of the people and found in the ears of Ty. 


n, and their abettors, that you will be free, and you are ſo: That 
voice is the noble, the niighty fer, en pea n at- 


t tempt to gainſay. 
V. MI. þ 313. And what would de os haben) hire 


* thought, if he had hved to hear people no talk of 4 happy and glo- 
: nous conſtitution, evidently built upon corruption, and fypported by 


* peculation4 And what would he have conjectured, had he ſeen a pro- 
* clamation i iued to intimidate and prevent the people from exerciling 


their right of conferring upon, and publiſting their grievances i 
Ae. XII. p. 414. But we ſhould aſk, here, what: is the difference 


| # between a King of England taxing bis fabjects/ withtut'confent of 


Parliament, and taxing them with the conſent of Parliament, which 
£ Parliament the King, or his Miniſter, can influence'as he pleaſes to 
* approve of war or peace, and to vote ſuch ſupplies as may be re. 
4 quired-; no matter how grievous or burdenſome, nor for what baſe 
* ereorrupt purpoies they are granted: One would think that the lat- 
* ter method js equally apprefive, and deſerving of reprobation; for 
+ being done with a ſeeming legality, and under a form and ſemblance 


© of conflifutional procedure, the people are made parties to their own 


oppreſſion, and the greateſt infults are added to the heavieſt injuries.” 


N arg. Here we ſee clearly the origin of the immꝭnſe overgrown = 


_ * Janded property of our race of nobles and rich commoners; à right 
e founded in murder, defolation, rapine, and proſtription of the firſt 


ou ners and-hotders ot the landed property in this kingdom, among 
aur Saxon anceſtors; and by this we may eaſily trace the means by 
ich our nobility are at this moment not only in poſſeſſon of one 


danch of the legiſlature by hereditary claim, but by which the) have 
a monopoliſed, with the addition of a few rich commohers, the 


= anajovity of voice in thi Hatje of Commons, which, ſhame to tell, is bare- 


: eee ee eee 5 


8 called the Repreſentation of the People. This we pledge 
« ourſelves to prove to the ſatisfaction of out readers in the courſe of 


this work, and · indeed of a few more numbers: And the ſald pape: 


« or publication, entituled, A Declaration of Riglits, and Adlreſsto 


R 


* 


ON C1 

« Paiſley,” diſtributed aud circulated as aforeſaid, contained the fi 
lowing paſſages : | | 

Paiſley Declaration, p. 4. © x, Being ſubjeRt to the legiſlation of per- 
« ſons whom other men bave placed over you, it is evident you are de- 
« nied that which is the right of every one, and without which none 
« are free. For to be enflaved, is to have no will of your own in the 
4 choice of thoſe law-makers, which have power over your properties, 
* PA: your tives, and Hiberties. Thoſe who have no votes for 

i electing repreſentatives are not free, as the rights of nature, and the 
« pripciples of our conſtitution, require, dit ERIE IIs 
t ſentatives of thoſe' who have votes.“ | 

4.4. A 
one voice? the voice of united millions demand reform in n. | 
© tional repreſentation.” - ** 

F. 8.10. — cannot be: had wadify we wil te- 
© vert to the firſt principles of our conſtitution, which we have ſo 
' ſhamefully abandoned. '*A government where the executive and 
„ Leginativé power meet in a fingle perſon has no more pretence 
© to freedom; it is pn ns and the people who ſubmit to 
it are in « ſtate of Aer. If the will of the prince mf be lob, in 
' what manner it is announced, whether the mandate iſſue directly from 
* the throne itfelf, or through the medium of the Houſe of Commons, | 
is a matter of indifference. If that aſſembly is no longer the repre- 
1 ſentative of the people, the coaſtitution is changed.. If thoſe men 
© who ate ſaid to repreſent us are only the regifers of the Regal M;, 
the government is degenerated into an abſolute Monarchy. Since 
* elefting a Parliament is dur only ſecurity againſt an arb um power 885 
© in the Crown, nent ee fot andy the common? gh WH 
* the common dug, of all the people.“ 

5 x5. 1 But the evils . 266 wilitea 
in tear and in b, And have they left us aught of liberty but the 5 
name With the poor exception, then, of one year of freedom in 
© ſeven, and that in favour of not ene-ſeventh part of the nation; it is 
* demonſtrated that you are conflantly taxed without being repreſented, 
and compelled o obey laws to. which you never gau ant. Are not 
_ © thele the very definitions of Nlavery ? And, are you not thus degraded 
to a level with the very cattle in the field, and the ſbeep in the fold; 
| © which are à property to thoſe who rule over them, and have no potter 
* 10. why are we bought and ſold ? Why are we yoked and laden 

© with heavy burdens? Why are we fleeced and led to the Maughter ? 
* Demand then with one voice, * 
* making 


* 


l 


« making your own las to which, by the conſtitution and the ans " 
nature, you are entitled; call for the Bill which would reſtore your , 


* laſt conſtitution, and recover your ſtolen rights! Purſue, the only 


_ ©.courle xhich can ever effect any conſiderable reduction of debts and 


taxes, or materially advancet he intereſt of manufactures and com- 
© merce ! In, ſhort, be free, proſperous, and happy l. and give your | 
. poſterity the ſame cauſe to revere your memories, as you aa 
Ny ne org who left v inheritance in a free conſtitu 

tion.“ intent 2361144 1 

And the above. writing or publication, entituled, © A Dialogue be. 
* tween the Governors and the Goyerned, ' diſtributed, and ci 
as aforeſaĩd, contained, among others, the following wa :, 

; 2 * Civil Governors. Fhe law enacts that ye b. i 
ve. 

_-4 People, The law is the general -aill, a new. onder, . A 7 
Cuil Governors. You will be a rebellious people. - 7 RE 
Faaple. Nations cannot revolt; tyrants are the only rebels... $f 
eng me a Bhy; and be commands you is | 


s , * £ ; 


5 « ſubmit. 7 


as 2 The Kingly py Se men in | the 8 who ele one 

<. of, themſelves to execute it for the general good... Kings, therefore, 
are eſſentialiy indiviſible from their nations. The King of ours, 
then, cannot be with you; you only, poſſeſs, his phantom. And the 


_ _ 4 Military Governors ſtepping forward, ſaid, “ The people are timid, 
et us menace n Wer only "0 force. Soldiers, 2 this ine. 


os rabble.” 7 ge 

People. Soldiers, you are hn our own n blood! Will you ſtrike your. 
A If the people periſh, who will maintain the army And 
the ſoldiers . grounding their arms, ſaid, to their chiefs, « We alſo 


x _ 46,are. the people, ve are the enemies of SLND in., * Whereupon 


the Eccleſiaſtical, Governors ſaid, . There is now hut one reſource 


„left. The people are ſuperſtitious; we muſt frighten, them with 


the name of God, and of Religion. Our dearly, a e, 


e God has appointed us to govern you? | 
©; People. Produce to us your heavenly, powers. * 


* Priel. Vou mult have faith, reaſon will 3 — 150 


eagle, Do you govern then without reaſon? 


eee, God ordains peace: Religion ee 4... 


Pale. 1 nun mer, 
be. Fg EPS: p N . 3 |; 
if; Ah In} FH) nies Fig thawing onions ay Jau. | 


gy lr 


In 


os bit. Man is bey bert into dur von vo age, de dee ba 
| # People. Do you then ſet us the example. a ere 
a Priefts. WII you tive without Gods and ao neg" * 
* People. We will live without Tyrants, an chr en yn 4 
FURTHER, TA fajd Thomas Muir having, upon the 1 FO Tath/or 
13th days of December 1792, or on one or other of the days of that 
month, been preſent a at a meeting calling itſelf The Convention of 
2 Delegates of the Afociated Friends of the People,” or aſſuming fome 
| ſuch name; which meeting was held in a room commonly called 
| Laurie's Room, in James's Court, in the City of Edinburgh, he did 
then and there, with a wicked and ſeditious deſign, produce, and read 
aloud to the ſaid meeting, a writing or paper, entituled, ©"Addieſs 
from the Society ot United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to the "Delegates for 
7 promoting a Reform in Scotland.* Which writing e or paper was of 
2 moſt inflammatory and ſeditious tendency, falſely and inf dioully re- 
preſenting the Iriſh and Scotch nations as in a ſtate of downri ht op- 
preſſion, and exciting the people rebelliouſly to riſe up and oppoſe the 
government. And which paper or vriting, among | other pallages, 
contained the following: _- ; 
P. 1. We take the liberty of addreſſing you in the ſpjrit of & civic 
union, in the fellowſhip of a juſt and common cauſe. We greatly 
rejoice that the ſpirit of freedom moves over the ſurface of Scotland, 
that light ſeems to break from the chaos of her internal government, 
© and that a country ſo reſpectable for her attaĩnments in ſcience, in 
g arts, and in arms, for men of literary eminence, for the intelligence 
c and morality of her people, now acts from a convietion of. the union 
[ between virtue, letters, and liberty; and now riſes to diſtinction, not 
« by a calm, contented, ſecret wiſh for a. reform in Parliament, but by 
« openly, actively, and urgently willing i it, with the unity and energy 
« of an embodied nation. We rejoice that you do not conſider, your · 
« ſelves ag merged and melted down into another country, but that in 
< this great national queſtion you axe ſtill Scotland. A % 5B 
© We will lay open to you our hearts: Our cauſe is your. cauſe, If 
« there.is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be, which, nation ſhall be 
| « | foremoſt i in the race of mind. Let this be the noble animoſity. kin- 
« dled between us, who ſhall firlt attain that free | conſtitution from 
| « which both are <qui-diſtant, Who ſhall firſt, be, . the ſaviour of the 
© empire. The ſenſe of both countries, with reſpeR, to the intolerable 
* abuſes of the conſtitution, has been clearly W 
Ca « that 


HOT 


\ 


\ / { * 1 

« Gat our yl lee nat anna, that ov right wad 
_ © wrongs are the ſame.'—Alfo, , 
We will got be the dupes of ſuch ignoble artifices. We fee thi 
: ſcheme, of ſtrengthening political perſecution and ſtate ing iſition, 
by a freſh infuſion of religious fanaticiſm. But we will unite, and 
_ © we. vill be free, Univerſal eee ee leſt | 
ture, is the polar principle which guides our Society, and 

+ guide it, through all the tumult of faftions7 and fluctuations of 
© parties. It is not upon a coalition of Oppoſition * with Miniſtry ry that 
we depend, but upon a coalition of Iriſhmen with Iriſhmen ; and in 
« zhat coalition alone we find an biegt worthy' of teform, REL 
* fame time, the ſtrength and line both to attain and ſecure it. It is 
© not upon external circumſtances, upon the pledge of man or miniſ- 
1 2 we. depend, but upon the internal energy of the the Iriſh na- 
tion. We will not buy or borrow liberty from America or from 
France, bat manufacture it for ourſelves, and work it up with thoſe 

4 materials which the hearts. of Iriſhmen furniſh them with at home.— 
6 We do not worſhip the Britiſh, far leſs the Irin conſtitution, as ſent 
« down from heaven; but we conſider it as Human workmanſhip, 
© which man has made, ind man can mend. An unalterable conſti- 
_ © tution, whatever be its nature, muſt be deſporiſm. It is not the con- 
1 Fitution, but the people, which ought to be inviolable ; and it * 
i time to recogniſe and renovate the rights of the Englith, the Son, 
+ andthe Iriſh. natiohs.”- —Alſo, eee 


| his is Gi a 
time to procraſtinate. —Your illuſtrious Fletcher has faid, that the 
i liberties of a people are not to be ſecured without afing through 
1 great difficulties; and no toil or labour ought to be decl eclined to pre- 
q ſerve a nation from lavery. He ſpoke 2; and v we add, that it is 
« incumbent on every nation who adventures into a confi for free · 
5 to remember, it is oh the event (however ablurchy) de. 
| the eſtiniation of public | 0 pinion ; honour and immortality, 
5 fortünate; if otherwiſe,” Infam 7 and och Let this check 
* the raſhneſs thin rutheafunadvil y into the Committee ok {tional 
10 character; or, ir that be already 5 let the fame  comhdefation i im- 
"= 1's with aktive, not paſſive perſeverance, With many confidence, 
calm determination, filling with equal Torn at the blulter of 
. official arrogance, and the Whiſpers 5 vate malevoſence, until 


de hart placed the fag of freedom oh t Wie and are at i once 
#Vittoridts uch Robres © en cpu 
. e 165 eee "Piers" W 


t 1 


' WHICH feditions papst or priting, Tontaining, ans odere s 


| above paſlages, the faid Thomas Muir did, immediately 
| wickedly and feloniouſly, propoſe ſhould be received, und fie on 
table of the ſaid Meetings and did alſo move, that the thanks of the 
Meeting, or ſome acknowledgement) ſhould be returned te tote Froth 
| whomthe foreſaid paper or addreſs came. AND MOREOVER, the 
| ſaid Thomas Muir did, then and there, widedly ani felonjogny Epreß 
his apptobation of the ſentiments contained in the ſkid or addreſs, 
or, at leaſt, did declare, that it was altogether ha 
und expreſſions of a fimilar import, n 


porelaid paper or addreſs being read, or allowed to He on Me table; or 
mu any ſhape acknowledged by the ſaid Mecting. AND the ſald Thomil 

| Muir having been brought before John Priuzle, BY. our Sheriff.depute 
of the contity of Edinburgh, upon the ad Wy of Jamilty 7793, did, @ it 
his preſence, emit and ſign a declaration: but irainiintely theredtter, 
the faſd Thomas Muir, conſcious of his gilt in the pretnifes; did, in 


having deen indicted at the inſtance or our Advockte; fr vir abit. 
to fand trial before the High Court of Jiſticiary; upon the f mm Wy of 
February laſt, the diet was afterwards continued to the 15th 6 
monch, to Five Him! the better opportunity of appearing, if Ne was fe 
| Uipoſed; But the d Thomas Muir having hotwithitabding failed 
appekr, he was,” on the 25th of February liſt, fugitate by à ſentence-c 
the fad High Court. AND the faid Thomas Muir having lately, i in a 
private and clandeſtine manner, come into this country, by way of 


Ireland, he vas diſcovered at Portpatrick, apprehended, Ons | 


riſoner fo the tolbooth of Stranraer, in the county of Wigton, on the 
Joch, or ſome other day i in the month of July laſt ; and, at fame time, 
fiindry papers found in his poſſeſſion were, together with his pocket- 
book, ſealed 1 up in the preſence of William Roſs, Eſq. one of our Jul. 
fices of Peate for the ſhire of Wigton, under the ſeals of the ſaid Tho- 
"ma Muir and the town ſeal of Stranraer. AND the faid Thomas Muir 


having been afterwards tranſmitted to Edinburgh, by warrant of our: 
High Court of Julticiary, along with the faid pocket-book and papers, . 


the ſealed parcel containing the Tame was opened in preſence of him, 
the ſaid Thomas Muir, and Harry Davidſon, Eſq. Sheriff-fubftitute of 
the county 'of Edinburgh, upon the icth day of Auguſt current, the 
ſeals having been previoiiſly inſpected by the {aid Thomas Muir, and 


by in. by enties, tnd an inventory of thy eee 
wat 


of fed words - 
x that many of thhſ 
who were preſent at the foreſaid meeting did oppoſe and objet to the | 


err u Giles prnittent, WAKE" huh Mate u Wan Au 


. 


. 14 1 | 

— and ſigned by the ſaid Thomas Muir * 

: and others then preſent. ANDY the above - mentioned declaratiom 
emitted by the ſaid: Thomas Muir before the Sheriff. de pute of Edin. 
Hurgh upon the ad of Jannary 2593, together with a copy of ( Paine 

Works, recommended and. circulated as aforeſaid ; as alſo, a copy of 

we laid Peclaratiun of Rights, and an Addreſs to the People, ap. 

. proved. of by a number of the Friends of Reform in Paiſley," circu. 


1 Jated as aforeſaid z as alſo, à copy af the. + Dialogue between the Go. 


Governed,'.circulated as aforeſaid ; as allo a copy of 


vernors and th 


- $ The Patriot, circulated. as aforeſaid; as alſo, a copy of the Addreſg 


. * from the Society © of United Iriſhmen in Dublin,“ to the Delegates for 
promoting a Reform in Scotland, produced, read, and approved of 
by the ſaid Thomas Muir, in manner aforeſaid, and atteſted by the 
| ſubſcriptions of James Denholm, James Campbell, and others; and 
alſo, a book, entituled, The Bock of the Records of the, Aſſociation of 
© the Friends of the Conſtitution and of the, People of Kirkintilloch, 
* volume iſt, enteredat Kirkintilloch, November 1792;' and alſo the fore. 
I} taid inventory, made up before the ſaid Thomas Muir and the Sheriff ſub· 
bitte of Edinburgh, upon the ſaid zoth day of Auguſt current, with ihe 
z whole articles and papers thexein contained and referred to, will all be 
nſed | in eyidence againſt the ſaid Thomas Muir, and will for that purpoſe 
ia due time be lodged with the Clerk of the High Court of Juſticiary, be- 
e which he is to be tried, that he may have an opportunity of ſeeing the 
. AT LEAST, times and places above mentioned, the ſaid; ſeditious 
hes and harangues were uttered, the ſaid ſeditious booksorpamphlets 
Fe commended to be Purchaſed and peryſed, the ſaid. ſeditious books or 
| pamphlets circulated and diſtributed, as aforeſaid, and the ſaid, wicked 
and inflammatory addreſs produged, read, and recommended, and ap- 
proved of, in manner above mentioned ; and the faid Thomas Muir is 
© guilty actor, or art and part, of all and each, or one or other of the 
foreſaid crimes. ALL WHICH, or part thereof, being found proven, 
by the verdict of an allize, before our Lord Juſtice General, Lord 
Juſtice Clerk, and Lords Commiſſioners of J uſticiary, in a Court of 
Juſticiary to be holden by them within the Criminal Courthouſe of 
Edinburgh, the faid Thomas Muir OUGHT to be puniſhed with the 
pains of law, to deter others from n the like ci crimes, in * 
ame coming. VN 
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22 0. m ibi: nnn rt 16 u les. 2 * 1 17 : 
LIST OF. BATNESSES, . odo as 
ot n- bas ale} $9050 18! * EL. 
1. * —_ weaver at Lennoxtoun, whe print Cp 
county of Stirling. a | 
2. John Speir, weay enn a i * . 
3. William Robertſon, excile-officer at Lesern ee | 
4. Proves Clark, callics' ptiniters at 1 h Mall pariſh ad county 
- aforeſaid, 7 2 ru 0 
5. Alexander Johnſton, bleacher at Kingi ae 1 is of ; 
Campſie aforeſaid; ©y 7025 
6. Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkittloch,” nn 
7. William Muir, weaver in Kirkintilloch. "NEL n oy K 
8. John Scot, wright in Kirkintilloch. PUB hö eee. : 
9. Robert Weddel, weaver in Kirkintilloch. ZN 
10. James Baird, hoſier in Kirkintilloch. | | 
11. The Rev. Mr. William Dunn, miniſter of Kirkintilloch. | | 3 


12. John Scott, weaver in Townkead of Kirkintilloch, 
13. William Knox, weaver there. | 
14. James Muir, ſtudent of divinity reſiding at Camphe. ' 
15. Anne Fiſher fervant, or late ſervant, to Mr. John Carlille, collector 

| of the ceſs in Glaſgow. 1 4 it-4 
16. Thomas Willon, barber is Glaſgow, . 
17. William Reid, bookſelter and ftationer in Glaſgow. = * 


18, James Braſh, bookſeller and ſtationer there. wo * al 
19. David Blair, manufacturer in Glaſgow. N K 
20. John Muir, ſenior, late hat-manufa®turer, pretend ni in 
| Glaſgow. | 
21, John Barclay, reſiding in-the pariſh of Calder, in waa? of Tan- 
ark, and one of the elders of the ſaid pariſh. © mf f 
2. The Rev. Mr. James . AN WVR" nn 
23. James Campbell, writer to the fignet. Mienen NY 
24. James Denholm, e bee See en 
25. Hugh Bell, brewer in Edinburgh. 2 87 oy RUG Jt 
26. John Buchanan, baker in — Binburgh ed l 
27. Mr. John Morthland, advocate. of 7 a 
28, William Skirving of Strathruddie, refiding in — 
29. Lieutenant - Colonel William nnn __— I ach Is | 
30% — Tenn | BONE. n ; 
2 | * os _ 


38 227 


1 .5 


2 = 
$i. Richdrd Fos ler, fulento medicine; reiing or lately reſiding in 
Edinburgh. 
3%. John Pringle; Eſq. $heriff.depite of the county of Edinburgh. 
23. Wäiand Scottz ſolicitor-at-law, ard 3 of the ſaid 


34: joleph 1 writer in Edinburgh. 
35. Sr James Colquany of Ln Bro, Srf-depue oft ae 


of Dunbarton. 
36: Williap, Honymatis Eſq. See pen of ihe bim of Lanark. | 
| NE e ee eee e 
1. 6% i ebene, tee i Kdebeuns, 
20+ th — e. 


vice of the Board of Cuſtoms. 
gy -vam Eſq. on fo Ii ore or ts rey x 


LIST OF ASSIZE © 


„3 . 
Sir William Dig, of Praſtonficld, Baronet. | 
Sir John Inglis, of Cramqad, Baronet. 
Sir Archibald Hope, of Chan Baronet. 45 

FI James Fomlis, of Collington, Barongt. ae 

Sir Philip Ainſlie, of Comley- Bank. $5 arti, 

e Wares, of eee 

| James Forreſt, of Compiſton}. | eee hed [41 
FT. 1 

20 Captain John Inglis, of Angus. ; 

John Wauchope, of Edmonſians- 

John Balfour, younger, . * E 

David Johnſon, gh n. wont dd oc? go! 

John Davie, of Gaviſide. - CORE. b _ Lie agate! 


n e ie 
| John Trotter, oi Mortoahall., Y  1*no!o3-ti8 $11.4 47 
+ Gilbert Innes, of Stow. ses Ne Maduli A. 

| . 


e Dgridion, of Rarelrigg 


[42 1 5 
Jenes Rocheld, of Inger Ww. 
$0 John Newton, of Currichill. ne 2 3 

. R 

Thomas Wright, of Greenhill. .. vel Ne 16. eg v 

James Gilleſpie, of Spyelaw. e 313 07H ene 100 lu. 

muna . eit 10 nl 400 5:13 
35 James Kerr, of Woodburn. ., | LET ens 11155543 1 5 bbs 

John Alves, of Dalkeith, 1 eck bet 110092 10 0 at 

Patrick Pridie, hatter in Edinburgh. | 

Thomas Brown, bookſeller there. 

Andrew Smith, . 3 
* hoſier there. en e 2 
Alexander Inglis, merchant there. nen enn 

William Pattiſon, merchant there. i ane 

William Cooper, upholſterer theres ON 

Andrew Ramſay, ſlater there. wy 2s A 7 

35 Thomas Duncan, bookſeller there. 

William Dalrymple, merchant there. "NT > OE - 

Francis Buchan, merchant there. 

James Mansfield, banker there. „ K IE 

Donald Smith, banker there. ; 66 rk, 
49 James Dickſon, bookſeller there, * © 


Samuel Paterſon, merchant there. 1 
George Kinnear, banker there. i | f ip 
Andrew Forbes, merchant there, | W 3 
John Horner, merchant there. e 

_ 45 Alexander Wallace, hanker there. . : 


Verna ae" 
ALEX. ABERCROMBY, 
JOHN SWINTON. 


ry * 


To this indictment, Mr. Muir pleaded, Not Guilty. He was then 
aked by the Lord Juſtice Clerk, if he had any ,objeRtions to ;the re- 
levancy of the charges which it contained. Mr. Muir replied, that + 
he had uniformly conſidered the Jury, as the only-judges of the lay -© 
n | 


9 


1 


tu 


| upon uo point, which might preclude the determination of the Jury, 
3 N 2255 
IN point of form, it is requited in d that the ane 
ſhould communicate upon the evening preceding the trial, in writing, 
the ſubſtance of his defence, with a liſt of the witneſſes intended to be 
adduced in exculpation. Mr, Muir had OS 100 this ws and 
. £ the Clerk of Court fead the following | Ek 


1 93 
1 , T0 *£ 


DEFENCES, mae 3 


Tu Criminal Libel is falſe and injurious ; fo far from exciting the 
people to riot and inſurrection, it can eaſily be proved, by a numerous 

liſt of witneſſes, that, upon every occaſion, the pannel exhorted them 

to purſue meaſures moderate, legal, peaceable, and conſtitutional. 
The charge of diſtributing ſeditious publications, and of adviſing | 

the people to read them, is equally falſe and calumnious. The 
pannel admits, that on the great national queſtion, concerning al 

equal repreſentation of the People in the Houſe of Commons, he 
exerted every effort to procure ir that Houſe, a full, fair, and equal 
- repreſentation of the people, as he conſidered it to be a meaſure (and 
Kill does) the moſt ſalutary for the intereſt of his Country. But the 
panael offers to prove, that as he conſidered the information of the 
People to be the chief thing requiſite to accompliſh this great object, 
he uniformly adviſed them to read every publication, upon either 
fide, which the important queſtion of Parliamentary Reform had 


- occaſioned. je AGRA . 
Annexed are a liſt of witneſſes in exculpation, i 
Under proteſtation to add and eik. e 
K 55 (Signed) THOMAS MUIR- 
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Witham Riddle, baker in Glaſgow. | 4 

| John Hamilton, an e St. ane Square obe. 
David Dale, jun. manufacturer there 
Baſil Ronald, of Broomlone, glover in 9 


„ writer in * | Vert 5. 


*. 
W * 
o 
——— ——_ — w_ 
— 
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George Waddel, manufacturer in Glam. Sah i 
George Ruſſel, merchant in Gallowgate, + "gh Aid an 3 
John Brock, manufacturer in Glaſgow. tans SA d * N not 
John Wilſon, ſhoemaker in Gorbals of algo ac ets . 
John Lockhart, maſon there. ; Nonetryagde! 48 
Walter Hart, heritor in Tradeſtown, Glaſgow. , os wo nil 


Hugh Moodie, ſpirit dealer in Glaſgow.  _ - Meng r Sn de 

James Cooper, ſhoemaker, Glaſgow. ,- At; 15rd als oth \ 

John Gray, manufacturer, Glaſgows,,.... _ .... 

Daniel M*Arthur, one of the aten of he” eee | 
Glaſgow. | 1 10 tm. Gneis 

James Richardſon, ſen, merchant, Glaſgons, ü oliarto], fllt 

William Clydeſdale, cabiget-maker there. 1 6 9 7 41 

John Tennant, drewer there. Bina 42 5 1 4 1 — 

George Bell, jun. manufacturer . 

George Stayley, manufacturer in Balmanno Street, Glaſgow. | 

Robert M*Kinlay, print-cutter in Mr. Putton's il near 
Paiſley. 

William Orr, jun. Manufacturer 3 in Pailley-_. _ 

James Craig, manufaQuyer, Water Brae, Paiſley. 

James Gemmel, merchant, Storie Street, Paiſley. 

William Muir, Fiſner Row, Paiſley. 1 

Hamilton Ballantyne, Storie Streęt, Paiſley. f 
James Muir, weaver, Shuttle Street, Paiſley. 1 1 . 

Fw pack fm eat a ara 
Cample, -. An N 

Robert Hongrie, printer "VS F | 2 1 e 3 R 

Patrick, Horn, printer there. 6 4 | w | 4 whe 5 by we 1g 

Smollet MFLintock, block · cutter there. We 

William Henry, of Boxrowſtown pariſh, Baldernock..” ee 

James M*Gibhon, printer, at Kincaid printfield. 

John Freeland, diſtiller in Kirkintilloch. 

Andrew Rochead, younger, of Duntiblaemill, pri of Kirkintilloch. 

Robert Boak, ſurgeon in Kirkintilloch. , 19 

John Edmond, print· cutter: Kincaid printfield. 

Robert Millar, weaver in Cambauſlang. 

The Rev. Mr. William Dunn, miniſter of Kirkintilloch, 

David Wallace, late ſervant to James Muir, of Hunterſhil, now to 
James Stark of Adamſlie. | UF 

Robert Scott, weayer in W Cn A LARS 

„ © 594 2 Archibald 
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5 Archibald Binnie, type-toundery Edinburgh, bobby" 
Charles Salter, brewer in Edinburgh. de 
Peter Wood, teacher in Portſburgh, 5 ONT x 24058 
r DD ed 
—— Bell, tobacconiſt, Capongats. , Eq ome fax 
William Skirving, Edinburgh. wig ManFg bh ad ns 
ES A e ent die, 
# Andrew Wilſon, brewer in Portſburgh. rar g 
John Smith, weaver, Lothian Road. e eee e 
Peter Hardie, bre wer in Portſburgh. 910 1 uh | 
Col. William Dalrymple, of Fordel. | „ e 0 
William Johnſton, Eſq, e i131, ee e | 
The Right Hon. Lord Daer. . 7 


— Newton, reſiding St, Patrick Patrick's ae nen. 
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The i following near ud pd fi tpn 
relevancy. e 
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. The 1 Clerk, Deans ot Jute, 
« having conſidered the criminal libel, Taiſed and purfued at the in- 
et ſtance of Robert Dundas, Eig. of Arniſton, his Majeſty's Advo- 
« cate, Far his Majeſty's intereſt, gal the ſaid Thomas Muir, pan- 
« nel, they find the libel relevant to infer the pains of law, but allow 
ie the pannel to prove all facts and circumſtances that may tend to ex 
. culpate him, or alleviate his guilt; and remit the patinet' with the 
* libel, as found relevant, to the Knowledge « of ali 5 Ane, * 


% *'s [ * $3312 FG 143: 6 4 19,5 K Agape 5 31 15 
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eden een meta am 

Sie James Foulis of Gollinians d 

„ +; Captain John Ioglis, "a ng ONS + 

| Fe John Wauchope, of Edmonſton. oY hg 
2 + John Balfour, younger, of Pilrig. r 


ue 5s Andrew Wauchope, i ene. ö 


(a ] 
„ + John Trotter, of MortondHath/ | 1 
James Rochead, of Inverleith + 47 + 055 
John Alves, of Dalkeith, portioner, 
10 William Dalrymple, merchant; Edia, | 
We Donald Smith, banker, Edin. rare 2 
- James Dickſon, hoakſeller, Edin. 2.8 
- ,, George Kinnear, banker, Edin 
Man 8692115; 5 | | 


_ - Immediately afterwards the Lord Juſtice Clerk aſked Mr. Muir, if 
he had any thing further to ſtate, in ſupport of theſe defences, as in 
the further courſe of the trial he would be proflude ram. 00008 
any thing extraneous. e 

Mr. Muir then e e eee eee ms ef at 
I have the evening before this day communicated to. the public proy 
ſecutor the ſubſtance of my defence in writing. The truth of every 
word in that defence I ſhall ſlrongly prove before I leave this bar. 1 
admit that I exerted every effort to procure a more equal repreſente. 
tion of the People in the Houſe of Commons. If that be a crime, I 
plead guilty to the charge. I acknowledge that I conſidered the caule 
of Parliamentary Reform to be eſſential to the ſalvation of my country: 
but I deny that Lever adviſed the People to attempt to accompliſh that 
great object, by any means which the conſtitution did not ſanction. I 
grant that I adviſed the people to read different publications upon both 
fides, which this great national queſtion had excited, and I am not 5 
aſhamed to aſſign my motives. I conſider the ignorance of the people, 
on the one hand, to be the ſource from which deſpotiſm flows. I con- 
ſider, upon the other hand, an ignorant people, impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of grievances, and wiſhing to have theſe grievances redreſſod, to be 
expoſed to certain miſery and to complete ruin» KNOWLEDGE . 
muſt always-precede REFORMATION, and who ſhall D ARE to ſay 
that the PEOPLE ſhould be debarred from INFORMATION, where 
it concerns them ſo materially? I .am accuſed of ſedition ; and yet, 1 
can prove by thouſands of witneſſes, that I warned the people of the 
longer of that crime, exhorted them to adopt none hut meaſures which 

"Ip - ALES ; were 


4 


* 


} 


e e, and intreated them, to connect likerty with know, 
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ledge, and both with morality. "This is Ls a OT: Nn 
N a een Cuts 


Carta W before bang W tec that he Was 3 
ſervant of Government; that he underſtood Mr. Muir was accuſed of 
a crime againſi Government; and that he did not conſider it as proper, 
hat Mr. Muir ſhould be tried by a Jury compoſed of ſervants of Go. 
yernment ; that his mind felt ſcrupulous, laboured under much anxiety, 


and he bogged leave to decline being a Juryman. Captain Inglis was 


informed by the Court, that there was no impropriety in his being a 
_ Juryman, although belonging to the ſexvice of Government. 

The Lord Juſtice Clerk; in the uſual form, aſked Mr. Muir if he 
| had any objections to ſtate to the firſt five gentlemen, whoſe names he 
had ſelected from the liſt of aſſize. 

Mr. Mork faid : Of theſe gentlemen I have GEE knowledge. 
Their ſituations i in life are reſpectable, and I believe them to be men 
of truth, and of honour z yet my tuation and theirs is ſo peculiar, that 
Im obliged to object to them being upon this Jury: The queſtion of 
| Partiamentary Reform has agitated deeply, in'proportion to its magni- 
tude, the minds of men in this country ; different opinions have been 
adopted, and diſſerent parties have been formed. Theſe gentlemen 
belong to an affociation which aſſembled in Goldſmith's Hall, calling 
themſelves the Friends of the Conſtitution, united to ſupport it agzinſi 
Republicans and Levellers, and expreſſing their zeal to ſuppreſs tu- 
mult and ſedition. 1 belong to the aſfociation of the Friends of the 
People. Viewing a reform. in the repreſentation of the people as a 
meuaſure the moſt conducive to the ſtability of the conſtitution, and to 
the felicity of the people, we united our ys Ry by legal 
1 to accompliſh that object. | | 

To the conſtitution, in its genuine principles, and; 10 ſalemuly 
| pledged ourſelves—Never have we profeſſed to be its enemies, yet 
the affociation in Goldfmith's Hall, by a deliberate. and public act of 
_ their's, have declared, that we were, the enemies of the conſtitution, 
Equal zealous in our declaratians to the world -in our reprobating 
riot and ſedition; and ſincere in our hearts; that aſſociation has de- 
| Hounced us to this country, as attempting to kindle the torch of civil 
war,” and to lay it in blood and in deſtruction. The fact upon which 
1 found this charge i is notorious, and cannot be denied. A Conven- 
Aion of Delegates, from all the Societies of the Friends of the People 
*® * alſembled in this city, upon EY ol TL 

kl 
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| 


— 


— 


EE, ( 43 1 


jat. Of this Convention I had the honour of being a meniber. ThE 
con vention atcorded with the aſſociation in Goldſmith's Hall, in their 
cal tb ſupport the conſtitution, in their abhorrence of ſedition, and iti 


their determination to concur with good citizens in the ſuppreſſion of 
riot and of tumult. To teſtify them to this aſſociation, their principles 
and their object; the Convention ordered a mimber of its members to 
repair to their Hall, and to ſubſcribe the book which they had opened; 
of adherence to the conſtitution. In this number I was included. We 
did ſo. And, What were the conſequences? The aſſociation erazed 
our names, and publiſted in the papers of the day their proceeding. 


Was not this an att of public proſeription againſt us all} Accuſed this 


day of ſedition, of an attempt to overthro the oonſtitution, ſhall thoſs 


men be my Jurymen ; who have not merely accuſed me; but likewiſe 


judged and condemned me without knowing me, without leaving me 
the poſſibility of the power of vindication ? This trial is no trivial mat · 
ter, It affects me, but it affects the country mores The noiſe of it 


vill paſs down to other times, and poſterity may fancy their moſt valu- 


able rights connected with its conſequences. 

A reſpectable gentleman of the five to whom I dom objb6, has felt 
the delicacy of his ſituation, and has honourably avowed His feruples. 
Such ſentiments, Go reſpectful i in themſelves, I truſt are common to all 
his colleagues. 


| Thisis not the only objection I ſtate to the Gontleniza of Goldfmith's 


Hall being of my Jury. I am accuſed of circulating the works of Mr. 


Paine. That Aſſociation has publicly advertiſed their horrors at the 


doctrines contained in theſe books. Nay, more, they have offered a 
reward of five guineas, to any one who will diſcover a perſon who may 
have circulated them | If this is not prejudicating my * I en 
to know what preſjudication is! ö 

Upon theſe two” oblections, 1 ſhall 4 eee TY 
To ſuppoſe them not well founded, would be to — the common 
ſenſe and the common feelings of mankind. 


I deinand juſtice, Let me be tried fairly, not by « Jury of AT: 


ſociation of Goldfſmith's' Hall, not by 2 Jury of the Afſociation' of 


the friends of the people, but by men unconneRed with' either; 
whoſe minds cannot poſſibly be ſuppoſed warped with prejus 
dices. 1 THEREFORE SOLEMNLY PROTEST, that no — 
who is a member of the Alſociation in Goldſmith's Hall, mould, ot 


_ ſly be of the Jury in my trial. 2 06s 


Solicitor-General BLa1k replied, That he conſideted this obje&tion 


ty be dan the moſt ene nature. The pannel is accuſed of form- 
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ing alſocintions contritry to the Conflitution, and he-ptefimes 10 ob. 
ject w thoſe Gentlemen, who formed aſſociations in its defence. With 
equal propriety might the pannel object to their Lordihips on the Bench, 
-. CITE: trial: „ 11 
 Conftitation. n. 

Mr. Win This an 1 weil ene uidbles * 
Lawyer. I object to theſe gentlemen, not becauſe! they aſſociated in 
(eſence of the conſtitution. I too, as well as they, have aſſociated in 

Refence of the conſtitution. But my objeRien is, that they, by an aR 

ef their's, have pubhcly actufed me of being an enemy to the cunſtitu - 
tion, have already pronounced the ſentence ue 21% w have 
. kW, 

Load Jusrice Curr. If the objections of the cated? were 8 
vant, it would extend far indeed; it would go to every perſon who had 
ö 2 p W * — 
am clear for repelling it. + 48 

Lon HenDenitann -I can ſec nothing." in the abjetiion; theſe 
gentlemen entered into a ſociety for a particular purpoſe, and had the 

right of judging of the qualification of their members; they did not 
think Mr. Muir or his friends proper members. eee 
 tauld this be a good abjectian. 

The objection was repelled. Mr. Muir, hoverer, continued ore 
peut it, as every ſive were ſworn. i 

When the liſt of the five laſt was preſented, ks ſaid. it was. mot "ſuf 
ncient to ſay that theſe gentlemen were free to form a ſociety; this i « 
abt Which no man in his ſound ſenſes will diſpute. But this ſociety, 
Wen formed, had opened in a public place, a book for public ſub- 
{oviption. By repeated advertiſements they had called upon every 
friend to the conſtitution, every enemy to ſedition and tumult, every 

perſon ininiical to a/ public · diviſion of property by a levelling ſyſtem, to 
rome und ſubioribe their names in that bock, as expreſſive of their at- 
tachment to the conſtitution, to property, and to peace. Bvery porter, 
every chairman from the ſtreets, was allowed to inſert his ſubſcription. 
Why were the names of the pannel and his friends expunged Was it 
not a public denunciation. ot their being the ſupporters of that ſyſtem | 
of plunder and of diſorder, which. that affociation was, to oppoſe ? 


Wen the jury were ſworn in, Mr. Muir again ſtated, that he be- 


 Jieved them to be men of truth and integrity, but never would. ceaſe re- 
calling to their attention the peculiarity of their ſituations They had 
already determined his fate. They had already judged his cauſe ; and, 
as they valued their reputation, their own internal peace, he ted 


exe Mr. Muir was interrupted by the Court, who rred 
28 N 15 COTS hu 


_ 


| in opinion, that bis conduct was exceedingly improper, in taking vp | 


their time, as the objection had been repelled. | 
The counſel for the Crown now proceeded to call the niet, 


ALEXANDER JOHNSTON. 


Mr, Mois objected to this witneſs, He ſaid he did WA. 


He did not remember if ever he had ſeen him, but he could clearly 
prove, by reſpectable witneſſes, that this perſon had ſaid, upon hearing 
of his arrival in Scotland, that be wayld go enen thing io hispower to 


have him hanged, 
Mr. Mon was-aſked if he Kuli Ge ted Mg f Nö 


circumſtances of malice, which this witneſs entertained againſt him. 


He replied that he did not know him, therefore could ſpecify no cir. 


cumſtances from which the propoſed witneſs might have entertained 
malice againſt him; but the fact that he had ſo expreſſed himſelf was 


certain and true, and if permitted, he wauld immediately ſubſtantiate 


what he had aſſerted by the moſt convincing proof. 
The objection was repelled. The Court obſeryed, that witneſſes 


might he averſe to bear teſtimony. That for this purpoſe they might - 
make ſimilar afſertions in order to diſqualify themſelves. That if, upon 


objections of this kind, they were to be caſt, the ends of public Juſtice 
might be defeated ; beſides, it es, en wen 
purged of malice upon oath, | 
an was l witneſſes were adduced, 
ALEXANDER JOBANSTON, 


Depones, That he was preſent at a meeting in Kirkintilloch, gs 


time in the month of November laſt, but does not remember the day. 


That the meeting had then no name, but has been ſince known by the 
name of a Reform Meeting. Mr. Muir was prefent, who harangued the 


meeting. As far as he recollects, Mr. Muir addreſſed the Preſident ; 


ſtated the diſadvantages in the Repreſentation, ſome Boroughs being 
rotten, others having no vote, He ſtated the population of England 
and Scotland, and mentioned, that from the ſmallneſs of the number 


who voted, the people were not fully repreſented. My. Muir faid, 


that if a man paid . 20, 00 for a ſeat in Parliament, he hehoved to 
derive ſome intereſt from his ſeat; and he referred to the people, whe» 
ther it was reaſonable that a man ſhould pay io much ſor a ſeat in Parlia- 

ment without deriving ſome emolument in return, That the Duke of 


Err cottplaingd 6 Rde/2nd had £- 30, 000. —He was ſilent. 
E | — T hat 
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| This Mr. Muir compared our 'Conftinition with the French, bd | 
| | faid, that beyond a doubt they would be ſucceſsful; That they were 
more equally repreſented, and their taxes much leſs. That two thirds 
of the French national debt was already paid, That a manufacturer in 
this country could not bring his goods to market with the ſame advan. 
tage as the French Manufacturers; of courſe, we ſhould loſe our trade. 
Mr. Muir ſaid, the Society ought to be acquainted with the principles 
' of thoſe members they admitted. That the ſole intention of theſe So- 
cieties was to procure a more equal and a ſhorter duration of Parliament. 
© hat the means theſe Societies were to uſe, for theſe ends, was to petition 
Parliament, and to communicate their reſolutions; and extend their know- 
ledge, by publiſhing and circulating uſeful publications. That in order to 
oy obtain that knowledge, they ought to get aff political pamphlets from a 
neighbouring Bookſeller | * * 4 not mention any e in par- 
"ticular, 

Upon the interrogatory of the W 8 That 
nothing was ſaid about a King, but that the Conſtitution ought to conſiſt 
of King, Lords, and Commons. There was mention made of Paine's 
Rights 6f Man, but not by Mr. Muir. One man in the Society, not in 
a public manner, but to his neighbour privately, ſaid he had read 
that work. The moſt of the members were young weavers, from eigh- 
teen to twenty years of age. He knew of no previous meeting at Kirk. 
Intilloch, this one being the conſtituting one. Mr. Muir did not cone 

N into the meeting till after it was conſtituted, but had promiſed in the 
| morning fo be there. He ſeemed to be the principal man in that So- 
ciety, and ſaid, he belonged to other Societies of the ſame ſort: be 
recommended a timeous accompliſhment af the buſineſs, in order, that 
wen the different meetings had communicated with each other, they 
5 ES might lay i it before Parliament. At the time he recommended the above 
4 "meaſure, ſome of the members wiſhed to form meętings. Being inter- 
rogated by Mr. Muir, he deponed, That Mr. Muir did recommend 
peace and regularity to the meeting, and qbſerved that any tumult or 
diſorder would ruin their common-cauſe. He told the meeting, that 
there was no other made of: procuring redreſs, but by applying to Par- 
Bament, and he recommended to the * to een of admitting 
N. 68785 character, as members. | 

| . 160 ROBERT WEDDE | 
7. e That he remembers a meeting in Kirkintilloch, about the 
= | beginning of November laſt, which was called the meeting of the 
ö | . the People, or tor a ins Refornd. bh hat Mr. 
= Muir 


ET Toe 17 1 
Muir was at-this meeting, which was — weeting=came 
in after the meeting began, and made a ſpeech, in which he adviſed re- 
gularity in their proceedings; and; mentioned. that they ought to pre- 
ceed; in a'conſtitutional manner, as the law now is, by King, Lords, ) 
and Commons. He ſaid nothing about the expence of a King, nor the 
burden of taxes, nor the comparative expence of the French Govern» - 
ment, nor did he mention the ſucceſs of their arms. He ſpoke about 
ten minutes. After the meeting broke up, the witaeſs met Mr. Muir, 
with ſome others, in Mr. Wallace's, Baker in Kirkintilloch, where the 
converſation was about the politics of the country there were about 
eight preſent in Mr. Wallace's, or one ſpurth of the number that was 
at the meeting. The witneſs was Vice-Preſident of the Meeting, Mr. 

Free land was Preſident, and James Baird was Secretary; there were no 
other officers, and all: theſe, were with Mr. Muir in Wallace s. He 
does not remember the particulars of the converſation, but Flower on 
the French Conſtitution was mentioned, which he never before had 
heard of. He thinks it was Mr. Muir: that mentioned this book, in 
ſpeaking of new publications; and he remembers books being ſpoken | 
of. Depones, That at the meeting, one Boyd aſked Mr. Muir's 
opinion about Paine s Works, when Mr. Muir ſaid, that it was foreign 
to their purpoſe. He remembers this, becauſe, he was. angry at: the 
queſtion being aſked. -:; 

Upon the Lord Advocate's interrogatory, Whether Flower' " Book 
had been recommended, Mr. Muir an rr. Ae Nite 
neſs was removed. 

Mr. Mui. — There . no ne ien Ae * dus back in che 
libel. Let it be admitted that this book is of a ſeditious or a treaſonable 
nature, yet, as I am not accuſed of either recommending or ctrcylating 
| it, how can any thing under this indictment, concerning it, be adduced. 

in evidence againſt me? I plead upon a great principle of naturaljuſ- 

_ tice, 1 look forward to other: times, and I tremble for the precedent. 

If this were not the caſe, I would not ſay that. I merely approved of 

_ that book. of Mr. Flower's, but, in this: great audience, I would re- 

commend its principles, in general, to every man} who yalued the in- 

 tereſts of his country, and whoſe „ him i * the wenig | 
of human kind. 

Loxp ADVOCATE. Thi eat n the Panndti is ſedition; Po 
it is branched out voder various heads. One of theſe was, /adyiſing 
people to purchaſe ſeditious books ; and he was entitled to examine as 
to ſuch facts, though every particular book or fact was not conde- 


bended on in the libel. 
E 2 9 5 Mr. 


U 


; 
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„ ed 
Mr. Mott. Neirher in juſtice nor in law. bas the Publis Profectioy 


_ rigkt to bring againſt me à general charge. Rvery criminal charge 
upon the facts müſt be'ſpeciat, in order that the panne! may know the 


erime that is n aria him, * nn eee e 


matter of his de fene. 


'® Tors Jovrres enz By the eee wherever an 


and part is libelled; there can be no objection to the getierality, This his 
is a proper queſtion; pores ee rer e 
Poſition, and it ought to be ſaſtaitied. 1 | 
Tue Lord Advocate gave up the queltion. „ 
Tue witneſs was Aga called in, — trek ein Knows 1b 
| books having been recommended to be purchaſed in conſequence of this 
meeting, except Henry's Hiſtory of England. The books purchaſed 
by the witnefs for the Society or others, were three or four copies 
che Political Progreſs, three or four copies of the Paiſley Declaration, one 
copy for his own aſe and one for the Society : That he was not ordered | 
by the meeting to buy them; but Bought them for his on uſe, and to 
ſhow his neighbours. He never purchaſed any of Paine's pamphlets, 
but he got a copy of that pamphlet, he does not know from whom, 
And which kapptned fome time before the meeting. He never faw the 
Dialogue between the Governors and the Goverfied. He faw the Pa. 
triot, and was ſhewn it by Mr. William Muir. Upon being interro- 
| gateit by the Pannel, deponez, That he reebmmended Henry's Hiſtory, 


but no other book=-Fhat be retommendled order and regularity; and 


upon the Solicitor General's interrogatory depones, That Mr. Moir 
| particularly fad, chat they would be the more ſuecefs fut the more they 
Were conftitationa? : That their end was to obtain. # more Equal Re- 
| ron in Parliament: That the wines meant by: that a more 


equal Repreſentation, but he does not know the preciſe terme: That 


ne cannot ſay more, bur there were different opiniohe in the Society, 
one part of them wanting it ' confined do the landed intereſt; another 


to have it, that every mam fhioutd' lave 4 vote, but Mr. Mitjr gave 


po opinion, - Upon Me; - Muir's interrogatory depones, that Mr: 


Muir recommended te avoid riot, and ſaid, chat twriult would ruin 
the cauſe; he alſo avec them te take care of the moral eharacter of 
the members whom they admitted. He does not remember whether 
Me. Muir fais he world deſert mem if chey- berame une onſtitutional, 
W um boos ary eee ö 


"her book R 
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1. 36005 — Me. JAMES LAS. 

The au pq next adduced as #witneſs'Mr. thus: 
Mr. MIX. — Let this Vittieſs Ve removed, - 1 a neg in 
i flare agalnſt him. | ON 

Mit. Laphie was accordhiigly tenwved. ny . 

Vr. Mor. Have fuld that 1 have i Adee Mp vil 
to kite 4diniMbitity and exedibility of this'witnefs. my delicacy, wir 
Agürd to chat tag, wilt at preſent permit me to adduce the tea 
veigttty only 5 tor I meun to prove the moſt important; in & different 
ſhape, in a criminal proſecution againſt him, when he and I ſhall S- 
change places at this bar. I know not what title this Reverend Gen- 
tleman'has to act as an agent for te Crown; but this I offer to prove, 
that he aſſiſted the Meſſengers of the Law in exploring and cnting ' 
wittieſſes Againſt me; that he attended the theriffs in their differem 
_ viſits to the parler of Cattipfic and Kirkintilloch ; that; previoully 4 . 
the precognition, he converſed with the witneſſes of the Crown; that 
| he attended their precognition; put queſtions to them, and took down 
notes: nay, more, that, without being cited by the Proſeeutor, he 
offered himſelf eltroneonſly againſt me, and infifted that his declara- 
tion thould be taken in the unuſual form, with his oath attending it, 
to atreſt its truth. Upon other matters I ſhall not d wel; it is firſRoienit 
for me to ſay, that this witnefs attended the precogmtiom of other 
_ vitheſſes. The uniform and the late deciſions of your  Loramiyy 
have 1 this ep aſpen W 1 — 2 
amined. Tat. 

The Lon Abvoeare aG unt deer 4 5 
the odjection in many late caſes. He would not difpute the point of 
law at preſent, afterwards indeed he might upon ſome futuve dc 
gon, but conſented that Mr. Mufr ſbould de altowed to prove che 
fire part of his objection, of Mr. pas nete, ue. 
lecting evidence againſt him. * 

In proof of the obe ction Mr. Muir caflect 


HENRY mea | 5 


Depones, That he knows Mr. Honeyman, (Sbbriff of Lanarkſhire) 
and fav him at Kirkintiltoch, in company with Mr. Lapflie Ind 
another gentle man, a writer in Glaſgow. Mr. Honeymam examined 
the witneſs about Mr. Muir; and, during the precogiition; MF. 
Lapftic alſs put queſtions to the Witneſs. Ne aſked him if Ke Had got 
2 College education, which being anſwered im the negative, Mr. 
II 0 fellow, 1 be 

da | faid 


2 


' 
4 
is 
? 


1 
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was in Mr. Honeywood's power to procure him a birth, which was 


mid in preſence of Mr. Honeyman. That when Mr. Honey man 
5 examined him about how often Mr. Muir had been at Kirkintilloch 


meetings, Mr. Lapſlie alſo aſked him if Mr. Muir had been more 


chan once there. That on the above occaſion, when Mr. Lapflie 


praiſed, the. witneſs's abilities, the witneſs anſwered, that it was flat. 


2 when Mr. Lapſlie clapped him on the ſhoulder and ſaid, it was 


ke thing, but that it was ** Mr. n. would ſee him 


"Kr Nei den i x > 
ie dae — HENRY, 

"ub hey That he was examined by Mr. kenn * 
Pr. Muir; That Mr. W, was . all the time he was fo 
Din ene ROBERT McINLEY | 2 
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. called, who deponed, That he was ——— 


| by Mr., Honeyman, in preſence of Mr. Lapflie and Mr. Shiels. 


Me. Lapilie ſpoke to the witneſs before the examination, and told him 


" te ſpeak the whole truth, and frequently exhorted him, during the ex- 
_ anination, to tell every gn meg Mr. et d e og 


Mr. Muir — to call a N. Gibbon, wes the Lord 


5s Advocate gave up Mr. Lapſlie s evidence; conſequently there no 


longer remained any neceſſity to examine more witneſſes with regard 
to the conduct of that gentleman. The Proſecutor ſaid, that he gave 


up Mr. Lapſlie as a witneſs, not on the ground of his being preſent 


at the precognitions, but becauſe he appeared, if nn * 1 
to have taken an active part in the buſineſs, | | 
The evidence for 1 Crown then proceeded. - 5 


HENRY FREELAND. 


Wen this witneſs appeared, Mr. Muir 1 that the Jury 
would remember, that from what this witneſs had already deponed, if 


. would appear that he had got the promiſe of a good deed. 


Then the witneſs being examined, depones, That he was preſent 
at a meeting in Kirkintillech, which was called a Society. for Reform, 


6 on the 34 November laſt. He vas preſident that night and fat.in the 


| Chaire 


1 1 "Wu 


N * 
* 

* 

65. 
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Chatr, Mr: Muir was "vas and made A erh of about 'a "quartey 
of an hour. The general purport of the ſpeech was about ſhortening 
the' duration -of Parliament, and. a more equal repreſentation. He 
thought the taxes might be leſſened by theſe means: That the Re- 
form was not to take effect as to the King and Houſe of Lords, but 
only of the Commons. He mentioned the ſucceſs of the French 
arms, and that liberty would be eſtabliſhed in France. He ſpoke' of 
books in general, but he does not recolle& the name of any being 
mentioned but Henry's. Hiſtory of England; in general it was poli- 
tical books. * The books this witneſs remembers to have ſeen; are 
the Proceedings of the Weſtminſter Aſſociation, the Patriot, ahd 
Paiſley Declaration. It had been ſuggeſted by one Boyd to purchaſe 
Paine, but Mr. Muir ſhook his head, and ſaid it was foreign to the 
purpoſe: That the witneſs, ſome time before this, ſpoke to Mr. Muir 
about Paine's book, and aſked it as a favour to get the loan of it, and 
Mr? Muir bid him ſearch his great coat pocket and he would get it, 
and that he got it accordingly : That this was on the Tueſday," eight 
days before the meeting, at which time Mr. Muir had ſent for him 
to Mr, Wallace's, and told him that he had heard of the- intended 
ſociety, and that the witneſs was to be a member; and that Mr. 
Muir and the witneſs afterwards talked of ſocieties in general: That 
the witneſs took Paine home with him, and read it, and gave it to 
| his ſiſter: That he gave it to one Scott, and alſo to one Stewart, 
who had fought it ſeyeral- times, and was angry he had not got it 
ſooner: That Mr. Muir ſaid, when the witneſs firſt aſked the book 
from him, that he thought it had a tendency to miſlead the people, 
and that nothing further paſſed i in reſpect to it ; and that he has con- 
cealed nothing : That he was ſurpriſed Mr. Muir did not recommend 
it, becauſe every body elſe ſpoke well of it, and was ſurpriſed that 
Mr. Muir faid it had a bad tendency : That Mr. Muir did not approve 
of the book, but on the contrary ſaid, it had a bad tendency : That 
he knows no particular reaſon for his being ſent for: That he knows 
books were bought for the ſociety ; and that he wrote to Mr. 
Muir, ſaying, that the books then in \irculhtion! gave ſatisfaction: 
That he received a letter from Mr. Muir, telling that Mr. Provan's 
caufe had been decided in the Court of Seſſion: That he got two 
letters from Mr. Muir, in which he deſired the witneſs to impreſs the 
ſociety with the importance of ſending a delegate to the Convention, 
and hoped to ſee him there, but ſaid nothing about the books: That 
the Pailjey e N mg the been, mor not recom- 
| | | . -." mended 


ten 


e any particular perſon: [That the book, before mentions 
mas afterwards given up by the witneſs to the Sheriff; and the book 
Deng Gown to him, he thinks it the ſame: That he cut up the leaves; 
Phat the witnels firſt mentioned the book to Mr. Muir: That there 
were two! pamphlets in Mr. Muir 's pocket. Upon Mr. Muir's In- 
cenragatary—depones, there was an intention of having this ſociety 
Jong befoxeithe witneſs ſaw him: That Mr. Wallace, at whoſe houſe 
ere was an adjournment from the meeting as aforeſaid, was an old 
ſeovant of Mr. Muir's father, and Kirkintillgch is within four miles 
af Huaterſhill; his father's houſe : That he did not recommend any 
aber hex than Henry's Hiſtory of England; That he told them all 


viot would be ruin to the cauſe, and recommended them to be con- 


Atuzjoaal and regular: That the people were to petitian Parliament, 

and that there was no. ather way of getting a Reform. That on- 

Heine being.recommended in the ſociety, Mr, Muir ſaid it was foreign 

40 dhe ſubiect: That the witgeſs having heard that a Proclamation of 

abe Kieg was agaiaſt that bock, he was upon * curious to 
A ee n e CG Muir. | LR. 


II WILLIAM MUIR. 
fo a aol ry rar PE 
— 40 ear, as being contrary to bis religious principles. 
Being aſled het theſe principles were, he declared he was one of 
| hoſe who ane called the Mountain: That he had no objeRions-to be 
examined: That he would tell the whole truth, but could not 
ps OH Fats . * which he ee un. 
? The Conrt abſerved to bio, that if be would not ſwear, no other 
- alternative remained to them hut 40 commit him to priſon ; that there 
was g way by which he could ever obtain his liberation, and that 
as impriſonment would be perpatuel. He replied, that he could not 
ene fe nene 
W N 0 
= . Hin if he Helieved.in the Bibles to which he 
| rr. did. Me was then interrogated, if he could point out 
any particular paſfage which taught him the unlawfulneſs of taking an 
. th. Ia onder to remove his ſcruples they qugted ſeveral paſſages 
Gromthe Bible, but he fill adhered to his firſt declaration, ſaying, 
. re 
uns determined never to do. 


» "Phe L ADVOCATE moyed, that this perſon ond be | cog 
x | 5 


244.1: 


ted to priſon for his m in, than ag: 


which he could ever be ſet free, and mee. declared; 
that his impriſonment would be eternal. | $i Zain ggg 
Mr. Murx. —I believe this perſon to 8 2 a 8 conſcientions 
man. Whether he be right or wrong in refuſing to take this vathz is 
not an object of my inquiry. He is adduced as a witneſs by Ae 2 
ſecutor againſt me. I have [therefore the moſt material intereſt that - 
he ſhould be ſworn, but rather than he ſhould. ſuffer, for acting ac- 
cording to · the dictates of his conſcience, I wave my right, and 1; will 
admit 8 amm es de us 
true as if it were. | * WF 166 een ee: 
The Court obſerved, that: abr win nor the 15 could liſten to 
any evidence but What was given upon oaths, The law expreſsly re- 
| quired it, and it could not be diſpenſed with, and that the Proſecutor 
| ae juſtice were concerned in this matter alſo; - + - +. 427865 
William Muir perſiſted in his refuſal. The 
to priſon declaring, they knew no, mode by Which, by: the law of 
Scotland, he could be n "> eh Wan eb h 
eee "4 2 rug on ole rite Mb 4 
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Pipl That he was BY at a meeting at ai Se about the 
month of Octobet or November laſt: That Mr. Muir and Mr. 
Buchanan both ſpoke at tliat meeting: That he alſo was at a meeting 
in Kirkintilloch : That he does not underſtard theſe meetings were 
called by Mr. Muir : That he has bought Piine's book, but does 
wt recollect whether he did ſo before or after the meeting: That he 
bought it merely from Euriofity, ſeeing the title in a window : That 
he does not remember whether or not that book was mentioned at 


9 


. France That the tenor of Mr. Mains ſpeech was to inculcate upon 
them the neceſſity of ſobriety, to purſue conſtitutivnal meaſures, 


and to read conſtitutional Books. That there were no bodks in the 


meeting, and that at a converſation he heard Mr, Muir kb . 
Paine's book was not a conſtitutional book, and dad not 40. 


99 = Y 
As OI 


| ANNE FISHER; B 

1 nd of 945 54 

| F That the was ſome time ſervant. to Me. Muir's father. 
AE * time libelled; Mr. Muir, was much buſied about 
F 4 fin oth e e 


F 


rt committed him 


* 


C361 

nr n 
ſent to Mr. Mennons“ with a meſſage from Mr. Muir, and wich a 
paper, whiclt ſhe thinks was entitled; A Declaration of Nights, which! 
had not been printed as fte wanted; and to get it correfted. She faw 
- atthar time, a good many country people comiag aboat Mr. Muir's 
 fathe#s ſhop: That Mr, Mair has frequently faid to theſe country 
people; that Mr. Paine's book wis a good book-: That ſhe has fre. 
tly bought this book for people? in the ſhop; and that this was 

imes at the defire of Mr. Muir, and ſometimes at that of theſe 

_ people. © She botiyht both the firſt and ſecond part of Paine, at dif- 
| ferent ties, and when the returned with them, the ſometimes lad 

them on the table; umd ſometimes gave” them to the people; that ſhe 

| bought two dilferent parts at different times, for Alexander Muir, 

Mr. Muir's uncle: That the was fent for a copy by Mr. John Muir, 

hatter, but is not ſure whether or not ſhe got it: That John Muir 

_ was much prefſed by the Pannel to purchaſe the bock: That, 

to the beſd of her brance, ſhe bought orie for one Barclay: 

That the knows Mr.- Muir“ hair-drefſer;, Thomas Wilfon, and ſhe 

has heard Mr. Muir adviſing him te boy Paine's Rights of Man, and 

to keep them in his-ſhop to enlighten the people, as it conftited Mr. 

Burke entirely: She read this bock herſelf; and got it in her maſter's 

houſe: That ſhe has ſeen one copy on fine papet, and one or two 

toarſe anes: That, ta the beſt of her remembrance, the has ſeen the 

Paiſley Declaration on Mr. Muir's table, and ſometimes in the dining 
room: That the thinks ffie has ſeen the Dialogue in Mr. Muir's room; ; 

and has heard him read it in prefence of his mother, ſiſter, and others, 

in his father's back ſhop: That Me. Mair ſaid, it Was very clever, 

and wrote by one Vilnew, one of the firſt wits in France: That the 

does not remember te „ ſeen the Patriot : That ſhe thinks the has 

; heard part of the, Paiſley Declaration read. by Mr, Muir in the ſaid 

| back ſhop, in preſence of ſomebody, that being the common place 

_—- where he read theſe. books; l eee from the back 

= ſhop upſtairs for ſome books : That ſhe does not recolls& whether he 

= thus read theſs, boaks-0n a market day; and that the has known him 
read ſome Rrench la bobks: That ſhe has heard him ſpeak about 6 

Reform and members of Parliament: That if every body had a vote, 

de would be made membet for. Calder; that members of Parliament 

were to have thirty or forty ſhillings a- day; and that, in that caſe; 

there would: be none but honeſt men to keep the Conſtitution clear: 
That the has heard it ſaid by Mr: Muit, that France was the moſt! | 


8 3 * e 
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country was very good, but that many abuſes had crept in which 
required a thorough Reform: Phat the Courts of Law required Re- 
form alſo, for they got their money for doing nothing but pronouncing 
ſentence of death upon poor creatures; and that it was an uſeleſs 
parade of their coming into Glaſgow : That the recollects, about that 
time, of Mr. Muir being Council for two ſoldiers; at their trial ſlie 
e ee e eee PO e 
they had to ex pet. * 
Mr. rene ö 
Mr. Mul then faid, that the conduct of the Lord Advocate was in 
every reſpect highly reprehenſible. Ele has put & variety of queſtions 
to witneſſes, with regard to crimes of which'F am not geruſed. The 
jndictment charges me with making ſeditious ſpeeches at Kirkin- 
tillach and at Campſie, vilifying the Conſtitytipn” and the King, and 
inflaming the minds of the people to rebellion. It charges me with 
diſtributing. ſeditioug books; and it ſpecifies,” that 1 gave away My. 
Paine's Works, ſome: numbers of the Patriot, the. Dialogue by Vol- 
tion of Rights, and of having read, in the Con vention, the addreſs 


from the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin. The indictment 


charges nothing more, there is not à ſingle letter within its four 
corners which points out to me the charge of ſpeaking diſreſpoctfully 
of Courts of Juftice, tending, in any manner, to excite the people 
_ againſt the adminiſtratjon of the law. Compared to à erime of this 
nature, the giving away to ſingle individuals, ſingle copies" of books 
and pamphlets, which may be eſteemed ſeditious, is à triſle, light as 
air. If the-public Proſecutor had evidence' that l was guilty of this 
erime, he was deficient in his duty to the public, in not making it an 
article of gecuſation. He ſhould. have manfylly, in the light, brought 
it forward' againſt me, joined a fair iſſue betwixt us, and then 1 
would have defended: myſelf the beſt way I could. But to attempt 
to ſteal it ĩn as evidence in this way, to prove a crine which he durſt 
not openly libel, becauſe he koew it could not be ſupported, merits. 
the ſevereſt reprobgtion, But what is the tendeney of this little art ? 
this domeſtic and well. tutored fpy is brought te prove words which 


may irritate-your minds. againſt me,—-Yes, this is the artifice;” this is . 


its object, but your juſtice will render it ipeffeftual, You will feel. 
the ſame contempt which 1 do; Let us paſs from that I contend . 
upon the great principle of natural juſtice, upon the conſtitutional lar 


| TY thy? ao perſon can” He tried for à crime! . . 


F 2 n | þ RE 
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has not been 1 noruſed: What bs the SET ERIN 
ment, but to ſpecify the crimes which are to be proved, in order that 

the Pannel may have an opportunity to prepare his defence“ Why 
is the indictment ſerved upon him fifteen days before the trial, but 
to enable him to accompliſh this purpoſe} It is vain to ſay, that un · 
der the general charge of ſedition, every thing tending to prove it 
can be adduced, although nat ſpecially mentioned. If this is now 


to de adapted as law, what portien remains to us of our national liber. 
ties is for ever torn. away. Every thing is inſecure, an indictment 


wih no langer be regarded but as a piece of unmeaning paper. The 


| unfortunate man who receives it may ſay, I am charged with robbery, 
I have many witneſſes, to prove, I did not perpetrate this crime, but 


what avails preparing a defence Not a ſingle witneſs may, perhaps, 


be adduced againſt me for that offence. I may never hear a word of 


it in Court, but I may be inſtantly called upon to deſend myſelf againſt 
à charge of murder, of ſedition, or of high treaſon. In ſhort, if 
under the ſpecious pretence of being allowed to introduce what is not 
| ſpecified in the libel to ſupport its generality, you eſtabliſh a precedent 
of this\kind, you ſtrike the fatal blow againſt individual ſecurity, and 
of general ſafety. What has been called the criminal law of this 


Tountry, its forms, its precedents, and its principles, are for ever 
gone. It is vain to ſay, that the ſtatute of James VI. allows this pro- 


ceeding ; that ſtatute is now obſolete. By the law of Scotland it 


has gone into diſſuetude. It was enacted under a deſpotic reign, when 


the freedom of Scotland was trampled under the foot of power. It 


oppoſes every principle of juſtice ; and will you, after the lapſe of ſo 


many years, deſcend into the grave, drag up the peſtilential carcaſe, 


n onder that it may poiſon. the political atmoſphere a One word more 


— 


upon this ſubject : The charge againſt me is ſedition. | That crime, 
from its very nature, ſuppoſes, and, in fact, it bas often happened, 

that it may be attended by rapine and by murder. If, thereſore, 
under the generality, you allow a charge of vilifying the Courts of 
Juſtice, which I never heard of before, you muſt, by the ſame parity 
of reaſoning, allow a charge of plunder, equal unheard at to Ws 
adduced as an agravation of the general crime. of kedition. 


1 This queſtion is of little importance to the individual who is now 


ſtruggling for the liberties of bis country. But the eyes of your 
children will be fixed upon this trial, and they will tremble and 
chudder at the pracedent. I feel for the country,—I feel for poſterity, 
uin not ſanction the procedure which is to produce es 
ſyſlem of idjuſtice, e <uien 408 t tl 411105 Fin 
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Lond Apvocave ſaid, Mr. Muir is indicted for the crime of 
ſedition; and that crime may conſiſt of many facts and circumſtances, 
und of theſe the ſtrongeſt muſt be, feloniouſly and ſeditiouſly ſtirring 
up the inhabitants againſt a lawful King and a good "Conſtitution ; 
That, to prove this, he was entitled to bring in evidence every word 
of any converſation which might have paſſed betwixt Mr. Muir and 


ignorant people; every paper, every fact, and every witneſs which 


could be got: That no perſon conld deny the relevancy of the fact, 
viz. the abuſing and vilifying the Courts of Juſtice to be an aggraya- 
tion of the crime of (edition; it is that crime of which the Pannel is 
accuſed, and he certainly would be permitted to bring forward every 
thing which could ſupport the charge. If it had been neceflary to 


ſpecify in the indictment all the facts againſt the Pannel, that in- 


dictment Gone 1. nen Wr of chat 
Court. nel : — 
Mr. Mom. — This is not the ume to enterdida your Lordſhips with 


frothy-declamation, with ſounding, but unmeaning periods. I pleaded 


upon juſt principles; every -perſon here muſt ſee their ſtrength, and 
muſt admit their truth.—It theſe are given up, if theſe are violated, 


' PROPERTY and LIBERTY and LIFE are inſecure. Once more:; 


can the Lord Advocate himſelf ſay, that if he was to bring the general 
charge of murder againſt me, and ſhould ſpecify that I had murdered 
James, would he be allowed to prove, under the generality, that I had 
murdered John? Can there be any thing more plain, more juſt, and 

which requires leſs argument than the ſimple propoſition which I ſup- 
port? That if you accuſe a man of a'crime, you muſt tell him what 
that crime is, in order that he may be able to defend himſelf againſt 

the accuſation. Particular acts muſt be ſpecified, in order that the 
Pannel may be able to prove, that either theſe acts in themſelves 
were innocent, or that he was not acceſſury to them. If you deſtroy 


this propoſition, if you ſanction the reverſe, what remains to this 


country, but the melancholy proſpect of ruin and of deſpair ? 
LokD Swix rox was of opinion, that reflecting on Courts of Juſtice 
was included under the * charge o of * N the ob- 
jection was groundleſs. _ 

Lord DuxsixNAN concurred with. Lord Swinton, and i. 
that the various circumſtances which may come out in evidence need 
not be ſpecified. 

Lond ABerRCROMBY could not entertain t the ſmalleſt doubt of there 
being A neceſſity for ſpecifying | in the libel, every ſeditious expreſſion 
ha, night have been uſed, 


— 


Lozd 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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| Lond. 83 Crane was clearly of opinion, * nd an 
cxime is charged, another, and a different one, cannot be proved under 
that. libel. This none could diſpute. But was that the caſe here } 
The Pannel is accuſed of ſedition 1 and will any perſon. ſay, that it is 
not a circumſtance. of ſedition for the. Pannel 10 have inflamed. the 
minds of the people againſt Courts of Juſtice, ſo important, and ſo 
material a branch of the Conſtitution ? Under the Statute of King 
James, wherever art and part is libelled, the Proſecutor can prove 
every Fee hmmm 
e . 8 
deponed, That the had heard Mr. Muir ſay, that a monarchical 
goverament would. be the belt in this country, under proper reftricy 
tions; but that republican. governments were the beſt : That ſhe has 
deen ſent by Mr. Muir nm 
ſeſired him to play a ira. | 
Mr. Muir was aſked, dg: hed-cog-gnattiveits Ed debe dend 
He replied, 1 diſdain to put a queſtion to a witneſs of this deſcription, 
The. witneſs, turned round to Mr. Muir and ſaid, ſhe wiſhed to aſk 
Pim one queſtion. This the Lord Juſtice Clerk would not permit, as 
M would ſuffer no altercation: of that kind, The Court- exprefled 
their ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the terms which Mr. Muir had uſed; 
| ad Lord Henderland ſaid, that if Mr. Muir had been acting as a 
gounſel at the bar, inſtead of being in that fituatiqn, he would imme, 
diately have ſent him to priſon: for itt — — 
ofthis witneſs was much applauded dy the Court. 
// ³˙ A a 
aſked. ber, if ſhe had had any quarrel in M. Muirts father's family, 
da which he replied, that fo'far from that, her miſtreſs had given her 
e wore than e eee eee 
| P | 


* + THOMAS WILSON, . | 
Wd the OBO La . Mr. Muir, and in 


\. dreſſed him in Autumn laſt : That Mr. Muir having aſked. the witne's 


if he dad bought Paine's Works; on being told that he had not, he 
adviſed him to get a copy, as a barber's ſhop was a good, place to 
read, but he did not buy it : That he bought a copy of the Addreſs 
=... the Addreſſers, and kept i it u day or two, but. this was not by Mr. 
f Kluir's advice. That he remembers. an old man from the country 

2 5 | | coming 


WE 


eoraing io bu Stair eien the wed ase uss) us Me. ne 
the witneſs, that the old man was a great reformer. Upon which the 
old man replied, that Mr. Muir was only taunting upon him. | | 

Upon being interregated by Mr. Muir, depones, that he has hear 4 
Mr. Muir ſay, that he would maintain the Conſtitution: That he 
wiſhed for peace and good order, and good morals among the people; 
and that he never heard him ſay any thing againſt the King: That 
he has ſeen „ en which is a rnd aha 

to all the family. 

The Lokp: Abvocarz ated to the Court, that he was ned 
that William Muir, the perſon committed to priſon, was 2 pariſhoner 
of the Rev: Mr. Dunn's, miniſter of Kirkintilloch, one of the wit- 
neſſes incloſed againſt the Pannel. That if Mr. Dunn was allowed 1 
| converſe with him he might remove his error; and preſerve him from 
ſuffering the dreadful puniſhment due to his obſtinacy. He therefore 
moved their Lordlhips to allow ' Mr. Dunn to converſe with William 
Muir for the purpoſe. 

Mr. Murx oppoſed the motion.He ſaid, he had already- confented, | 
and would ſtill conſent to admit the declaration of William Muir 
againſt him to be true, although not accompanied by an oath. T 
prevent the witneſs from ſuffering any puniſhment, he would furrendet 
the right which the law gave him; but, that he certainly would ob- 
ject to converſation betwixt that witneſs and Mr. Dunn: fiot that 
he ſuſpected any thing improper to take place in that converſktioh, 
but that this was à great and important cauſe ; à trial that might 
create precedents dangerous to theſe who might come after. By the 
law of Scotland all withefſes muſt be examined apart from tach other. 
The law is jealotts of their converſation : The law dreads their cot- 
luſion, in framing together a conſiſtent ſtory. If, in this cafe, you 
allow Mr. Dunn and the witneſs, of both of whom 1 have no fuſpicion 
to converſe together, you cannot” refuſe it to others. Tt will 2 
ſufficient for two witnefſe;, who may have an intereſt in à trial, to play 
the lame ' concerted game, in order to tell the . concerted ſtory 
with more accuracy and with greater ſafety. | 

The LoxD ADYoCaTE declared, that he would depart from Mr. 
Duan as a witneſs, and that the converſation ſhould proceed in the 
rs 20 e 4 es court, or 9 e .of 

Mr. Muir. 

Mr. Dun n Jn. th no enticed 6 00 wich % 
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2" 
| POOR he knew MF. jumes Mare bers and that a 
faw Mr. Muir at his houſe in September: That Mr. Muir and he 
had a converſation about Mr. Paine's book ; when he aſked Mr. Muir, 


"I. as à favour, to get him i it; when Mr. Muir ld, "he had it not, but 


would ſend for it, and that a ſervant girl was accordingly ſent for it, 
and ſaid the had purchaſed it at Brafh and Reid's, Bo6kfellers, in Glaſ. 
gow ; that he read it and to6k it home with him, but that he would oft 


have bought it if he could have got the loan of its © 


ab 4 AS $54 LF * 1 
aner 


ien JORN BARCLAY, - 7 ne, n 


808. That he ig acquainted with Mr, * — 5 that * bad 
converſation with Mr. Muir about Paine's bock: That he aſked Mr. 
Muir what book it was, when he anſwered, that he might buy. it, 

if he choſe, as it was printed; but afterwards fad, it was not a book 

for us. 
Upon Mr. Muir's interrogation — I hat he i js.an "der of the 
pariſh of Calder, and that he yoted on the ſame ſide with Mr, Muir 
in the election of a miniſter ; that, in, conſequence, of this, he was. 
frequently with Mr. Muir z and, in his library, from which he bor- 
.  rowed ſome books; that, he had. many converſations, with Mr. Muir, 

and heard him ſay, that this conſtitutign was an excellent one, and 
8 the beſt in the world; that he has heard him praiſe, the King, and al- 
ways heard him ſpeak of order, regularity, and obedience to the ru- 
' ling powers; that he called upon Mr. Muir ſince he came to Scotland, 2 
who ſent down a meſſage that he could not ſee him, as he would have 
no correſpondence with any who might be cited t him as witneſſes 
on this trial, until it was finiſhed. e. | 


| JAMES CAMPBELT, 
- Deponed; that he was preſent at a meeting of the Contranting ; that 


5 | de called there on his way home from the Parliament Houſe; that Mr. 


Muir was not there, but came in ſoon after and read a paper, which, 
being ſhewn to him, he admitted to be the ſame with the Addreſs from 
. the Society of United Iriſhmen- of Dublin; that Colonel Dalrymple 
oppoſed the paper being read, and talked of taking a prgteſt; that, 


: * Mr. Muir read it, he ſaid nothing more; but, ä he read 
N | 1 


"Sa is 


ueber antennen there Mas pp vote taken; 
that gut know bow, the paper came, and, that a Copy as ſter- 
wards,ſont him ina. blank cover · | Being interrogated whether the pur; 
port of Mr. Muir's Ipeeches approved or not of this paper, ſays, he 
knows nothing more than that he propoſed its being read and an- 
ſwered. Depones, That was afſigned' as a/reaſon for not receiving 
the Addreſs, that they had no connection with it; that Mr. Muir 


. n in rvening ad anſwering i. 30d 


would tak the burdefon His own ſhoulders: | tape his ond c - 
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— was preſent, a 6 we le Con 0 
December that, Mr., Muir was 7 and he heard him read that 
paper, called b, Gd, That ohjeRigns were wade to its bring | 
read; and Mr. Muir anſwered, that he faw no harm in it. Colonel 
Dalrymple proteſted, and he bellen g, Vir. Bell did. fe alſo ; but be 
does not rewtember Mr. Mortbland being there that he thought, it 
poſſible it might be. illegal; that he ſaw it on, the table, but does not 
know whether Mr. Muir brought it or not; that he underſtood. that 
Mr. Muir aouad thut an anfyes thould be. ſent; that this was diſſented 
to, but he does hat recollect for, hat reaſon, and he: thinks that it mas 
carned. Mar yo de lem. The Addreſs being ſhewn to him, he admitted 
it to be the ſame which he had formerly ſigned. |... ron mod. 

Being interrogated by Mr. Muir; deponed, That he never heard. 
him fayiany thing: unconſtitutional ;..that. the purpoſe of the Aſſocia- 
tion was to get a Reform in Parliament; that he knows of no other 
object, hut that he underſtogd their object was e ___ 
da WO Eg: of the Convention. 8 
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Depotied, That he was preſent at a meeting of as ; that 
Mr. Muir was there, and read a printed paper; that there were ſome | 


Fre 


80 ſuch 0% © an inviolable conſtitution was u Fe chat . 

Muir deſcnded the paper, and faid, it ſhould lis upon the table. 
Upon Nr. Muirs interrogatories, the witneſs thinks the Convention | 
dame to a reſolution to adhere to the genuine principles of the'Conſti- 
| tution; 
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-as das ben ned sti bHogqung off e Geil rom naicion ewon; 
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Muh, iN t ; 41 NM  ao352nno2 on ban yorls 28d) - rbb wit 
; buThe ſcruples.ofifthis witneſs having been. removed, he was brought 
to the bar, and conſented:to take the 0ath., Deponed,{That, he 
twice preſent in Wallace's houſe in Kirkintillech, once before the ſo- 
eiety was formed, and oticeNofig With Mr. Muir; that Freeland was 
there, and Wallace ; that, at this meeting, a copy of Paine's Works 
Wal ken Sit 3f rhe greatecbet Podket?6T7 ME. Mutr ; wür he Gbes 
Kft! rEhidnlBicr What . 188 2830 ent bock ;. mt n is ue mull 
Fat if. Sadie poke of the witi%oPf the pebplk Beihg bier fobetelgu wil 
Vie kit ie .. ne Palhe thi 'thi He or Cen Eten of the 
VatHor, aud 4 * of the' Polit Prbg?ety ; thkt be ge them from 
WE WR: füinis fibers hoüfe, Ar: Fünterhhillf who! bude him keep 
Miert, And tb — a tk tylh&Was in, Whien Was's ſociety'for 
Vie Wet afctiafing au Redding books") AM T1804 von 
2 Bethig int 1 
Weber ds Melt Mien B Penang ut Mr. Muir 
bea ot adviſe non ftitiültionat mien fürés; that he hGard him ſpeak 
about the government j that! he heard Him — 
rend rar „ bongaebe ; night AM Ad borgen niet 
The Lofd Ndvefste raufed the Wees ur kefimden . Mr. 
Miifr te be read, which is annesetd in the Appendix] und afterwards 
pcbpeted te Fröve the Betfrrattbns before the Sherw, and Alle paper 
that were tound upon Mr. Muir hen before the' magiſtrate at Stran- 
raer. In order to ſave time and pls Mr. Muir agreed to admit 
them without proof, but u e ber that none of 


rs ſhould | be uſed i j evid {| him of criminality. 

LS ſe 7 0 25 N . en 1 bit, difcove- 

1 il, e q ſhould h: ve ſo . It was inp 

| t thele þ papers could. ord ales, J reſumption again me, 
and th ere ole "there is 1 not FI 105 le of = Indis ment 

at tl Te of ; A AR NT n is indeed aſſerted in x the 

de Ja 1 ek found. upon me; but that t they. are "of a 

Rious. eng % 0g here ſet forth. In the con. 


ictwent, in w which the whole. he — 
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I Mir! Mite} apbacs,” That he does nt de.. 


LADY 


| PR — papers cos paſſed-over in lence. | in 
C 
„AT LEAST, times and places above mentioned, the ſaid ſediti- L 
« _—_— harangues were uttered, the/ ſaid ſeditious books 
pamphlets recommended to be purchaſed and peruſed, the ſaid ' 
— — painplifets Hftulares aid URtributed, as aförefüd,. 
« 2nd the fald withed und inflatimatory' adfrefs produced} read re 
« commended; 'and approved 6f/ in miante? ab ewt lone d Pane” 
« the nid Themes Muir" is ity Acton) G art dad pürty . ll und 
ch or dhe er other bf the afdrefail critiies: ALE WHICH; or 
part thereof; being found proven, bY dhe verdi of an aflize; he. 
1 Woe — Lord Juſtice Clerk, aha Lords C. 
4 miffiotiers'bf Juſticiary, in 2 Court of Jiilicizry te be Beide y: 
« them Within the Criminal Court heuſe of Edinburgh, tlie U Th” 
« mas Mut OUGHT to be puniſhed with the paſhs of lg d deter 
„others fra bomaiting the ke eritmes in all time colnfng. H ble: 
The Lord Advocate in reply ſtated, that he' was entitifled to 
forward" every dürcumſtance which bald Hhintaltee "the "Phtineh," 4. 
hgh” Weſe Uttuiriſtihced were baly collaterdt, nor in Alle or de 
celfary id tile concluficn. T nod zd off tut 1 2 ni Weinen e 
er of Caurt alboflingiy rad the detlabiifons,” We Paſporti; t 
' ht acer papers, wich art annexed in the Appendix] ' Won od oft 
Wbes the" Clerk of Court prockeded 10 read the letter fgudd ) 4 
Muir, the Panel aroſe, ad aid; That he" fa Te" is vag For bm 
make a) 6bjeRion'; however rung it might be in Lav; if was Hire , 
be ovix-yal6e; But every wind tighired v hama odd WARE 
at the "waned Actor of the Anziety; and the grlef of 7 Private" Wy . 
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"The Lonb Abyochrz ee nis bomb probable 
ie ehrzaſth that the letikts found upbn Mr; Mair cbt Cent . 
do away the 'alertion ef big dhiety 6 10 petlibh bene dus pet. 
guilt ate hb fight. N91 % nao bo uw: * ws, 
1 am cyinyineed, faid Mr, Muir, of eee guid Joi 
with the N f t to theſe lerters be read. at * 42 
| "Blen read, tn 
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Depones, That it ue ihon HU proper thatM{x; Muir owls attend a. 
mesting of the Friends of the, People. in Lapdop chat gn. $hys.axcount, 
he left Edinburgh, and went to London in, January, laſt; that be re-, 
ceived a lettey from. My, Muir, dated, from, Lopdeng, mentioning that 
| he had appeared in the, Sgriety at, Londgop,, pf. which Mr. Grey is a. 

member, and. giving au account of hat had been, done. there hrt 
owing do lone Iste circumſtances, which, occurred in hig/lawily, be can- 
nat at preſent find Mx. Muir's lextgx:þut that, acconding d dhe beſt. of 
_ his,recolleRion, he. thinks Mr. Myip, wrote, bim,, be, was, adyiſcd by 
ſome friends. ta go. in:Francer;45themight haye forms jpfinenge with 
the leading people. in mitigating, the fate of the; King; that, while Mr. 
kt at Haris, he received a letter from, him, giving an pant ot 
1 execution, and that Mr. Muin mentianeg in that lettex, bat he 
wald-retyro as ſoan 2+: his friends, ſhould be, of gpigiep higproſence 
vas neceffary in Scotland ; that he has been frequently, with My. Muir 
hegte, 8d hag often- heard han peak in. public. ip the Societies; 
that he never heard him ſpeak; againſ.the, conſtitution, adviſed the 
 'peopls, to diſorder; or ſedition,. but that, he, ahvays, ipculgated, ppon 
| thewy'that there, was no other mode of, qhtaining the propſegyeform 
dag dy applying.to. Paxliament, by, reſpettful, petitions s, and that Mr. 
Bani never Submirted, 10 his conſideration, any plan, of goyerament; 
- "that the general tenor of Mr. Muir's Addreſs to the ee as | 
 eietſeg, uaytg,jmpreſs upon their, minds, the neceſſity 9h, good. are 
Wal chet beforg,they attempred; public Reformation they; ſhowy d begin 
'by reforming themſelves; that he does not lieve, Mr Muir in con. 
ngkeg with; any Society, ahrgad or at _ tor the, pprpaſs of ei. 
"ng ſedifion;z that he gevar-beard Mr, Muir, ſpeak, againſt the, mbar. 
[part of, our, conftityriue,, and. chat he hg beeg, in, his, gowpeny 
in his moſt ungyarded moments; that he remembers a; Pry 6 Son Vere. . 
tüm xith My, Muir, in, which een of many, of ;the prio- 
Nn in Paine's bob. and both, agreed. 5 wu of, them wer in. 
e 4.86 be pe hanps' t2 find the Pannel of this opjnion, and 
heghon told the angel, that he AA: IND 9p. wy ſubject, and pro- 
2 poſed to give lectures, on. government z Mr. Muir app proved ſo 
much of the propoſal, that he bee him that, for himalell , he 
would 1 of ur or a hundred tickets. |; 
40984 - 28 P pos 
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. Upon the interrogation vf the: Lord) Adyecatey if he was not the 
| perſon who had deſigned himſelf, on a late occaſion, Secretary General 


tothe Allociation of the Friends of the People ;janfiwrerec,> That it 


wasa-meve iniſtale im riting out the Hetition; for he' was Secfetary'to; = 


the Genera Aſſbciatdn of the Friends'of the People.. ng 


Being iaterrogated by Nr. Muir, if he remembered the tetor of 
the unter ich he propoſed in the Convention to the Adureſa of ther 
Society of United Arihmen ia Doblin, depones, That he) cane - 
collect. en fl e ee e ee 1th mec ro 
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Depobes That zn tie beginning of laſt winter, he aRed as agvnt for 


Mr. Muir; that while the Pannel_ was in France, he received from 


him two letters from Paris, which he produced, and likewiſe had re- 


Calais, upon which ; , preſent, he could not t E 
his hands. Thel tay letters were read dy the Clerk of Court, , and. 


are ſubjoined in the Appendix. They, expreſſed Mr. Mpir's 99 — 


neſs to return home whenever i it ſhould be . but, att 


time his regret for fo ſoon leaving ad. a1 le ſer of acquaintances, dan 


with whom his friendſhip was juſt commencing. 

| Upon the Pannel's interrogatory; he depanes, That he never heard 
him attempt to excite the people of the Societies to ſedition or outrage; . 
thathe/exhorfec them to avoid: riotous conduct, to 1 belfaye-orderly, = 


peaceably, and, above all, to attend to the moral characters of. thoſe? 
vhom they admitted members; that he alſo remembers My, Muir: 
opinion of Mr. Paine's book was, nn for 
people of b OP" 
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| ties that! he never adyiſed ſedition, riot, inſurrection, nor un conli- 7 


nd . 


tutional meaſures, but, that they ſhould act peaceably d 6 1271 rderly ; 


that he ſaid, the conſtitution ought to direct their a pplications to 


Parliament; and, that he uſed to fay in that the conſti- 
tution ought to be to us the polar ſtar, and that we ſhould begin our 
Reformation by firſt erecting among ourſelves the temple bf h6rality ; 


- that' he had more ſenſe than to think of procuring 4 retttels/of rie 


vances by any other than conſtitutional meaſures; and that be Neri 
got remember of hearing 1 _ NY any 1 open Paine's books: A 
| | OY WILLIAM 
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Danes, That the; priveipled: ofo Mn. Muir were nm for iup. 
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principles, held by hinz Pw outieF> this: 0004 thas Bar Mnimneven 
adrife@>tuninlt; but::recommended: fpbricty, and ſaidy 1thati npthing 
adde bur n applicate 10 Farhameat bonn ofi ai -Nevitieng that 
it-wxconfiftent-with. his knowledge tha Mr. Muir eiu ulsmd any books 
or pamphlets ; that while Mr. Muir was in France; he received. tad, 


him one or two letters vp gn $8967) iybjetts, Þpt that he remembers 
Mr: Muir expreſſed in them his intention of returning home; that he 


; Pp! hen Prop them! 


mot Byviooor vil 00 Th "THOMSON, oft Slide zan prin M en, 


-t bart unn bi Wale ON ion £1919] 04 chars 


PE 5 FD, 11G 36 a ME. Mair i pe yr 


* the People 23 ſpeech, but does not Nets 
| that he heard 3 TN Teh, meakires 3 which v were 55 Us 
Fe ent be 17 the gete N 
ag 
Ws e the yece 


2 4 Nr 15 1 12 bY ' ; 
neve heard liq ad. 
ere 1 and O 180 951m” m 


N NY" ol Anoden tro” dvr ag ahhoonk ad on tins 
en of T AR. ES SALTER; tn s ans 20} noqU - 

; 9961100 10 noh or eee ads Holger; v1 e 05 ne nr 
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four'fithes;' thas he-exhorted: W ee peach,, 
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1 bas gen Mr. Muir at the Stan Ing at Glalgor 
g-af-the Friends of the, People; that; he remembers 4, mor. 

. » hoon Mg of. -bogks quid be xecopunended, 19 the Speiety, ; 
chat, ghis, ration; was. _— b 2 4 who: argued, that moſt 


books were written too much rit of party; that no truth could 
MALLIIW ; | | | be 


t 5 6 * * | 
h be got from them, and that. the only, way. & 8 
general reading; that he adviſed the people to inform themſelves on 
Sab Atie dn to ſeeł reforin by meaſureiĩ calm and ⁊ oa · 
Mirdd6ndr;7 M@Yht they had Hb other miode of bbtäiningliit thun dy 
petitioning Patient; thüt he fever Heard him Fly. any thing which 
bag u tendency do kite fetlition; und That he atvuys av ioc the peo- 
ple to be quer und drderly; that lie never kne of hib 1diftribitirlg 
| Yodly; or recbimending Paine's Werke; and that ohe udvied the 
Ppriends df the Phaptt werpel any member who might behave ſediti- 
oily dt dirAET Ny L 5m N bas asl i ens c noqu ahi: 
-* "Beltig tife #r0gat6d vy the Lerd Rubeeste, depones} Thatiit wasat 
4% tiedtiny 46f the Priends Of the” At tles star un, that he 
muede WIr: WAG öpper Me beter Au St paftielat Poets; "that 
Rede Sr Fee fe Parte wofith when thislogdtrred, © | * 
Being iriterÞ0gat%; "if" he" collcc xs: hen Mr. roi Was fiſt appre- 4 
| hended, depones, he could not of Being aſked, if he thought 
it was in the month of Jaftiary, 6 110 of the ſucceeding months; 
N Nt, grad Ons be poſiwyer. hu pinks, be might hve ped 
about fi ve months Ag9. · Upon Mhſch the Fruſecutor n he had 
| a ONT. ; * the witneſs, Fented. ,. ot 1024Z3” no- 


/ 11 1611 41d "9%" wn 3124-00 u dale q dlucs, a Lien 


-014q : trzziido S8] Ai RIDDELL,,... 8 is" 3:33 


Depts, Tut Me. _ Fe viſed peace: Oy conſt 10. 
| onal "nieaſures es; that he does not SE of Þ of hearing him Tecom- 
mend 40 Vel n P particu ;\ that he never ſaw any diſorder in the 
A e of the People, and that he does, not recollect 
e Prog o petition Parliami Me. Of ait nn 


R.. ad 


117363 1h . 12 _” 
ht eve ge 


122 


1 


i undi ben G 4 
63 3d blucd d vi 


— That he is a bookſeller in Glalgow, and aks in the com- om 
pauy under che firm of Bfam and Reid; chat he remembers 1 to haye 
-fred Mr. Nurs Vpiditn About the brifbiiery of fin & Paine's $ book ; ; 
"hat Mr! wir THe ir was an Tuproper bock, "and Aa in t in in felling. 
there might be danger. | 
UAC Hhory bf the Proſecutor | does, "thar Me. Muir | 
deve d Hig Waviees" FH das befbre Mr. Hoof nan, the * bf ; 
the douney⸗ ET Ter OY * yy 


. 7 1 . 


263.5 F6.5% 


GEORGE 


_ $iends of the Penple in | Glaſgow; that at one of xheſe — 


+ 


| 3 
oF 28 28501 Non e Gröner abr 


Sl all. mio! 41 g al) iner 1 ir ane 


ge epenes, That be bas been at wentings af! the Sacietios | of the 


R : 
bis f Ci Or; * 


— 


_ . remembers Col. M. Leod and Mr. Muir being; preſen I that when a 
| motion: was made for recommending particular bocke, /both Colonel 
MiLecd and: (Mer. Mair oppoſed; it, as in molt hooks, there was too 
great mix tute of truth and falſehood ; that the only books. which, he 
. remember tech to have recommended, were, Blackſtone's Commen- 
_ taries upon the Laws of England, and Erſkine's Inſtitites of the Laws 
oof A that Mr. Muir adviſed mad erate meaſures i that this vas 
ide continual ſubject of bis diſcourſeq that he {aid he would glory to 
| have the table of the Houſe of Commons covered with petitions ; that 
he ſpeke to Mr. Muir abtut an addreſs of congratulation to the French, 
in imitation of Dundee, hut that Mr. nnn it. 


ige 4 b :1.4h OHN. | RUSSE "1069-20 , 290090 ee, 


nom anbei en Tg in TC {26 gat chmee: 


„nnr Wi witieſs had been Worn; the Se queſtion was put to 
| bim, if any "perſon. had inſtructed kim what to "ay? He 7 anſwered, 
None, except to tell the tritth. Being aſked who intact him ſo? 
He replied, he could point out no perſon i in articular, but that it was 
me general advice of alt" td whoih he Tpoke. lle was obliged to pro- 


| duce his ſummons to be a witnefs, and it appeared that the citation had 
been given him four days only before his examination. He was ql 
e 


fartned by 1 the Court, that any | who ſpoke to him muſt have don 
15 the interval of theſe four days, and 'that chende it was impoſſible 
that hie could forget all their names. "The N replied, | that the 
general inſtruffion to ſpeak the rub was fo. common, t that he could not 
remember at preſent, any parti perſon who had given is. 
Tue Lond Apvocart moved, That the witneſs * 
0 e uno e a; oi 36 og 

| Muir aroſe, and attempted. to ſpeak in defence of . | 
AE TR beginning, was interrupted, by the Court, ho com- 
' mangled | lim v9 fit down, n aut or title to interſere in ile 
men. N 6 ad eim 9757! 

Lens HanDratane gave his akin — 9 

the witneſs ; that he wiſhed. to conceal the truth 3 that he me- 

= puniſhment, and ſhould 8 den. 


* 


* 9 
; | 


* * 
48020 e 
224. f a 

, Z 


1 


N 


#4 tan 


; The reſt of the Judges concurred with Tord Henderhands ECP 
Ruſſel was committed to priſon for FI REY as guilty; 
nn, Ü — en of; uin ad bas. rant 
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© Pepoities,. That he was at one meeting of the Friends of the People, 
in the Star Inn at Glaſgow, where he heard Mr. Mult recommend 
adherence to the Conſtitution, and to good order, and that he 5 
clared,, he ;woulg, | leave the Friends of the People, if ever they thou 
proceed to riotous meaſures ; that he has heard him ſpeak of Books o 
the Law, but cannot be poſitive to any in particular, only, he thinks | 
he remembers to have heard him mention a work of Mr. Locke's. 


 WILEFAN CEIDDEEDOL.Ij * 


— That bo e eee in att . 
Friends of the People, but that he is a member of the Society in 
Glaſgow, for the Reform of the Boroughs; that about the 13th ot 
December laſt, Mr. Muir, when the witneſs was preſent, viſited that 


Society, ſaid that the Borough Reformers had made great exertions ; - 


recommended to them perſeverance, firmneſs, and meafures which were 
peaceable ; that he did not exhort them to riot or inſurrection j that he 
remembers of hearing Mr. Muir obſerve, that ſome things in Paine's 
book were extremely good; and fome things impracticable; that hie 
heard him run down 3 and Equality, as it implied violation of 
property, and aſſigned, that ee 
vhichrnever could exiſt. | 


GEORGE 1114. e 


"Paint That in the Society of the Friends of the Feople a Gl 

gow, he has heard Mr. Muir ſpeak, and that he has heard him declare 
that he would admit no members into the Society, but ſuch as ac- 
knowledged the King, Houſe of Lords, and Houſe of Commons z 
that he never heard him ſpeak againſt the Conffitution, and, that he 
did not recommend any books in particular, but only ſuch bogks in 
general as would inform their minds, and render them better members 


of Society.” { di 13 44d. x 207 7 7 
uV. DANIRE WAR TA, db 


"HR. That he remembers to have had a converſation with Mr. 
Muir in dhe Coffee Room at Glaſgow, in the months of September ar 
3 October 


ns EE 
October laſt ; that He ſaw- Mr. Muir and another gentleman walking - - 


together: the gentlemen having gone away, Mr. Muir came up to the 
_ witneſs, and ſaid, that the perſon with whom he had been, was Chair- 
man of the Society of the Friends of the People in Edinburgh; that 


te witneſs faid to Mr. Muir; Do you not think this a wrong time for | 


to inſiſt for a Reform in Parliament ? To which Mr; Muir anſwered, 
That he thought i it a proper time, as the country enjoyed the bleſſugs 
ef peace; that there was no compariſon betwixt this country and 
France ; that in France, they had ſought a revolution, and had brought 
| it about, but that in Britain me Ie Bu ORR you only x 


moderate Reform. 
| JAMES MGIBBON. 


HDepones, That he was à member of the Society of Reform itt 
Campſie ; that Mr. Muir came there, and that he did not recommend 
any books in particular, nor did . eG an Kings _—_—_— 
S or ed or Commons. 


| " „ de ROBERT HENRY, 5 
£ fn That he is a menher of the 8 Society with the pre- 
Een witagls; . that dir. Muir came there ; that be ſpoke of no 
| books in particular, and heard him ſay nothing againſt the King, 
1 mama, r 


Ogle And _ WILLIAM ORR, +1 


5 I That Mr. Muir and Colonel Palryingte en. 
chat in the company of the witneſs they viſited, and addreſſed the 
: different Societies of the Friends of the People thete ; that Mr. Muir, 
Itf Ni fetches, inculcated a firm attachment to the King and Eonfli- 
_ Eution; that He recommiciided peace and regularity, and reprobated 

riot and edition ; that he exhorted the people to be ſteady, and to pur- 
fue their obje& by all legal means; that after having gone through the 
different Societies, Mr. Muir, Colonel Dalrymple, and the witneſs, 
went to Sificlair's Ian, in Pailey; that in the courſe of private con- 
verſation, Ke heard Mr: Mar ry nothing againit the King and Conſti- 
tution, but that OP" N N was the bett of - 
princes. tag ug 


* * > 
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. 
__. JAMES CRAIG, 


Depones, Thatia the Socicties'of the Friends of the People in eig | 
oy, he heard Mr. Muir declare, that the Conſtitution was a good con 


ſtitution, and that the King was the friend and the n of his people, 


. JAMES RICHARDSON, 


Deponed, That be is a member of the ſame Society of the Friends of 
the People in London, of which Mr. Grey is a member; that he is 
not a member of any Society of the Friends of the People in Scptland, 


| but that he was preſent at 2 meeting of the Friends. of the Pegple im 


Glaſgow, when he heard Mr. Muir exhort the people to keep by the 
Conſtitution, and that if any of them were againſt it, they ſhould be 


expelled 3 that in a maſterly manner he expoſed Liberty and Equaliny 
ii it implied diviſion of property, and that he ſaid ſuch a ſyſtem, was 


totally impracticable; and he uſed every argument ty excite the Pegs 
to keep to the Old Conſtitution. 


Mr. Mon now declared, That he had finiſhed nl 


1 chat it was in his power to adduce many more witneſſes, but 
| e on | 


The Loan Anvacarts then mie and addreſſed the 1 


Gentlemen of the Fury, 
It is'my duty now to tanto n 


truth or falſehood of what is faid to the charge of the Pannel at the 
bar, is to be aſcertained. He is a man, who, under the pretext of 2 

reform, as I ſhall afterwards, ſhew you, hag been ſowing miſchief and 
ſedition ; he appears here before you, after being a fugitive from his 


country; and it is now that hy your verdict, a verdict which is uncon - 


troulable, and from which there is no appeal, his guilt muſt be eſta- 
bliſhed, op the imputation throw out againſt him, completely wiped 
away. It is a moment which I have long wiſhed q ſee; for during 


the circumſtances which occurred laſt winter, among the numerous liſt 


of offenders who appeared, this is the man who of them all appeared 
to me the moſt criminal, and whom 1 moſt wiſhed. to lay hold of; he in 
every thing betrays a moſ} decided ſpirit againſt he Fonſlitutige, ave 
all under the veil of Parliamentary Reform, 
This country, has ſeen many inſtances of pernicious effects of ſedi- 
ton wings and Slg, hug. I am perfuaded a wider range of dia- 
Ha bolical 


ſideration of what you have heard. The moment is come, when the 


ta?) 


"bolical miſchief will appear in this man, than ever was ſeen in England, 

or any where elſe. Who could believe that a man of a liberal educa. 
tom, an- advecate- at this bar, could be found among villagers and 

manufacturers, i 8 eee N OG. 
and diſcontent? 

The charges — * Pannel are divided 1090 — lands, all cen. 
tering, however, in the general charge of exciting ſedition and diſcon- 
tent; dy various ſteps'of condutt. Me has circulated Paine's Works, 
book lich one of his witneſſes ſays, he declared to be dangerous» 
weak minds, with an 6bſtinacy and pertinacity, which plainly indicated 
dat is wiſh was to alter or overturn the Conſtitution. - He went ta 
Kirkintilloch and Campfie, carrying Mr. Paine with him, and adviſed 
the conflititing of meetings, which, without him, would never have 
deen eſtabliſhed ; he came like the dæmon of ſedition, recommending 
that club government which has produced all the anarchy we ſee in 
Pranee; W n in W 
ment. 

«4 He bas been n n e pepe calling enden Refor- 
mers; but the ſpirit of the people ſhewed itſelf, and it no longer en- 
iſts : he in that meeting endeavovred to ſupport and defend a paper 
coming from our ſiſter kingdom : it came from the Society of United 
Iriſhmen; highly” ſeditious, if not treaſohable; and yet he was the 
ringleader to produce, to read, and approve. 
Thneſe three charges, then, Gentlemen, which unite themſelves in 
one, that of exeiting . diſchntent againſt Government, have been 
brought with deliberation; and, eres. ag 2 nen ; 
been eſtabliſhed by the evidence. 
I ih to have the opinlon of a teſpektable eee ſubje&. 
Whether ſedition is a exime of the deteſtable nature I repreſent it? 1 
bring forward che arm of juſtice to ſuppreſs * ene is nen | 
"are ar uy it in a moment. 
SGentlemen, as the charges are threefold, a ade be of 
| Fam kinds: I. dhall ſpeak of each in their order, and, I muſt ſay, 
that if ever a ſtrong body of eee 2 in a can * 
* to de ſeen MM 7 
Taue heſt charge de making need . 3 4. 
encoursging improper meetings, To ſupport this, we find that he 
Went te Kirkintihech and Campſie, and recommended improper pub- 
' Heations, to enlighten, their minds; but in this he does not appear to 
have been very ſucceſsful, if we take the Vice Preſident as an example. 
ks Wr influence. The evidenc A reſts on egen and 
. Freeland. 


— 


t 


Freeland, ä mode in 
which he- gave his evidende, be was calm, accurate, and clear, He | 
and. Freelandagree that the Pannel ſpoke of the ſucceſs of the Prenck 
arms: ith what motive could he diſcourſe on ſuch a ſubject to ea,, 


uninformed, illiterate people, but to fulfil bis ſeditious intentions ? 
He talked of the weight of taxes. Gentlemen, we may ſee theſe bur- 
gens lightened; but if this gentteman's mode of doing it were to go 
an, what ſart of relief we ſaould have by the diminution of our taxes, 
and the payment of our debt, are topics of which you will judge as 
you ought to do. He ſaid that their taxes would be leſs, if they were 
more equally repreſented, and that fram the flouriſhing ſtate of 
© France, they could not bring their goods to market ſo cheap as'Freneh«. 
men. What could poſſibly: be more calculated to produce diſcontent 
and ſedition? Had ſuch Societies previouſly. exiſted, the caſe would 
have been different; but he appears as the ringleader; he was there | 
on the Tueſday preceding, converũng about it; he came to the meet- | 
ing and harangued them; he adjourned with them after wards to Wal. | 
hce's. . ory 4p | 
nan. — | 
"The cond chargy i 2h tiecolningoditions boaks, containing the | \ 


- paſſages libelled in the indictment, which you may read. "Freeland is 
again an evidence here; and I muſt obſerve, that it appears to be 
doubtful, whether he told all he knew; from his face he plainly pre- | 
varicated; and, when cloſely queſtioned, the ſweat broke upon it. | 
e told you the ſtory of getting Paineis bock out of Muit's pocket. | 
I may here obſerve, that ſuch a mode of eireulating a book is that | 
which a man in his ſituation will: naturally adopt; he will not go on | 
openly, but privately, and under various pretexts; by his fruits muſt | 
you know him; TER Pn WP. ng Fe be rang ey toes | 
| then zuüge. by | \ 
we have ovidece of Na eee en weg the Pailley De- 
clarations and other books, which go to prove he is tainted from head 
to foot, and is — j. Nur. Are of the Jaw as 
"You would e his obs Gentlemen, on Anne Piſher 1. | 
ving the foot of the table. What can be laid to her Charge ? her eyi- 
dence was clear and corre&, and was' founded on the beſt baſis, ers 
being confirmed hy the teftimony of others. But what was his con- 
duct ? the only thing, indeed, which he could do. an endeayour 0 
hake her teſtimony by an illiberal and unfounded inſinuation, that we 
i aa our 2 * from domeſtics, * 
0 | 
| | 


* 


11 


er To cher hen amounts her teftitnony: which ſtands b d a doubt; 
that he” was ſent repeatedly from her maſter's houſe, — 
ber, Who underſtand is #/7eſpeRable man] far be it From me to at 
tach any eriminality to him; the Pannel has the miſerable ref 
that the diſtreſſes which have embittered the lives of his parents have 
been brought on by himſelf;—that ſhe was ſent Tepeatedly to buy 
Faine and other works for country peqple that came into the ſhop, 
who, by this man's perſuaſion, muſt out with their miſerable ſixpence to 
purchaſe Paine Rights of Man; that he uſed conſtantly to be reading 
Feditiqus publications in the back ſhop.—It was there, in that cathe. 
1 2 er n eee eee 
the unwary. 


4 . ppople fer whenr he: protured Buine's book 
s os uncle, John Muir the hatter, Barclay the elder, and Wil. 
forthe barber. I have produced all of them in ſupport of the girl, 

except the uncle, whom I declined making an evidence againſt his 
—— He adviſed Wilſon, who completely ſupported the girl in 
bbs, to keep a copy in his ſhop to enlighten. his cyſtomers minds; for 
that it confuted Burke entlrely— Mr. Burke, a man whoſe wonderful 
| pulents and genius have la boon; n 
Nis country, 4 

From theſe circumſances I eee 
Paine's book, at the paſſages in the indictment; and if you are loyal 
yo your king, if you axe loyal to your country, and would preſerve. it, 
Fon will find this man guilty, who has given ſo decided an opinion 

im favour of that wretched outcaſt, His works I never read till my 
official.duty compelſed me to it ; I need not give my opinion of it; 
che determigations of courts of law, and the uyanimqus opinion af 
the country, have marked the deteſtation in which they are held. 
{His Lordſhip here read ſome of the paſſages in the indictment.] 
"What avails- then, Gentlemen, all this evidence of attachment to 
| the king and. conſtitution, when he ugequivocally approves. ſenti- 
ments ſuch. as theſe ? We ape told, indeed, hy ape. of his witneſſes, 
that he adviſed him not to ſell Paine ; but unfortunately the anſwer 
L S him upog hig croſs examination, proves 

at they were not his real Sue Pt te Gar of Gagne, 22. the 


taken notice of, . 
N gn d from the evidence of the girl Fiſher, that the very orga- 
giſt could not PV ooo . without hein 
; keto 17 2 r 
| 5 


tn? 


** to „ler be des, if every. man had a vote; he wendd be 
member for Calder, and members would have tlürty or forty ſhilliags 
a. day. All theſe circumſtances go to prove inconteſtably, that France 
and French principles were continually in his view, and that he aimed 
at the deſtruction of the preſent government; with reſpect to which, 
however, I hope his prophecies will be as falſe, . 
been in regard to the ſucceſs of the French. 755 

I may here remark that the evidence of Fiher padde i 6 riding ; 
inſtance to be contradicted by the elder Barclay; but yo ſhould re- 
waer the ao vin which that od gentleman ee Es 
evidences | 

1 which — to Mr, — 


3 duct i in the Convention. It is here inconteſtably proved, that he read, 


approved, and defended, the Iriſh Addreſs. Will you approve: this 
paper? Will you diſregard. this convincing proof of his guilt? Be his 
ſtadies ever ſo great, be his views ever ſo extenſive, will you permit 
him arrogaatty to ſet up his ſeditious opinions in oppoſition to the go- 
vernment and conſtitution ? His conduct in ſome inſtancet would a- 
molt appear to be marked with inſanity, were we not finding him the : 
determined ringleader in an uniform ſcheme of ſedition;  . 
This, Gentlemen, finiſnes my remarks. upon the evidences: ANY 
the evidence which 1 think is invincible; ann 
which I muſt beg to make ſome obſervations. 

Mr. Muir told us, that he was carried out of lm by buß- 
hels of importance, and that he was detained in France; and that he 
always wiſhed to have a trial. I could have no objections to his pro- 
ing this: it would have argued ſome degree of honour- But bis 
profeſſions are falſe and confuted. He left this country under an im- 
preſſion ot guilt ; and lately returned, the Wy rounds, . 
fame intention as be fore. 15 

The reaſon of his going to France, it * was the ADs: he 
might poſſibly have in ſaving the life of the King of France; and he 
was ſent there by the Friends of the People, Never was I more aſto- 
niſhed than at the impudence of this evidence. Did Skirving know 
or recollect, that he was almoſt accuſing him of high treaſon ? But 
why was he intereſled in this event? It was an eventz; as his witneſſes 
tell you, what would hurt the common cauſe.—W ? their ia- 
tention of effecting a change in the government of t is country There 
then he ſtands a miſſionary from a Society in this country to France, 

e e 


. 2 roaming in ſomo part of the world. 


| | t F] | 
wan werckatagren, 3-podponedit ngen than 2 cughtts 
| have done; to give him every chance; and I inſerted it in the papers, 


The mipmaſter's receipt bears date the 6th May. W became 
of Hm from this date to the zrit July when he was apprehended ! He 
Informed nobody of hie conting home. How wonderful that no letter 

was driven by the winds or impelled by the waves, to give notice of 
what he ſays wus his earneſt wiſh. The reverſe in fact appears to have 
been the caſe. By the letter of J. Muir, his father, we find him in 
Ireland doing we knom not what; except what we learn from the 
diploma of the worthy Society of United Iriſhmen. He is at laſt aps 
— FO HEE with"alVtivrinfiutnns Sine 


bent him. 


des abt cores Wenne ie ane bree 
s dy ite compaty he keeps: amongſt Muir's papers we find a let - 
ter here in my hand adareſſed to the Rev. Fiſthe- Palmer, a man who 
is indicted to ſtand tra at Perth; in the oburſe of a few: days, and 
v hom moſt of you muſt know. The impreſſion of the ſeal too is worth 
remarking, a ng of liber on a fear, aud under is the motto gu ire, I 
deg your attention, Gentlemen, to the quotation I ſhall now read from 
a celebrated French author, in treating of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 
3 —— ͤ V nnn 
of England, from the middle of pi 534, to the ende 4 
1I᷑ hope, Gentlemen, this eaſe will be viewed by you in a light ſuch 
ns this; that you will protect your King from the attacks of his enemies, 


that you will proteck this temple of freedom from the attempts of the 


faftivis, but particularty againſt that man at the bar, who has been 
ſowitig ſeditlon with ſo liberal a hand. You now, however, may ſeize 


wn in his eurer neee, and 


| honour to yourſelves, 
Tue Lord Advocate here finiſhed His 4 10060 1 Jury. —He ſpoke 
| 600 doeh und ten Wündtes We are ſorry, that our preſent ſituation 
nas precluded us from itating his Lordthip's ſpeech at full length, 
Dur ie foregoing embraces the moſt material parts and correſponds 
aach with what we Have already ſeen publiſhed, and announced to 
de n cbmpfehenſtve, and in many part. literal abſtra6t of the moſt 


* yore . 


[ | SIONS 
"Ms: Mai added hiſt the Fury a cu. 
| Gentlemen of the Fury 


1 ne, in my own defence,—All that malice could deviſe, 
all that ſlander could circulate, has been, directed againſt me, 1 


ſpeak with joy, and with Ariumph. After an inveſtigation into 
my public tranſactions, and into my private conduct, the moſt 
minute and the moſt unexampled, which ever occurred in this 


country, my moral charadtar ſtands ſecure and unimpeached, With | 


the anonimous, the worthleſs, and the paid aſſaſſins of public repu- 
tation, I diſdained to enter the liſts. To this day 1 looked forward 
with expeCtation ; when before you, in the preſence of Scotland, I 
| ſhould not merely remoye the ſuſpicion of guilt, hut ſhould demon. 


ſtrate my innocency. I will not imitate the. example of the Public 
Proſecutor, who has finiſhed his pleading. Sounding, and unſub- 


ſtantial declamation is unſuitable for you, and it is unworthy of me, 


This is not an Hour to temporize. The eyes of this country are 
fixed upon us both. The records of this trial will paſs down to 


poſterity. When our aſhes ſhall be ſcattered by the winds of heaven, 


the impartial voice of future times will re-judge your verdict. Let 


faction rage iet the ſpirit of party, in the preſent hour, proudly 
domineer. The illuſion will ſoon vaniſh away. In ſolitude the power 
of recollection will aſſume its influence; and then, it will be ma- 


terial to you, whether or not you have acted uprightly, or ſinned 


againſt your own eternal conſcience, i in my acquittal, or 25 my con- 
demnation 

Before I enter into a particular vindication of myſelf, let me take 
notice of two circumſtances, ſtrongly inſiſted upon by the Public 
Proſecutor, which have little relation to the general nature of the 


evidence which has been adduced.—Long, indeed, has he harangued 


upon them; and has concluded his ſpeech- by exhibiting them in 
every ſhape which his imagination could invent. He maintains, that 
| a conſciouſneſs of guilt obliged me to leave this country after an jnfor- 


mation had been filed againſt me, and after I had been examined by : 
a magiſtrate. I will. admit the fact of my departure.—In theſe days 


—in theſe circumſtances—-is that to be aſcribed to conſcious guilt 
alone? If the whole ſtrength of arþitrary power is extended againſt 
an individual, is there merit in expoſing himſelf as a ſacrifice which 
cannot be uſeful to the country, and which may only preſent poſterity 


vitha new addition to the immenſe catalogue of the victims of deſ- 


— 


= 
OS CC OE ti EE So et in nes at eo ne» a 


+, 


| I» 
rat © 
potiſm. If two motives had only exiſted to which you could affign 
my departure, you are bound to aſcribe it to the moſt charitable. 
But what were the circumſtances attending my departure ? Did they 


beur any reſemblance of a flight? Did I not publicly announce it the 


preceding evening in. a numerous meeting of citizens? Did 1 not 
cauſe it to be publiſhed i in a public paper? Did 1 affect the garb and 
diſguiſe of concealment? In London, did 1 remain in obſcurity ? 
Did 1 not appear in a diſtinguiſhed ſociety, the Society of the Friends 


of the People? And did not that Society publiſh afterwards a peſolu- 


tion, announcing in its preamble my preſence among them? _ 
But I went immediately afterwards to France, Mr. Skirving, who 


was examined with regard to a letter he received from me before 


my departure from London, has ſaid, in his ev idence (and his words 
1 have accurately in my notes,) that I propoſed to go to Paris, as it 


was the advice OF SOME FRIENDS, and might be of ſome ſervice in 


mitigating the fate of the late King. 

The words of Mr. Skirving, 46 SOME FRIENDS,” Loma been 
curioufly repre ſented Alt is ſtated, that theſe 4 ſome friends,” muſt have 
been the re of that truly reſpectahle Society; ; and it is boldly 
argued, that 1 went to France as a Miſſionary from that body. 
Nothing can be 1 more ridiculous. ---Nothing can be more injurious. --- 
Mr. Skirving never ſaid'ſo!-- No perſon can, or dare ſay, that I ever 
went as a miſſionary, delegated from individuals, or by ſocieties, 


to any foreign power. Building then upon this unſubſtantial baſis of 
words, neyer uttered in In by Mr. Skirving, nor which ever 
could poſſibly be uttered, I am accuſed of a ſpecies of high treaſon, 
in correſponding with a foreigh power without any legal authority 


from home. The charge of correſponding with foreign power is 
equally ridiculous with the miſrepreſentation upon which it is unden 


| but let it be conſidered as ſerious, I dare the proof. 


1 challenge the Proſecutor to adduce the Calle reſtige of evi · 

gence, | 
Ves; I vll admit, 1 wrote to Mr. Siet my intention of going 

to France; nor will I deny the motive ſaw, in the execution of 


the late King, a ſpecious pretext to plunge the country in war, and | 
to extend the effuſion of human blood to | every corner of the world! I 


may have erred. I may have ated from enthuſiaſm ; hut it way 


1 enthuſiaſhy i in the cauſe of man, If, at the period when it was free to 


every perſon to publ. their 88 upon that awful queſtion, 
1 wiſhed Vkewiſe to publiſh mine, can that be imputed to me as a 
enwe! Can the intention 5 pleading the cauſe of mercy, of individual 

: and 
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" general humanity; be eonſtrued into guilt? If it 0 can, 1 am 
then, guilty. Has not the Proſecutor lamented that diſaſtrous event ? 


And will he accuſe a man who wiſhed to prevent it? Who, with. 


many friends to humanity, of every nation, and of every party, in 
private, in public, in converſation, and from the preſs, exerted their 


abilities to ward off an event which they foreſaw was to introduce 
years of blood and ſorrow | But allow, that at firſt glance, my depar- 


ture from Scotland, my journey to Paris, afforded a nn of 
la that preſumption is obviated by my RETURN. 

The Proſecutot has boaſted of his humanity, in hea Fir 
delay of a few. weeks, by poſtponing my trial, in order-that I might 


return from Paris.---But was be ignorant that hoſtilities, at that time 


were commencing---that the communication was cloſed ; that it was 


tedious and cult 06 procure palipante'® mmm men 
here can poſſibly have any doubt. 


Do not all my private letters, Which have eee prove p 


my uneaſineſs upon account of the delay, and my anxiety to return? 
But, at the period when I procured my. paſſport, the flames of war 
were blazing over moſt of Europe -I knew only two ways by which 
I could poſſibly return home. The firſt, by the way of Hamburghs 
the ſecond by the longer, but the more certain circuit of America. 
I adopted the latter, as more ſafe, and leſs liable to interruption. 


I left Paris.—I went down to the port of Havre-de-Grace. 1 found 
a veſſel which was to fail for New Vork. The receipt found in m 


pocket-book, when I was ſtopped upon my landing in 


from the maſter of that veſſel for the payment of my paſſage, proves, 


timore, arrived. The Captain was to touch in at Belfaſt, in Ireland, 


Un 


that I had actually taken my paſſage in that ſhip. That veſſel, in 


taking her freight, and by an embargo, was detained for near three 
months. ---In this interval, another American thipy the Hope, of Bal- 


for part of his cargo, on his return to America. This I conſidered 
to be a fortunate. accident,---I immediately embraced: this opportu- 


nity. of returning by the way of Ireland to my country, not to implore 


favour, not to aſk protection, but to DEMAND. juſtice. To paſs 
from France, to any of the dominions of Britain, I had no paſſport--- 


my paſſport was to America. I braved every danger. After a mort 


paſſage I was landed in Ireland. There I remained no longer than 
nine days. I concealed not my name. I appeared publicly, and in the 
places of moſt public reſort. To all I announced my ſituation 


intention, The Proſecutor has either deſignedly, or ignorantly; laid 


hold of * circumſtance of the indorſation of tlie municipal. officer 
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of Havre:de-Grace, upom my paſſport. The Departivene of Paris 
granted me a paſſport in the end of the month of April, and I arrived 


at Havre on the zd or 4th of May. The firſt Rep which a ſtranger 
2 is obliged to take, upon arriving at the place of hit deſtination in 


France, is to proceed to the Municipality, to dew to them the paſſ. 
port from whence he came, to have it reviſed and atteſted by them, 
in order to enjoy ſecurity within their juriſdiction. The indorſation, 
ay 1 have ſtated, of my Pariſian 'paſſport, by the municipal officers 
at Havre, is of the zd or ati of May laſt, From this eircumſtance 
the Lord Advocate infers, that I muſt immediately have found 3 
veſſel to carry'mehome. He makes no allowance for the ſtate of the 
two nations; he makes no allowance for the difficulties which neutral 
veſſels have in paſſing betwixt both; and he knews nothing of the 
| embargoes which theſe veſſels muſt conſtantly experience in the dif. 
ferent belligerent ports. Well, then, ſome time in the month of 
May I muſt” have landed in Ireland! Public report has ſaid, that 
imurrections have been in that country. The Proſecutor has cried 
dut, That I was the dæmon of ſedition! and he inſinuates, that there 


ig a probability that I was the cauſe/of theſe inſurrections. I ſmile 


at the accuſation p which he himſelf in his own mind muſt deride. It 


_ eould have been eaſy” for me, by the "teſtimonies of my friends in 
Treland, whom I love, and whom 1 honour, to prove how I paſſed 


my time. But for me to dwell upon this is unneceſſary. Vou, of the 
Jury, muſt have-experienced the ſame OA ops at oak in- 
Aue dn fameferlings'as 1 de. 5 t- 

From Ireland, the Profecutor ſays, Lee 0 5d in Scot- 
hand! in ee een nn Wes 10-166 geen In- 
— 

In the lit Emi againſt e eee ue ies of 
Cammichsel, the perion who firſt recogniaed me at my landing at 
Portpatrick, and of Mr. Roſs,” the magiſtrate at Stranraer, before 
_ whom T-firſt appeared. The Lord Advocate charges me with coming 
td Scotland in a clandeſtine manner. He ſerves upen me, in the liſt 
of witneſſes, the only witneſſes who could prove the fact; Carmi- 
chael, the cuſtom-houſe officer, and Mr. Roſs the magiſtrate, . 
I ſurrendered. 1 expected Carmichael und that gentleman would 
| Have been incloſed with the other witueſſes of the Crown. I would 
have adduced them as witneſſes to prove, that fo far from concealing 
myſelf, I announced myſe}f publicly, and without diſguiſe ; ſo far from 
attempting evaſion, my only anxiety was to put myſelf in the hands 


of the hun, and under the pr aaa E 
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ot che publie Proſecutor is in every reſpect uniform. n de gy 
ot another piece of diſingenuity, by ſerving upon me in the liſt of the 
witdeifes of the Crown, the names of Carmichael and Roſs. I could 
not entertain the leaſt poſſible doubt, but that they were to be allduced. 
This was an art to prevent me citing them at my own inſtance- It 
has ſucceeded. I am deprived of their teſtimony. But hy did not 
the Proſecutor, at leaſt, produce the declaration which I made before 
the Magiſtrate at Stranraer * That declaration, freely and volun- 
_ tarily emitted, nm 
unbecoming marioer. | 

. Pinball 
ing into thiscountry in concealment. This circumſtance, the Indidtment 
charges as an aggravation of the crime. Judge then, Gentlemen, oft 
tlie · rectitude of the Proſecutor's conduct, when he deelaims upon a ſact 
which he ſurinks ſrom proving, and which by his art in nun 
of witneſſes upon me, he has prevented me from confuting. * 
I truſt, now, eee 
me from Scotland, no improper motive carried me from Eagland t 
France; and that no deep and ſecret intention induced me to return 
in diſguiſe to my country. The oBjeft of that return was to demand 
Juſtice, to wipe away the imputation of that crime of which I no ſtanũ 
charged. And what is that crime ? Sedition.Is there a term ſo vague 
and ſo undefined, ſo familiar to power, ſo familiar to corruption. All 
who ever dared to oppoſe ARBITRARY POWER, and ho in the 
hour of danger came forward to ſave their country, have been branded 
by the epithet of ſeditigus. The term is therefore no longer # term of 
opprobrium. In one age, it has been applied to men rejected by foci- 
ety, whoſe names were honoured by after-times, and upon whoſe yir- 
tues, and upon whoſe ſufferings, the fucceeding age reared the majeſtic 
pillar of the conſtitution. I am then accuſed of ſedition, and I aſk you 
of the Jury, to point out the corner of this land where ſedition has 
exiſted. And tell me truly where the ſmalleſt veſtige of this erime has 
appeared. Upon you the eyes of the people are now placed. Upon 
your conſciences the oath of God is binding, Point out then to us, 
where the ſhadow of ſedition has been deſcried. Have the ſacred rights 
of property been any where invaded ? Has the blood of the (citizens 
flowed by the hands of the Friends of the People? OI No;—But the 
| Proſecutor has talked of the danger of the People of this country were 
in laſt winter, of deep-laid plots, and of tremendous conſpiracies! and 
Lam the man; whom he charges as the author of the whole, whom he 


repraſeens ſimilar in toalignity to the de of miſchief! and whom he 
honours , 


tay 


| W dhe title of the ge ef Geuland! wel den, let was | 
poſed that an attempt was formed to overthrow the Conſtitution, to 
kindle the. torch of civil war, to lead rapine and murder along the land; 
Were has the proof of this defign been found ? Has it been diſcovered 
min the meetings of the Friends of the People, who, conſcious of the 
putity of their intentions, affected no concealment, afſembled with doors 
open to all; and who hatehed their helliſn deſigns, (if ſuch they were) 
in no midnight caveru ? Could in the crowds, that were admitted to at- 
tend the deliberations of theſe Societies, be found no ruſſian, who could 
| at leaſt give a bold and manly teſtimony againſt them, and againſt me? 
But to ſupport the accuſation, the walls of a private houſe muſt be in. 
vaded ; domeſtic ſecrets muſt be explored, and the teſtimony ot a miſer · 
able ſcullion girl and a hair-drefſer; muſt. be brought forward; with | 
regard to words, ſpoken where: ſuſpicion the moſt vigilant muſt have 

been aſleep, under the guardianſhip'of a paternal roof. And are theſe 
the witneſſes, who are to prove againſt me this mighty crime, which, 
ſuppoling chem, to have been honoured by my confidence, would have 
required the co-operation of thouſands of bearded men in arms ? 

. Gentlemen of the Jury; Let us this 3 — 
Let wanR fairly and condidly. I ſmile at the- charge ot ſedition. You 
yourſelves are conſtious that no ſedition has exiſted in this country, and 
in your own minds you deride'the-accuſation. I know for what I am 
brought to this bar, it is for having-ſtrenuouſly and actively engaged in 
the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform; for having exerted every effort, 
dy conſtitutional meaſures, to procure an equal repreſentation of the 
people, in the Houſe of the People. Let not the Proſecutor ſculk in 
darkneſs: Let him come manfully forward, and avow the cauſe which 
has impelled him to bring me here. I vill give you little trouble : * 
will prevent the laſſitude of the Judges: 1 Will ſave you, the Jury, from 
p the wretched mockery of a trial, the ſad neceſſity of condemning a man, 
when the cauſe of his condemnation muſt be concealed, and cannot be 
explained. Ves, I plead guilty. I openly, actively, and ſincereiy em- 
barked in the cauſe of a Parliamentary Reform, in the vindication and 


| da che reſtoration of the rights. of the people. Nor will I bluſh to un- 


fold to vou my motives;.they are ſupported by their own intrinſic 
ſirength,. but hey are likewiſe held up by the great and the venerable 
names of the living and of the dead. 1 contended for an equal repre- 
ſentation of the people, in what I ſhall ever call the Houſe of the Peo- 
ple, becauſe I conſidered it a meaſure eſſentially neceſſary to the ſalva- 
f nen ch deren gte Rar ee 
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11 
Wherein then conliſts che excellency of "that time-tried tabrie, 


mented by the blood of your fathers, flowing from the field and from 
| the ſcaffold? 1 will tell you: It conſiſts in the due balance of its thres 


impelling powers, KING, LORDS, and COMMONS; it one of theſe 


powers loſes its vigour, the conſtitution in proportidn loſes its vigour 7 


if one of © theſe powers becomes only a ſhadow of 'what it ought 
to be, if it becomes merged and abſorbed into any of the other two, 
your conſtitution then alſo becomes a ſiadow; and it is annihilated. 
And do you not know, and does all the world not know that if 
any where the proud ſtructure of the conſtitution has fiiffered the 
ravages of time or of corruption, it is in its popular branch. Is it not 


_ fact indiſputable, that the repreſentation of the people is not ſuch as it 


once was, and is not ſuch, as I truſt in God, one day it ſhall be. The 
man then who ſounds the alarm, when he diſcovers the approach of 
danger, who ſummons all who may be concerned in its reparation; is 
ſurely no enemy to the country, no foe to the CON becauſe he 
labours in its preſervation and protection.“ 
buch were the motives of my conduct. If I am guilty, I have in 4 
guilt many aſſociates, men who now enjoy the repoſe of eternity, whom- 
your fathers admired while living, and to whom you, their children, 
have erected ſtatues. I have no time to run over all the venerable 
catalogue: But, is there a man ignorant of the illuſtrious Locke? And 
was not this ſage in philoſophy, this advanced champion in the cauſe of 
liberty, and of man; this friend to the Britiſh conſtitution, who wrote 
his Treatiſe on Government in its defence; in defence of the laſt glo- 
rious revolution, by the deſire of the Prince; who was the leader of the 
men who planned it; —as not he an advocate for a reform in Parlia- 


ment, for a more equal repreſentation of the Commons in the Houſe of. 
Commons? Will you venture to tear the records of bis fame, toſtig, 
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= And, whtedtands'rs FO being of Parliament, that cleftions ſhould be 


abſolutely free, therefore all undue influences upon the electors are illegal, and ſtrongly 


prohibited. For Mr. Locxs (on Gov. p. 2.4 223.) ranks it among thoſe breaches [ | 


of cruſt in the executjve magiſtrate, which, according to his notions, amount to a diſ- 


| ſolution of the government. If be employs the force, treaſure, and affices of the 
6 ſociety, to corrupt the repreſentatives, or openly to pre-engage the electors, and 
e preſcribe what manner of perſons ſhall be choſen ; For thus to regulate candidates 
# and electors, and new-model the ways of gleftjon, what js it, ſays he, but to cut 
& up the government by the roots, "ol poilen the very fontalnnf poke nding F 
: Blackſlone, J. I. ch. 2. p. 179.—Edition, Lond. 1787. 
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| Let usrapidly proceed. down to more modern times. Letus paſs over 
1 ſilence many illuſtrious names, whoſe memory with that gf the Con. 
ſtitntion will periſh» together, Let us, come to your own days. Are ye 
ignorant of Blackſtone ;—the man who firſt collected the laws of his 
country, trom the deformed chaos into which they had been thrown, 
who arranged them with elegancy, and who adorned them with every 
flower which the claſſic fei could produce? Are not the volumes of 
this reverend judge. in the hands of all? Should they not be familiar, 
a8 leaſt to thoſe who. are called to decide concerning the. conſtitution? 
And has not Blackſtone, not with the levity of ill- pandered words, not 
inthe private hour of relaxation, nat in the heat of popular debate, but 
| the-calmne(s and folitude of ſtudy, maintained the ſame propolitions = 
which IL maintzin, been guilty of the ſame ſedition of which I am guilty, 
when he prenoynged that the Conſtitution was imperfect, in its popular 
branch, and if any where ALTERATION was neceſſary, it was there to 
he deſired I entreat you to liſten. I will read you, what this beſt ex · 
under of the conſtitution has ſaid. Let the words be engraved on 
the tablet of your hearts. 
And this conſtitutian of fuffrages. is framed upon a wiſer principle 
with us, than either of the methods of voting, by centuries or by tribes, 
among the Romans. In the method by centuries, inſtituted by Servius 
, Tullius, it - was: principally rzopzRTyY, and not numbers, that 
* turned the ſcale: in the method by tribes, gradually introduced by 
e the tribunesof the peaple, unn RS only were regarded, and pro- 


85 « perty was entirely overlooked, Hence the laws paſſed by the former 


© method had uſually too great a tendency to aggrandize the patricians 
ct or rich nobles; and thoſe by the latter had too much of a levelling 
© principle. Our conſtitution ſteers between the two extremes. Only 
* ſuch are entirely excluded, as can have no will of their own: there 
* is hardly a free agent to be found, who: is not entitled to a vote in 
« fome place or other in the kingdom. Nor is comparative wealth, 
e or property, entirely diſregarded in elections; for though the richeſt 
. man has only one vote at one place, yet, if his property be at all dif- 
, fuſed, as he has probably a right to vote at more places than one, 
s and therefore has many repreſentatives. This is the SPIRIT OF 
* QUR CONSTITUTION: not that I Mert it is in fact quite ſo perfef as 
. Fave bere endeavoured to deferiby it ; for, if any ALTERATION might | 
_ #4 be wibed or ſuggeſted in the preſent frame of parliament, it ſhould be in 
| « favthr of a ae 9 W po a 
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If Blackſtone then wiſhed for a more equal repreſentation.of heads | 


ple, if he dared to publiſh and: to enforce his wiſh; and I have merely 


done the ſame, where is the difference in our guilt ? But there is a dif- 
ference, and that difference is great. A learned profeſſor of the laws 
of England, in the Univerſity of Cambridge, a gravewriter, in the ſoli- 
tude of his retirement, a ſolemn judge, upon the tribunal of England, | 
proclaiming that a reform in the repreſentation of the people was juſt, - 
and eſſential to the true {| pirit of the conſtigution ; ; how ſuperlatively 


criminal muſt his conduct, be when compared withmine! 
But vengeance ceaſes at the verge of the grave. There factions andy 


parties rage in vain, If I have been guilty- of an atrocious crime, 5 


thall not demand the protection of the dead, I ſhall not wander among 
the tombs, and cry for the ſupport and the aſſiſtance of thoſe who cannot. 
hear me, but I ſhall loudly demand the protection of the living, of 
men high in rank, exalted in power, and who enjoy the confidence of 
their king. Can it ever be forgotten, that in the year 1382 Mr. Pitt 
was ſtained with the ſame guilt ? Did not he preach up the neceſlity of 


% 


a reform in the repreſentation of the people? Did not he adviſe. the 


people to form ſocieties ; and did not he countenance: theſe ſocieties, 
his preſence ? I appeal to the reſolutions which he ſubſcribed, in 


Thatched Houſe Tavern. I atteſt the motious which he made for | 


Reform in the Houſe of Commons. Beware, how you condemn mes, 
Beware how you brand me with the opprobrium of being ſeditious. At 
the ſame time you condemn the confidential Miniſter'of the King. Nay 
more, Sir, in bringing this charge againſt me you accuſe your: Sove- 
reign; for can it be ſuppoſed that he would permit a man to enjoy his 
confidence, who in the year 17825 by being a reformer, as I am in the 


year 1793s wiſhed to precipitate. this country into anarchy; deſolation, 


and into all the horrors which you have deſcribed, | | 

But if the attempt to procure a Reform in Parliament be criminal, 
| your accuſation mult extend far and wide. It muſt implicate the Mini- 
ſters ot the Crown and the loweſt ſubjects, Have you forgotten that in 
the year 1782, the Duke of Richmond, the preſent Commander of the 


23 forces, was a flaming advocate for the uni verſal right of ſuffrage ? Do 


vou not know, that he preſided in ſocieties, and like Mr. Pitt, adviſed. 


an univerſal formation of ſuch ſocieties all over the kingdom? Hare, 
you never read his famous letter to Colonel Sherwin; ; in which tas prin- 
ciples; his teſtimony, to a full and complete repreſentation, of the people, 
are indelibly recorded 2 Is guilt the paſſing unſubſtantial faſhion of the 


ny: Does it ny according to _ * to ſeaſons, and to cireume, 
| * ſtances ? | 
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"mas Shall-what was patriatiſm in 1782, be criminalin 2193 ? You 


have honoured me this night, by the title of the peſt of Scotland. And 
Ache ſame offences merit the ſame appellations, you muſt likewiſe libe. 
rally beſtow this epithet upon the firſt Lord of the treaſury, and upon 

theo Commander of the forces. But what term of fuper-eminent dif. 


tinction will not you, the Public Proſecutor; you the Lord Advocate 
ſor Scotland, appropriate to yourſelf} Were not you, not many 
4 Did not you contend and act for a 

the people in the Houſe of Commons? 
Were not you one of — men, who, for that purpoſe, aſſembled lately 


in dis city, in what they called a Convention, and aſſumed to themſelves | 


the title of Delegates from the Counties? Were not you, yourſelf, 
employed in framing a bill for the extenſion of the elective franchiſe ? 


Every charge in your indictment againſt me recoils upon yourſelf; in 


acculing me, you charge yourſelf with ſedition. If it waslawful for you 
and your friends to meet in focieties, and'in conventions, for the pur- 


poſe of a Reform in Parliament, unleſs the ſtandard of guilt ſhrinks 


and extends ascaprice or power may order, it ſurely muſt have been 


permitted to me and wy friends alto to meet, and to act on the lame 
principle. 25 

But I advance in this tract no farther, althongh my aſſertions and 
my arguments are juſt, yet the ſubje& of them js ſo connected with 


+ ridicule, as to render them not ſo ſeeming i in this ſolemn trial. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, If the real cauſe of my ftanding as a Pan- 


| nel at your bar, is for having actively engaged in the cauſe of a Parlia- 


mentary Reform, I plead guilty. My conſcience, however, will whiſ- 
per conſolation to me under my condemnation. I engaged in that 


_ cauſe, for I thought the meaſure was to fave the country; that a more 


equal repreſentation would dry up the ſources of :corruption, would 
SAminiſh our taxes, and ſtop the effuſion of our blood, . That ſuch were 
my motives, appears from every part of the evidence againſt me. The 
public Proſecutor ſhrunk from the examination, even of the * | 


of his own witneſſes. He averted his eyes from the proof, in order to 
indulge himſelf in yain declamation and unbecoming invective. I will 


not, however, imitate his conduct. 1 will examine minutely every 
branch of the proof which he has adduced againft me; and you will be 


Eg convinced that after every word and action of mine has been ſerutini- 
red; after even the lenity of the unguarded hour has been explored, 
dad while inſtructed ſpies have watched every look, ä 
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ei emi nia, That at meetings of the engl wii 
I myſelf had convocated, I made ſeditious lmrungues; vilified the King 
and Conſtitution; repreſented the monarchical part of our govefametit 
as cumberſome and expenſive; inſtituted a compariſon betwixt dur ſyſ« . 
tem and that of France, and did every thing to inſlame the minds of the x 
people to inſurrection and rebellion, It is particularly alledged that L 
was guilty of theſe crimes at two meetings, da, 


other at Kirkintilloch, _ 
Jo prove this charge, Alexander Johnſtone: _ Von will : 
remember, that I offered to prove that this witneſs had expreſſed him- 
ſelf in the moſt rancorqus terms againſt ane 3 that he would do all in his 
power to get me hanged. By reſpectable witneſſes, I could eafily have 
ſupported this averment; but I was not allowed by the Court, as 1 
could not ſpecify the particular cauſe which had excited the malice of a 
man I did not know, and whom I do not remember to have ever ſeen; 
But what does even Johnſtone ſay ? I will read you from my notes the 
whole of his evidence. Correct me if I have erred in taking down any + 
thing differently from what has been ſtated. 1 nnen, 
are accurate, but miſtakes are not impoſſible. | 
{Here Mr. Muir read over the whole of the evidence.) 
What does this witneſs then ſay ? He ſays, that I ſtated, in the meet - 
ing at Campſie, the diſadvantages in the repreſentation, from boroughs 
being rotten, and from others having no vote, the population of Eng · 
land and Scotland, the ſmall number of electors in both, and that the 
people were not fully repreſented. And is this fedition? Is not the fast 
notoriouſly true? Has it not been reſounded innumerable times within - 
the walls of the Houſe of Commons itſelf? Has not the table of that 
Houſe been covered with petitions, exprelling it in language infinitely 
ſtronger than mine ? If to ſtate trath be ſedition, why did our legifla- 
ture ſlumber > Why flumbered the law ; and why was not public ven- 
geance armed with the ſword of juſtice, when this crime dare to po. 
lute the ſanctuary of the legiſlature, by its appearance within it? 
Johnſtone depones, that I ſaid, If a man gave 20,0001. for a ſeat in 
parliament, he dehoved to derive ſome intereſt from it. Is not the fat 
true? Do not we daily know of ſums of money being given for ſeats in 
| that houſe, and can there be a concluſion in Euclid more certain than 
the inference which I draw from the fact? It may be aid, that the 
Houſe may be pure and uncorrupted, even although ſuch ſums of money 
are. given for admiſſion into it; that men may do fo in order to ſerve 
their country, or to diſplay their own abilities, Grant all "this; but 
| | K 2 | have 
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es not ſeen wacky Sender ſums thrown away at conteſted ele&iohs, 
| by men who never opened their mouths within the walls of St; Stephen's 
Chapel; whoſe patriotiſm never ſhone forth; and whoſe abilities were 
never diſcovered ? The witneſs depones, that I ſaid the Duke of Rich- 
mond had been bribed into ſilence by 20 or 30,0001; And ſuppoſing I 
had faid ſo, that this was a. falutary opiate, which, calmed and cooled 


the fever of his brain, and probably ſaved him the mortification of 


ſtanding his trial, r the crime of ſedition; what has this to 
do with the preſent 8. 4 It is not the Duke of Richmond, but it is 
the King himſelf that I am accuſed of vilifying. This aſſertion of J = 


a Ane d is indeed too lidicrous for ſerious argument. 


* before 1 proceed further, let me make one remark. I 


am to be tried by the law of Scotland ; and, by that Jaw, two witneſſes 


0 are neceſſary to prove a crime. This i is a rule full of humanity ; but, at 


tze ſame time, by cutting off proof, it may, and has upon ſome occaſt- 
ons defeated the ends of public juſtice. If, however, the concurrence 


of two witneſſes were to be rigorouſly inſiſted upon, it muſt be in a 


WL 


caſe ſimilar to mine, where their teſtimony is to go to words, vlan 


verba, neither engraved in marble, nor recorded in braſs. Vou 


| - know the infinite variety of circumſtances depending upon the ſpeaker, 


me occaſion, the manner, the perſon to whom they were uttered, and 


his ſituation ; by which, the meaning of the ſame words can be diver- 


ſiſied and modified, tortured, into guilt, and explained into innocence, 


By the law;of England, which i is likewiſe the ſame with our's in the caſe 
of treaſon, the bare uttering of words,. without any overt act, cannot 


be admitted as evidence to prove the crime. 


\ +: Johnſtone depones, that I compared our confination with the 


French, and ſaid, that their arms would be ſucceſsful ; that their re- 


Preſentation was more equal; two thirds of their debt paid; and that 


- their manufacturers, in the competition with oufs, would have the 
advantage. Whoever heard before, that it was yalawful to compare 


the Britiſh, conſtitution. with that of another country ?. If the Britiſh 


conſtitution. is. the boaſt of ages, the pride and the glory of the world, 


can it ſuffer by any compariſon? On the contrary, will not its 


ſplendour brighten by the foil? But does Johnſtone ſay, that I gave 
the ſuperiority. to the French. conſtitution over che Britiſh? No.— 


Does he aſſert, that I exhorted the meeting to reject the Britiſh con- 


ſtitution,. to adopt the French, and to adopt the French as the better 


model? No; not a word. What then ſays he? That I merely 


compared the two together. Is this ſedition? Alas! we are all ſedi- 
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tous. Is there a man ha; or in this country, who has not, in his 
own. mind, and who has not in words, made a fimilar compariſon? ?: 
Johnſtone next obſerves, That I mentioned, that two thirds of het; 1 
French national debt was already paid; that their taxes were leſs, - 


and that I aſcribed this to the people being more equally repreſented 4 


in their legiſlature. I may have ſaid ſo, or 1 may not have ſaid fo. 
My remembrance does not carry me. Whether the fact was true, at 
that time, that I ſpoke in the meeting, of two-thirds of their national 
debt being paid, and of their taxes being Lls, 1 know not. Certain 
it is, be fore and ſince, I have often heard it to be ſo, in word and in 
writing; but I will ſay this to you, and 1 will ſay it to all Scotland, 
that an equal repreſentation of the people is the moſt dire&t and 
ſulutary method to diminiſh and pay off the national debt; to alleviate 
the weight of taxes, and to remove the clogs of induſtry. Nothing 
can be truer than the inference which Johnſtone ſays I drew, that a 
people equally induſtrious muſt have the advantage over another, 
who pay greater taxes, and who groan under the burden of 'a greater 
debt. If I were connected with this laſt nation, I certainly would 
© adviſe them to take every conſtitutional ſtep to procure a diminution *' 
of their debt and of their taxes. And what does Mr. Johnſtone ſay? 
That I adviſed the ſociety to petition Parliament, and that the fole 
intention of theſe ſocieties was to procure a more equal repreſentation 
and a ſhorter duration of Parliaments. Do you ſay then, that the 
object of theſe focieties is unconſtitutional ?- Or do you ſay, that 
theſe ſocieties, in the means which I adviſed them' to make uſe of in 
order to accompliſh that object, were to act unconſtitutionally? Yeu 
can do neither. Under the free government of Britain, every man 
has a right to look after thoſe whom he is ſuppoſed to delegate to the 
Houſe of Commons, to be the arbiters of his liberty, his fortune, his 
life. He has a right to come and ſtate” to them his wrongs and his 
apprehenſions ; and 1 mode beet. the eder has — out 
is by petition. 

Johnſtone depones, chat 1 adviſed the bps to conſult 8 
to communicate and diffuſe their knowledge: The advice was a good 
advice: and ſuch an advice as I would give were I ſtill in the ſame 
ſituation. What! is the time now come when the mind muſt be 
locked up; when fetters muſt be impoſed upon the underſtanding; 
and when the people, the great maſs of human being, muſt be pro- 
hibited to receive information, and to communicate among them- 
ſelves the information which they may have received. Miſerable 
people !—Country to be deplored !—Ignorance' is the ſource from 
| 4 | which 
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which defpotiſm flows. The remembrance of former liberties wilt 
make you only more wretched.  Extinguiſh then (if poſſible) the 
 Ught of heaven, and let us grope, and let us ſearch for conſolation, 
"If it can be found, under the darkneſs which ſhall ſoon cover us. 


But the proſpect before us is not ſo diſmal. We live, we act under 
the Britiſh conſtitution. A conſtitution which, in its genuine prin. 
ciples, has for ages conſecrated freedom. We live, and we remember 
the glorious revolution. of 1688, which banithed deſpotiſm, and 
placed the family of Hanover upon the throne. We remember the 
Bill of Rights; nor ſhall we forget one of its moſt ſacred clauſes, 
1 declared, eſtabliſhed, and ſanctioned the unalienable claim of 
che citizen to petition Parliament. Now, as members of the Britith 
eonſtitution, acting under the Bill of Rights, how ſhould our conduct 


be ſhaped? Do we complain of general grievances, ſuch as, an un- 


 equalrepreſentation of the people? It would be arrogance in a part 


to peak the language of the whole. Let thoſe, then, who feel moſt 
ſenſibly the preſſure of this general grievance, not preſume to com. 
— nation, but conſult the nation. And how are they 
then to conſult the nation, but dy bringing the people together in 
focieties to deliberate and to reſolve ?- Would you wiſh the people 


to act anadviſedly ?- Would you propoſe they ſhould carry petitions 


to the doors of the Houſe. of Commons, without knowing the real 
ſignification- of the import of theſe petitions? Let us apply to our 
political conduct a rule ſure and unerring in private life.—Thiak, 
deliberate before you at. An unequal repreſentation is a general 
 grievance.—Before we ſeek to obtain its redreſs, let us inquire, in 

the firſt place, if it is generally felt; and in the ſerond, if redreſs is 5; 
generally withed-for. In applying for a general remedy, let us firſt 


de convinced bf the general diſeaſe. Without this, a few faftious | 


may preſume to ſpeak for the nation, may impoſe upbn the weak, and 
may plunge” the many into inextricable confuſion and miſery. The 
great propoſition, then, which I maintained is, that the people ſhould 
_ conſult together; that they ſhould form themſelves into ſocieties ; for 
it is only by ſv doing that they can conduR themielves with wiſdom, 
and hepe for fucceſs. 36 

The Bi of Rights declared the unalienable, inpreſeriptible right 
of the people to petition Parliament, and if you condemn me for 


adviſing he people to petition with reflection, with united and 


general deliberation, for the redreſs of general grievances, ye teat 
r 
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do not condemn me, but you trample upon their liberties, and you 


before you, and before this great audience. 


in my notes. I adviſed the ſociety to get ALL the political pamphlets 


but by general, complete, and impartial information of the different 


conduct. Fond of reading myſelf, purchaſing, for information, al- 


and of faftions; if truth had not been my object, I would have ſaid 


hirelings ; but read every treatiſe written in its defence.---Theſe- are 
are ſtamped by the fignature of genius.“ You will remember what 
relative to what I mentioned concerning the King, Lords, and Com- 
the conſtitution ought to conſiſt of King, Lords, and Commons. 18 
this vilifying the monarchy ! Ls this repreſenting that part af the 


government as expenſive and cumberſome, as the indictment ſets 
, a | 4 «MR Fs N i N | ; forth? 


people to inform themſelves, reciprocally to communicate their in- 
formation, and then wiſely and deliberately to petition Parliament, you 


proſeribe the conſtitution. If I declared, at the meeting of Campe,. 
that the people ſhould adopt every mean to inſtruct themſelves with 
regard to their political rights, I declare and I inculcate the fame now 


Hear farther what Mr. Johnſtone ſays. L have his words tant 


from à neighbouring bookſeller.---The advice was a right advice. 
1 did not liſt myſelf under the banners of faction. I combated ' 
neither for miniſtry nor for oppoſition, for the ins nor for the outs; 
1 fought in the cauſe of truth, and how is that cauſe to be ſucceſsful, - 


arguments advanced upon either ſide of the great queſtion of Par- 
liamentary Reform? Gentlemen, remember who the witneſs is, 
who brings forward this important truth in my favour. It is Alex- - 
ander Johnſtone, the firſt witneſs adduced by the Proſecutor, againſt - 
whom I objected on account of the expreſſions which he had uſed, 
indicating his intention to ruin me, which, by reſpectable witneſſes, 1 
offered inſtantly to prove, but which proof was not allowed by the 
Court. When this man fpeaks what is ſtrongly in my favour, you 1 
cannot ſuſpeR him; nay, more, what he has faid, affords a clue to mx 


moſt every new publication, was it not natural and juſt for me to re- 
commend a ſimilar line of conduct to men, who, from their union, 
vere enabled to defray the expence ? If 1 had been the tool of party 


to this fociety,. * purchaſe not the books which are written againſt -_ 
Parliamentary Reform ; they are merely the productions of penſioned 


the productions of enlightened, and of philanthropic men, and they 
the witneſs has ſaid upon the interrogatory of the Solicitor General, 


mons. What was the reply of the witneſy? It was this, that & d, 
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forth? . minds of the peopl, and exciting them 
| to inſurrection and rebellion ? | 

This witneſs has likewiſe deponed to a a remarkable fact; I will ſtate 

you his words accurately. If I am. in error, you. will correct me 

from your notes. In that meeting there was mention made of 
* Paine's Rights of Man, but not by. Mr. Muir. One man in the 


© _ - « ſociety, not in a public manner, but to his neighbour privately, 


4 ſaid, that he had read Paine's Works.” What was that to me? 
And ſuppoſing 1 hat overheard this man uſe [theſe words; could! 
be blamed for merely poſſeſſing the faculty of hearing? Does John. 
ſtone ſay, that I participated in this private converſation? He ſays no 
- ſuch thing. Does he ſwear. that I recommended Paine's Works, or 
introduced the mention of them in the meeting? No. How then 
is the other charge i in the indictment ſupported by the teſtimony of 
this witneſs?---of my adviſing the people to read ſeditious books, and 
_ circulating ſuch among them. 
. Johnſtone has told you, that moſt of thoſe 8 compoſed this meet- 
| ing were weavers, moſtly young men from eighteen. to twenty year 
of age. What is the inference which. the Lord Adyocate has deduced 
| from this: I bluſh to mention it.— That people, in that ſituation, and 
at that time of life, have no right to interfere in public affairs | Peo- 
ple in that ſituation i What ſituation ? Who compoſe the great maſs 
. of ſociety > Who ſupport: the ſtate ? Who contribute to its wealth 
Who muſt fight in its defence? People at that period of life What 
period When the keart is uncorrupted ; when the ſoil is beſt prepared 
2 to receive good ſeed, and when the feelings of the mind can be maſt 
ceaſily led over to the fide of virtue and humanity. Becauſe the ma- 
jority of the members of that ſociety. might be weavers, they muſt be 
held up in deriſion | Becauſe the majority of them might be young, 
men, they muſt be cenſured for preſuming to intereſt, themſelves in 
the happineſs of that country in which they were to ſpend their future 
days, and whoſe conſtitution was to operate on their future lives! But 
you bave ſeen ſeveral ol the members of that Society, and thoſe too 
adduced by the Proſecutor, (Mr. Johnſtone in the number) and did 
you think them ſo young, ſo frivolous, and ſo ill-taught as he repre- 
ſented? This is a matter which regards you, as. you were the witneſſes, 
and you muſt judge for yourſelves. Finally, hear the concluſion of 
the depoſition of this witneſs, which ſtates, „That I recommended 
e peace and regularity to the meeting, and obſerved, that any tumult 
„ or diſorder would ruin their common cauſe; 17 and that I told them, 


5 * there was no other * of 5 ä but N applying to 
" | % Parlia- 
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* Parliament z and that I recommended to them « to beware ef whe, 
« mitting any immoral characters as members.” p 

The next witneſs adduced for the Proſecutor is Robert Waddell, 
I Vice-Preſident of the Society at Kirkintilloch, who ſwears to the par- 
ticulars which occured at the ſame meeting, in which the . 
witneſs was preſent. | 

[ Mr. Muir then read over his notes of this witneſs s ; depoſition. ] 

In what reſpect does this witneſs criminate me ? Does he not agree 
preciſely with Johnſtone concerning my general conduct? I am ac- 
cuſed of vilifying the King and Conſticution ; and what does this wit- 
neſs ſay? That I made a ſpeech, in which I adviſed regularity in their 
proceedings ; and that they ought to proceed in a conſtitutional man- 
ner, as the law now is, by King, Lords, and Commons. The in- 
dictment alledges, that I ſpoke and reprobated the monarchical branch 
of the conſtitution. But the witneſs ſwears, that I ſaid nothing about 
the expence of the King, nor the comparative expence of the French 
conſtitution, nor the ſucceſs of their arms. Gentlemen, I ſpeak 
with candour; it is not in my remembrance, that I ſpoke concerning 
the comparative excellency of the French or Britiſh conſtitutions. 
You hear one witneſs declaring, that 1 merely compared them toge- 
tber; you hear this witneſs declare, that I made no mention of either 
conſtitution; both of them may have ſpoken truth according to the 
impreſſion which was on their minds, but they ſhew you the danger of 
truſting to the memory of witneſſes, when it relates to words ſpoken 
in the warmth of a puhlię diſcuſſion, and attempted to be recollected 
| after, the lapſe of many months. But give: whatſoever degree of 
ſtrength you chooſe to Johnftone's evidence, draw from the compariſon 
which I inſtituted between the French and Britiſh conſtitutions, an in- 
ference as highly criminal as you' poſſibly can; the teſtimony of that 
man is completely overthrown by this vitneſs. .. Mr. Waddell has 
| ſtated to you what paſſed after the meeting was ever, in private com- 
pany, in the unguarded hour, when the mind dreads no danger, and 
when vigilance is alleep. Can any thing prove more ſtrongly than the 
depoſition of this man, the innocency of my contluct? The converſa · 
tion related to politics, and to new publications; and ſurely materials 
of that kind are infinitely more noble in their nature, thun thoſe which 
deform convivial ſociety, and diſgrace the man. He remembers me 
ſpeaking of Mr. Flower's book upon the French | Conſtitution; a book 
which the Lord Advocate, although not ſpecified i in the libel, wiſhed 
to inſinuate as being ſeditious, and conſequently, an aggravation of 
th . Ot the truly reſpeRable author of this book I knew no- 
| E 


thing ; 


* 


A 


deſire, or on my recommendation ? No.—That he purchaſed for his 
don uſe und thiat of his neighbours, three or four copies of the Paiſ- 


. 2 14 ] 
Po dur ir kom writing; a true ideg niay de formed vt the lep 
which guides the pen, there is no man that I would more fondly call 


my friend. It is true, I recommended Mr. Flower vhere, becauſe 1 
recommended his principles every where.—I will do ſo till ; 1 will 


do fo in your preſence, in the preſence of the Court, and to this great 
audience. You, who wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, read and 
weigh well the leffons which this good man has given and inculcated. 
Let perſonal reformation precede public; let the torch of knowledge 
lighten the path-of liberty; but, above all, let found morality, and 
genuine Chriſtianity be the goals from which you commence your po. 
litical career. A people ignorant never can enjoy freedom; a peo· 
ple immoral are unworthy of the bleſſing. 

The witnefs next mention, that the only book which 1 recom- 
mended te be purchaſed, was Dr. Henry*s Hiſtory of England. I am 
an enemy to the conſtitution, - and yet 1 recommendec to the people 
the boek beſt calculated to inſtruct them in its principles, and in its 
Progreſs; a book, applauded in private and in public by the Earl of 
| Munsfetd, and upon Whoſe application, the author received an ho. 
nourable penſion from the King; honourable to the granter, to the 


| receiver, nad m Kim who firt noticed the modeſt merit of the writer, 


The witnefs next proceeds to mention, that at the meeting, a perſon - 
of the name of Boyd propoſed, that Paine's Works ſhould be purchaſed 


and recommended. What was my conduct upon the occaſion ? I ſaid, 


it was foreign to their purpoſe; and foreign, ſurely, indeed it was. 
Without approving of Mr. Paine's principles, without condemning 
them, I ſhall afterwards more fully ſhew you, that the advice was ſuch 
as became them and me in our ſituation at the time. bo | 

The witneſs mentions, that he purchaſed fer the Society three or 
four copies of the Political Progreſs. Does he ſay, that it was at my 


ley Declaration of Rights; that he got a copy of Paine's pamphlet, 
but knows not from whom; that he never ſaw the Dialogue betwixt 
the Governors and the Governed, one of the charges againſt me in 
the libel; and that a Mr. William Muir ſhewed him a number of the 
Patriot. In the name of common ſenſe, what connection have I with 
this extraneous matter How does it tend towards my crimination? 
The witneſs. fears poſitively, that the only book which T reevmmended 
1 purchaſed by the Society, was Henry's Hiſtory of Britain. 
The witneſs declared, that a more equal repreſentation of the peo- 


ple as the obj ofthe cn, — a, 
. 
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fy” what be meant by a more equal repreſentation, he ſtopt ey 5 
moment to consider. Ol what matter of triumph was this! Then 
burſt the contemptuous fneer ; and then with affected ridicule was 
pointed out, the abſurdity of men ſo ignorant, embarking in the cauſe 


of reformation, when even their Vice-Preſident, che witneſs, wha 2 


from [his ſtation, if any had Known, he ſhauld have been the man. 
But by all, excepting. by Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond, Who. 
contended for a reformation, no ſpecific plan has yet been propoſed, > 
In all that was faid in the late debate in the Houſe of Commons, no 
ſpecific plan was brought forward. Is it then a matter of ſurpriſe that 
the witnefs ſtopt for a moment to conſider his anſwer to the queſtion ? 
His anſwer was ſuch as did hongur to the eoolneſs of his mind, and to 
the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding. Two opinions, replied he, di- 
vided the Society. One was for confining the right of election to 
landed property; the other, for extending it to the body of the peo- 
ple; that he, for his own part, had not yet made up abs ain is 
either. Being aſked my opinion, he ſwears, I gave none. | 
Tue witneſs depones to my expreſs language, that I aid to the meet- | 
ing, that they would be the more ſucceſsful, the more they were con- 
ſtitutional. Js this preaching up ſedition ? Is this inflaming the minds 
of the multitude to rebellign ? With every witneſs adduced againſt me 
this day, this witneſs likewiſe corrobates my earneſt advices to the 
people, to be regular, to be moderate, and to be moral. . 
The next witneſs propoſed to be adduced. againſt me was, the Rey. 
James Lapſlie. My objections to his admiſſibility were ſuſtained, be- 
fore I adyanced upon the threſhold of my proof, by the Lord Ad. 
vocate's giving him up. Sorry am I indeed for the Proſecutor's timely 
precaution z proof was thickening faſt againſt this gentleman ; proof 
of practices, proof of crimes, which but I go no farther 
the day will come, when this gentleman and myſelf ſnall exchange 
ſituations at this bar. I truſt that by your verdict I ſhall be acquitted, 
and the moment after, 1 ſolemaly pledge myſelf to this nation, to ex- 
bibit againſt him a criminal accuſation af the moſt ſerious kind. To 
ſay more would not be right, as tending to excite a prejudice againſt 
him in the day of his on trial. It is ſufficient for me, that, even in 
this ſtage of the buſineſs, after the proof I was leading, my mot ran- 
Foxous enemy would have bluſhed to have brought forward this m 
teſtimony, _ 
The next witneſs was, Henry Freeland, Preſident of the Society at 
— Kirkintilloch. The indictment charges me with hay ing convocated the 
Fogities at rome and at Kirkintilloch, The witneſs Krege that 
L 2 there 


* 
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chere was an intention of having d let at: Kirkintilloch, hab 
i fore eyer he ſaw me. Does this witneſs, the firſt preſident of that 
 ociety, who, if any man Could, muſt ha ve been well informed of the 
_ circumſtances leading to its formation, ſupport the charge in the libel } 
Quite the reverſe. I ſhall poſtpone the moſt material part of his de: 
poſition to the laſt. In my ſpeech, he mentions, that 1 ſpoke about 
| Jhortening the duration of Parliaments and a more equal repreſenta. 
tion; that I faid, that I thought taxes might be leſſened by theſe 
means, and that the reform was not to take place as to the King and 
Houſe of Lords, but only of the Commo.is. Call you this ſedition ? 
Does not evefy thing brought forward by theſe witneffes of the 
Crown, confute the falſe, the injurious, and the ſcandalous charge i in 
the libel, of vilifying the Conſtitution, and of gs. the people's to 
rebellion againſt the King ? | 
Mr. Freeland ſaid, that I mentiened the ſucceſs of the French arms, 
and that liberty would be eſtabliſhed in France. Call you this like- 

. Wiſe a crime? At the time when 1 ſpoke, was it not true? Were not 

5 the armies of France i in-eyery part victorious ; and could I, not pol. | 

felſed of the power of penetration into the future, be ſure that they 
were not to accompliſh their object? Are not opinions, after all that 
has happened during the laſt months, as much divided as they were 
then ? Can you go into private or into public company, where this 
topic forms not the moſt material part of their converſation ? 11 
merely to ſpeak wt this ſubject be ſedition, you are all contami- 
nated. 

- Freeland concurs "with the r witneſſes in remembering, that 

; 1 recommended no other book to the meeting than Henry's Hiſtory. 

"That I told them all riot would be ruin to the cauſe 3 exhorted them 
to be conſtitutional and regular, and told tem, that they were to 

| "petition Parliament, and that there was no other way of getting a re- 

form. 

I now come to the moſt material part of Mr. e evidence, 
which relates to my lending him a copy of Paine's Works. Now let 
us take his evidence in the connection of time. He tells you, that, 
having heard that a proclamation was againſt that book, he was upon 
that account curious to ſee it, and that! e firſt ſpoke of it to me; that 
upon Tueſday, eight days before the fociety met, when I happened to 

beat Kirkintilloch, in the houſe of Wallace, to which I had ſent for 
him, that T bid him ſearch in my great coat pocket, and he would find 
"the book; but that he had before this time, for the reaſon which he 


had mm aſked the loan of it from me. He further tells you, 
| tha 


\ 
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Git ben be fir fpoke ef chat book to me, I ſaid, 1 thought it had a 
tendency to miſlead the people; that he was ſurpriſed I did not re- 
commend it, becauſe every wy elle ſpoke well of it, and that I did . 
not approve of it. 
+ This is Mr. Freeland's depoſition as to what paſſed between him 
and me, when he received Mr. Paine” 's Works. But his teſtimony 
goes farther, and corroborates that in which all the witneſſes are 
unanimous, concerning what paſſed in the ſociety when that book was 
mentioned; of its being ſuggeſted by one Boyd, to purchaſe it; but 
that I ſhook my head and ſaid, it was foreign to the purpoſe. 2 
Gentlemen, This is the moſt material evidence which the Proſecutor 
has been able to produce. A wide field is now before us, and that T 
may deviate as little as poſſible from preciſion, I call een what 1 
have to ſay under diſtinct heads. f 
In the frf place, the indictment charges me of feloniouſly* and 
wickedly circulating and diſtributing this book, in order to inflame 
the minds of men againſt the Conſtitution. You are the judges of the 
law and of the fact. Your deciſion will not ſeparate them from each 
other, but combine them both together. Is it neceſſary for me (o 
inform you, that, without a criminal intention, there can be no erime | 
and has not the indictment itſelf ſet forth, that I did not circulate 
theſe books merely, but that the circulation proceeded from ſuch 
intention? Now, I aſk you to lay your hands upon your breaſts and to 
ay, where, in the circumſtances of this caſe, is the ſhadow of felonious 
_ deſign? The Works of Mr. Paine had been publiſhed and ſold every 
where. The papers of the day teemed with ſucceſſive advertiſements, 
announcing where they were to be procured. What excited this 
curioſity in the public mind, without uttering a ſingle ſyllable upon the 
intrinſic merit or demerit of theſe works, is eaſy to tell. The ſitua- 
tion of France rouſed the attention of Europe. To that country every 
eye was turned, and every man who could wield a pen, was employed 
in diſcuſſing the principles which the Revolution had brought for- 
ward. Mr. Burke entered the field of controverſy. The name of 
that gentleman would give ſale and.diffuſion to any production. Mr. 
Burke fought upon one fide of the queſtion. He was encountered 
upon the oppoſite by Thomas Paine. Both of them champions of 
approved vigour, and of undoubted proweſs Could public curioſity 
not be awakened to the contention of ſuch men? It was ſo moſt com- 
pletely: and the Works of Mr. Burke and of Thomas Paine flew 
with a rapidity to every corner of the land, hitherto unexampled in 
** hiſtory of political ſcience, Is there a ſingle man among you, 
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who hes cat. cond the Works either of Paine or of Burke? Is there a 
perſon upon the bench, upon the Jury, or in this audience, who hay 
_ ether not purchaſed or lent the Treatiſe upon the Rights of Man} 
Now, if one of you lent to a friend or relation, who might participate 
in the cammon curioſity, a fingle pamphlet of Mr. Paine's, you are as 
guilty as I am; but why ſhould 1 uſe the term guilty > NONE of | 
| > i a. becauſe we harboured no evil 
gn. 
If there had been à public law gf the kingdom condemning that 
book, the preſumption of ignorance. could not be admitted by its 
rigid rule. And the mere act of giving away a ſingle copy would 
have been conſidered as 2 violation of its letter. But, at the period 
when I lent Mr. Freeland, Paine's Works, was the ſentence of repro. 
bation thundered againſt them? No. 1 then was guilty of offending 
9 exilting law. I was not certified of my danger, I was not put 
upon my guard. Was there a judgement of any court in England 
or in Scotland againſt this book at that time? No. Then I had ng 
- eauſe for alarm; but ſome months be fore, a proclamation againſt 
 dGditious writings had been iſſued. A proclamation, gentlemen, is 
not law. It can declare and it can enforce what the law has already 
enafted, but it has no legiſlative authority. But was there any 
mention of Mr. Paine's Works in that proclamation ? None. What 
were the. conſequences of this proclamation? You know them well. 

If there had been a demand before for political books, that demand 
| | increaſed i in 2 ten- fold proportion. Concerning the particular books 
to which the proclamation might be ſuppoſed to allude, curioſity 
was more highly excited, and converſation became more keenly in- 
 tereſted; Now; mark the circumſlances in which Mr. Freeland applied 
to me forthe loan of that book, Here, take notice, of his expreſs words, 
* that having heard a proclamation of the King was uſed againſt it, 
he was, upon that account, curious to, fee it, and firſt ſpoke of it to 
Mr. Muir.” Now, I aſk you, if any thing like felonious latenten 
in Freeland can be diſcoyered, in applying for it to me; a proclama- 
tinn had been iſſued againſt ſeditigus books, and à natural curioſity 
was excited in him to ſee what theſe books were, which he had heard 
reported to be ſeditious; 4 curioßty which, at the time, was com- 
mon to all. I aſk, if you could ſuppoſt t was 2. felonious in- 
tention in my lending it? Did I introduce the converſation by ſpeak- 
ing of it ? Did 1 adviſe him to read it, to adopt its principles, and 
- ©. contribute his exertions to carry them into practice? No. He 


. of the book ; n 
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It * a tendency to millead the people; at which be was mupprited, 28 
it was otherwiſe approved by all. To what then reduces itfelf this 
mighty crime of iedition for which 1 ſtand here? To gratify the 
natural curioſity of a perſon who tells you, he lives in my neighhour- 
hood, and is a diſtant relation, I lent a book, which was in uni- 
verſal circulation, unnoticed by Courts of 1 uncondemned by 
law. | 
If you have come here this day with an intention to bring me in 
guilty, whether right or wrong, ſay ſo boldly, openly, and let me 
add, honeſtly. Refort not to wretched pretexts and expedients to 
juſtify a ſtretch of power. Theſe pretexts are ſoon ſeen. through 
by the penetrating eye of menkind, and to the guilt attending the 
determination, will be added the contempt which oy pretext vin N 
juſtify. 

Gentlemen, in the ſecond l 1 would direct your attention to 
what Mr. Paine's writings are, and to the particular manner in Which 
they are preſented in accuſation in my trial. I will allow that any 
writing which ealls upon the people to riſe in arms, to reſiſt the law, 
and to ſubvert the conſtitution, is ſomething worſe than ſeditious, that 
it is treaſonable ; but do the writings of Mr. Paine ſtand in that pre- 
dicament? Can yon point me out a ſingle ſentence where he provokes - 
inſurrection? Mr. Paine's writings are indiſputably of a ſpeculative 
nature. He inveſtigates the firſt principles of ſociety ; he compares 
different forms of government together; and where he gives the pre- 
ference, he aſſigns his reaſons for fo doing. | 

I have neither time nor inclination to entertain you by differtations 
upon the Liberty of the Preſs. If that liberty is ſickly, the conſti- | 
tution is likewife diſeaſed. If that liberty is extinguiſhed, the conſti- 
tution expires. You will aſk, What is the preciſe notion which 'L 
affix to the term Liberty of the Preſs? I will tell you honeſtly, and 

_ vithout difguiſe.—By'the Liberty-of the Preſs, I mean not the power 
of aſlaffinating the reputation, of tbrturing the feelings of indivi- 
duals. No crime, in my eſtimation, can be more henious,—By the 
Liberty of the Prefs, I mean not the power of degrading, and of con- 
taminating the public mind by corruption of public morals, —By the 
Liberty of the Prefs, 1 underftand not the power of inflaming ghe 
minds of men againſt the conftitution, of ſtimulating the people to 
inſurrection, and of tearing down the barriers of public property, and 
of public ſecurity. Where government is eftablifhed, that government 
muſt be reſpected. And the truefbrepublic which ever yet exiſted, never 
664 ſounded 4 
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the charge to civil war, B v THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, I under: 


and the INALIENABLE, RIGHT OF PUBLISHING TRUTH; of pre- 
ſenting to the world whatever may tend to public good, and may not 
hurt the feelings of individuals, morals, nor eſtabliſhed laws. | 
 .. Conſtitutions of government are the workmanſhip of men; that con- 


5 itution is the moſt perfect, which can be moſt eafily amended. There | 


— 


are conſtitutions, which, , ſtep by ſtep, without convulſion, and without 
blood, have advanced. to ſuperior degrees of perfection; which, by 
their own internal energy, haye effected their own reformation, and 


avoided the calamities of a revolution. Theſe progreſſive conſtitutions, 


if 1 may uſe the expreſſion, muſt always cheriſh and ſupport the liberty 
of the preſs, as the chief inſtrument of their preſervation, Look back, 
I beſeech you, to the ancient ſyſtem in France. To you the 


. - obſervation” may be ſingular, but Tam confident in my own mind it 


is juſt, - If, while the veſtiges of their ancient conſtitution ſtill remained, 
while the remembrance of the States General was not yet forgotten, the 


| freedom of the preſs had not been annihilated, their conſtitution would 


have become progreſſive; its reformation would gradually have been 
operated, and by the exertions of good men and of patriotic writers, all 
the calamities which we now deplore in the Revolution would have been 
averted. How grateful ſhould e be to eternal Providence, that our 
Conſtitution poſſeſſes in itſelf the power of amendment; that, without a 
' xeyolution, it can reclify its abuſes ; and that, ſilently and without diſ- 
order, it can advance towards that chaſtened liberty, which « conſtitutes 
human felicity. You have read the hiſtory of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; 5 
and what is it, but the hiſtory of a continual progreſs ? You will next 


© aſk, what has been the impelling cauſe of this progreſs? P. anſwer, the 
night of the univerſal diffuſion of information, by means of the Liberty 
of the Preſs, If you deftroy that. liberty, you accompliſh one of two 


things. —The people will be buried in ignorance ; the iron throne of 


Adeſpotiſm will be erected, and the filent—l cannot, will not contemplate 
the picture. If you deſtroy the Liberty of the Preſs, you may per- 
chance do ſomething elſe, which is horrible to think upon. This high-+ 


ſpirited and generous people will not ſoon forget their loſt rights. You 


have removed what led to progreſſive perfection. Evil will proceed to 


ei. What originated ſolely from corrupted men, will be imputed to 


the conſtitution itſelf, By undermining its beſt prop, its moſt ſolid and 
maſſy pillar, I repeat it, and never ſhall ceaſe to repeat it, the Liberty 
ot the Preſs, you expoſe this holy fabric to a blow, which ſhall ſnake it 

| from its foundations. Let us then apply this argument to the caſe of | 
; * Pains, de ee is * . a ſpeculative nature, upon the 


4 - principles 
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** of government. If Mr. Paine's Work is in conſiſtent with the . 
ii Conſtitution, what is the conſequence If the book is written 
with ingenuity, it willacquire readers. No wan in his ſound ſenſes, the 
neſt advocate for a Parliamentary Reform, | but will avert tis eyes, 
bathed i in tears, and i in horror of ſoul, from a revolution. ſe will 
compare | the princigles of Mr.. Peine with the Conſtitution, | f Mr. 
Paine | has pointed out any thing defective i in the Conſtitution, he will 

ey his bumble efforts to haye that defect repaired. If, 
the other hand, he { ſhall imagine, that Mr. Paine has taken an errone- 
gs view of this edifice, has murepreſented its properties, he will be- 
come more and wore {ealible, from his inquiry, of the ſecuri which 
he enjays WT its protecting roof. The ſenſe of danger will be re- 


moved, and h is wind, undiſturbed by by gloomy 1 vin 


enjoy tranquillity. Ol how little do you deem ritiſh Conſtitution, | 
Mk think that it is puilt upon the ſand, which when the : xaindeſcendeth, 

and he the floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon it, that it 
{ball fall. No; hen the 1 rains deſcend, „ben the foods come, when 
the vinds blow, it ſhall x not fall, for it is founded 1 upon a rock, T then 


; maintain, 1 7. not in accents ſweet to the ear of corruption, grate- 


fyl to courtly pride, nor acceptable to in. got power, that thoſe 11 

lative writers who inveſti te the principles of gur Conſtitutipn, 1 7 
compare that Conſlitution wich thoſe of other countries, perform 2 
meritorious ſervice to this nation; thele writervejther impe! us to rectiſy 
that which is wrong, or more ſtrongly confirm us in our love. and in 
d our attachment to that which is right. Let Mr. Paine then be conſi- 


5 


gered as the hittereſt enemy to our "Conſtitution, yet as Jong ; as he con- 


fines himſelf to {| eculation,- we ſhould be grateful.” Our beſt intereſts 
are involveg i in e Conſtitutjon, and like thaſe ſtill of a higher claſs, 


ſuperipr t to time, ve which extend to eternity, 3 are too apt to be for- | 


gotten, and. to make little impreſſion. If Mr. Paine then has called our 
| tention to the Conftitution, he has performed to us an eſſential ſer- 
ice, be has led us to contemplate all its 1 8 and rouſed us from 
bu lethargy t. to rectif)) where yer, by time and nd by corruption, it may 
þave ſuffered decay. ok 
Shall the lending © of a ſi» le copy of the Ls of this vriter be held - 
 Frimipal ? ? When was 1 7 ever ſuc] A . of the rights of Bri- 
11 ? Mr. Paine has compoſed. no model of a perfect commonwealth, 
Mr. Me Hume pas e > done ; yet, t the political works of Mr. Hume, you” 


72 All. read , and. N Hh al; applauded, fy you condemn a man for 
Mr. Paine you do wht even was not attempted. o 


lend 
be. fa je ry e the Vite, when the confitution lay 
expiring 


0 * 


= 
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. 
capicing on the rack of deſpotiſm, making exertions which only could 


Adiſcover remaining life, but at the ſame time the privation of ſtre 
3 Along with equality of political rights, has Mr. Paine preached equality 


of property? a chimera which may enter into the brains of thoſe, who 
may dream of a golden age, but who know not human nature. Yet, 
under that arbitrary reign, did not Sir Thomas More, enjo ing the 
confidence of the King, and placed at the head of the law, publiſh his 
Utopia, the plan of his republic, of which an equal diviſion of p 


» 


an Agrarian law, an univerſal community, formed the baſis? In this 


ealightened age, when, after ſo many fiery trials, our conſtitution, in 
Its pure and genuine principles, ſtands unveiled to our view, will yon 
ndemn a man for lending a work, equally ſpeculative, md if ſuch a 
_ thing exiſted, as a well- founded 2 againſt leyellers, infinitely more 
dangergus? 
I ſhould be the laſt man to propoſe to your imitation, the conduct of 
geſpots; ; but I call upon you to ponder well the words of a man, who 


2 rendered the terms republic and pure and undefined deſpotiſm the 


ſame, Cromwell, Under his protectorſhip, when Harrington publiſhed 


| his Oceana, informers denounced the work. « My cauſe is too ſtrong, 


(laid Cromyell) « to be hurt by paper-ſhot 2 and if you ſay that, by 
any publication, the Britiſh conſtitution can be injured, you yourſelves, 
are guilty of the crime of libelling its ſtrength. ; 

To conclude upon this head, I maintain, that to ſuppreſs works purely | 
be, provpking not the people to diſobedience to the laws, nor 
to rebellion, however much theſe works may differ from the conſtitution, 


is to deſtray the Liberty of the Preſs, to trample upon the beſt and the ; 


fureſt pulwark, which defends the approaches to that reſpected build. 
Inge If, to lend the Works of Thomas Paine to. day be ſedition, to lend 
2 tranſſation of the republic of Plato to-morrow will be treaſon. Gentle - 
men, the works of Mr. Paine are lyin before me. I could read to 
| you many palſages t to prove, that they are merely of a ſpecylative na- 
ture. You are exhauſted ; ; equally ſo am J. And yet, we have ſome 
length of field before we conclude to travel over. For theſe paſſages 1 
refer you to the celebrated ſpeech of Mr. Erſkine ; one ofthe beſt friends 
the conſtitution ever knew, although of that reprobated caſt, the Friends 


ol the People. Gentlemen, I truſt that you will now be perſuaded, 
that! neither the publiſhing nor the lending of a ſpeculative political 
book i is ſedition. But I now call your attention to another circum - 
ſtance, the manner in which criminality i is attached to that book and to 
hy myſelf. Various detached 9 are quoted from i it ng indiftm e 


dee 


N 


1 


. J. 


| dame of juſtice, will you condemn hay book for detached 3 
parated from the whole connection, cut off from reciprocal explanation, 
lud from which neither its neral tenof nor ſcope can be diſcovered” 
| Tf you do this, where is the book in which you cannot diſcover fedition;” 
by difſeQingi its ſeparate ſentences and paragraphs ? For my part; if you 
Proceed on in this manner, I do not know a more dangerous col 
than the books of holy inſpiration. Separate verſe from Verſe, and 
then combine them, according to your pleaſure, and you may make 
the Bible obe of” the moſt Sales and treaſonable Books Which 
ever was written. But you are neither to condemn that book, nor me; 
for thoſe detached paſlages exhibited in the indictment. You muſt carry 
along with you the whole works of Mr. Paine; you muſt ſerutinize line 
dy line, and you muſt pronouncè upon the general context. If you 
find it provoking the people to reſiſtance, calling them forth to arms, 
to ſubvert the conſtitution ; then, no doubt, it is ſeditivus. But, if 
you find the author indulging himſelf in nothing but philoſophital and 
political ſpeculation, however much your principles and his may differ; 
you cannot condemn Him for compelitig it, or me, after It Was com- 
poſed and publiſhed, for lending it to a reldtin. 
If you colidemn books for being ſeditious, upon atedunt of paſſages 
* rulled from this 'page and from tht page, and artfully conihined to- 
gether, you have it in your power to award a profcription againſt books 
and univerſal literature. As I have alfeady mentioned, there Is not a 
fingle bookz in which, by diſſecting it in this manner, ſentente by ſen . 
tence; and paſſage by paſſage, you may not diſcover immorality; blaſ= 
phemy; and treaſon. Indeed, if the fad” objects of reflection which 
preſent themiſel ves to my mind, when I contemplate the ſtate of my 
country, could permit me to indulge in a vein of ridicule, 1 U, ad- 
viſe you at once to lay the axe to the root of the tree, and to bting an 
indictment againſt the alphabet itſelf, as it is the ſource of the evil you 
dread, as its parts form the compohent elements of ſentences and of 
paragraphs, which may contain the moſt dangerous ſedition, and tlie 
moſt horrible treaſon. Ore 1 in not ann 
humour. 
I Will admit, mat Arne from Mr. Paine arid the books ex · 
hibited in the indictment may be highly criminal, but will any perſon 
venture to ſay, that 1 lent theſe books, for containing ſuch paſſages, 
that I particularly pointed them out; and gave them my warmeſt ap- 
probation ? If the Proſecutor has a right to preſume, that it was upbn 
account of theſe paſſages I lent theſe writings, I too have à right to 
1 4 4 amvorcs prefumptien in my favour. If hers te URN 
erb MR wr br i yerges ts?! hs - 277 12: Bake 


oa uf 


, 


8 en fra 
og, univerſal amity and brotherhood, and 


verſal benevolence, inc Bs up 
ofa —— 75 — 5 pion thoſe prejudices, which at ani. 
mate and 8 ation into the f field of blood and of carn. 


. e ve ple cad Apen theſe es: 1 Rave a right to lay, 
it was the antidote and not the poiſon I recommended : And you 
muſt know, | that the lau 1 this country oblig you, 12 Fog 
I 
. the ſide of — Pn #2 * L588 
© Geptlemen, 1 Gall conc e baue wie 
obſerving, I hat all ite w itneſſes have uniformly ſworn, 555 1 re- 
b recommend them; that when the matter was propoſed, 4 ſaid, 
the principles contained in them might miflead the people, a a5 they were fo. 
reignto the object of the ſociety, and might miſguide v weak 1 minds, There 
i not a witneſs addueed by the Proſecutor who ſays the contrary of 
bist. and xi you agree in opinion, that the charge in my iochctment 
= | recammenging | theſe books, has the ſlighteſt ſhadow 
of fupport ? 7 I will tell you the reaſon why I did not reegmmend Mr. 
Fine books to the, ſocictigs in Scothand, and hy 11 declared them 
| forcign zo their purpoſe, Nr. Paine f is a republican, and t the ſpirit of 
nb cgi im breaths, abropgh, all; his writings. This is his dar 
Hſtems .. The object 6f theſe ſocieties was, by conſtitutional means, to 
procure, a.reformarien ip the conſtitution, and not a revolution, which 
implied its geſtruction; ig have their long Joſt rights reſtored, but nat 
the allumption of. new rights. derived from a different ſyſtem. The 
people of Scotland were re rapidly advancing te a true ſenſe of weir con- | 
Arononal liverties:. I hey demandgd an application to themof t the con- . 
in its gennige principles, in which they beheld their ſecurity 
 coptirmed,, and their . uppineſs citabliſhed. | That they might advance 
with, more ardour, in this cauſe, it was neceflary that they ſhould know 
nee what .it had been in i its vigour, and what it now isin its 
+ in conſequence. of the corruption of men rang of ages. | What did 
1 do to effectuate this legal and peaceable object? I did not preſent to 
them the ſplendid fabrics of ancient or of modern, republics; 1 withed 
- , them to keep their eyes canfined at home, to repair their own manſion 


-xather ian pull it down and expoſe themſelves to the inconveniencies 
* ww the dangers ot building upon new plans, the advantages or di- 
ivantages.of which could be only known by the uncertain experience 

oo future ages · All the witne ſſes who ſpeak. of my conduct in the ſocic- 
"Halt cen.) that I'recomuignded none but. conſtitutional meaſures ; 
7 . 6 recommended to them was Henry's fit. 
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7 Enghand, us fte beſr slenlated, by — 110 
give them flight into trie nature and pretrefs er Their. Coiſtitütton⸗ 
If, in tny Hbrary, in- con verſtion Upon ene fugest of govefinneny; 
the Pits auepted By different political WrRters Wan wen Weed, 
| Iviibileſs, 1 #ifht Have given opinions Uffferent From théfe H- 
cbüfdered it my Uuty to advance, With akking tinder un &AHHNeM 
conſtitution, And empfoped in thöfe mienfures, Which "it pointed Get, 
to Eeckhate a redrefs of grierahets. Wen Mr. Mitte pubnmeh 
tis Eray upon u Perfect Commontventh, did not he, à8 streng, s 
ne poſſibly ebund, arclare chat He thought this model preferable ts = 
, the Britiſh conſtitution, even in its pureſt anti Beſt pribefples ? Hut 
ſippdiing Mr. fitinie'td have been a tember of the sbrikty bf Ahe 
prieulls of the People, what would Have beet his cohduct im it? Would 
ne have fad to ttten who were alfembied to rend vate Eoiffirutivnd 
Ulgnts my: vbu mti give up the cofiſtitutibn entirely; it is dle 
ure and imperfect when compared to the dfepring of tity fancy; de 
_ this faſt Wick you tubſt adopt, and Tat the former. Büt Mr. Num 
would Rave held forth no füch fangungr; he wonld nabe ald tb 
mem, Tue glievantes af which ybu cbmpkaia ean be redet ö 
the energy of our 6wn*eonfttution ; the reuteſs : of the le 
the only Object of your Alfbcfätiön. If then re formation 
ject, ani nöt ''tevvlifion,”hbwever much you — yo 
erg ba er ape ufd vue — 


. Was upon this principle that — — 
el Mr. Paine; that 1, id, that they were foreigr- tothe M , 
and might miſlead weak minds. But was it ever befbre hedetmeðal 
in än author, to publiſh wat ſpeculative ſyſtems f gowemmentne 
pleaſed, provided he cnHH d hfmſelf in the retirement of ſpetculatiom, 
and did not advance forth to the eld of action? Was it a erh of 
Plato, under the Athenian republic, to ebmpoſe his beadtiful Hyſtem, 
of one more perfect? Was it high treaſdn in Creero, under me Ro- 
man Commonwealth, to write thoſe applauded Works, which” have 
been loſt in the darkneſs of the Gothic night, and f Mthy ately 
-fraginents could be found ' ority; when the {mothing of letters be- 
gan to dawn upon Europe? Wus Sir Themas More led forth to 

the ſcaffold for compoſing his Utopia, Harrington proſeribed ldi 
Oceana, or Hume exiled for his Cmmon wealth Thee authors in- 
dulged themſelves in à liberty, 'whith, if We now are: tobe deprived 
of, we maſt be left R 
af TVT {/ 2 


Upon - 
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„gen the pisciple which I have explained; 1 ſhould have thought 
n it not more dangerous and inexpedient, to have recom- 
wendled in a Society of the, Friends of the People, . Plato's Republic, 
d Hume s Commonwealth. Inexpedient becauſe theſe writings 
might have had a tendency.ta lead theſe ſocieties from their conſti- 
* eutional object; dangerous! becauſe, if preſented to weak underſtand: 
inge, and to fervid imaginations, they might have influenced them to 
| depart from thoſe ends, which, by calmneſs, perſeverance, and legal 
meaſures, they were ſure at laſt to accompliſh, in puriuit of chimeras, 
brilliant but deluſive, . ſeemingiy approaching, bit always in 
reality flying farther away. 
. Gentlemen, 1 conclude mar "gbferrations. upon the ſubject af Mr, | 
Paine's Works. You will remember it was only a ſingle, copy which 
1 lent; the circumſtances, attending it, which, admitting the book to 
de as ſeditiqus and as, treaſonable as can be imagined, precluded the 
Mea of a felonious. circulstion. Vou are the firſt Jury in Scotland, 
before whom Mr. Paine was either directly or Hndiredtly wits wy 1 
truſt, that you will act in ſuch. a manner as to do honour to yourſelves, 


In doing zuſtice to him and to me; that you will not attempt to.anhihi- 


late political ſcience, hy condemnipg a work in its nature purely ſpe- 


culative ; that, in this country, where our chief glory has ariſen from 
AIterature, you will not limit her reſearches, but indulge her in her 


unbounded flight, into every region where the materials of human 
happineſs and human improvement can be collected. Above all, I en- 


nest ou, that you. would not ſet the, dangerous precedent, of con- 


.demning a book, for ſentences. detached from, the whole, when you 
do not conſider the general tenor and ſcope. . I tell you that if you do 


dot carry away this book from your table to your chamber, read every 


line, and compare the whole in connection, you do me moſt flagrant 


injuſtice, Finally, I muſt tell you, that you àre not bound by what 


ann lu has done in England you are bound by the Law of Scotland 
and this is the firſt trial of the kind which ever occurred here: even 


the: deciſions in England. have loſt the reſpect due to them, although 


_ they were to be held out as precedents. We have ſeen Juries one 


. day condemning the author and the publiſhers, and upon the ſuc- 
——— we have e ne aun. 


The _ nad ti, is * Fiſhery, a — 1 in my 1 


4 hong Her evidence comes forward to you with peculiar diſtinction ; 


careſſed by the Proſecutor, and complimented. by the Court ;—her 
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| der you, W that the has but tew pretenſions to that accu⸗ 


racy, of which the Lord Advocate ſpoke in ſuch terms ;—that her mes | 


mory poſſeſſes a ſingular quality, retentive to whatever may militato 
againſt me, but heſitating and confuſed to whatever may ſeem in my 
favour. What this domeſtic and welt.inſtrufted ſpy has given in evi- 
dence againſt me, fills my mind with little concern; on the contrary, 
it affords me much ſatisfaction to find, that when T' was ſurrounded in 
the place where I expected moft ſecurity, Where all ſuſpicion was 
Julled afleep, my conduct e yo Ft Ry Wes FR 
| Guarded | Innocence has no need to be on the watch. | 


My conduct has been ſuch, as even — be aha, 
But before I proceed to read her evidence from my notes, let me 0. 


lemnly caution you againſt the dangerous precedent of giving" credi. 
dility to witneſſes of this kind, under accufations of this nature. The 
crime of ſedition, if you attend to its eſſence, never ean be committed 


within the walls of a private houſe. It ſuppoſes the highett publicity, 


the convocation of many. But if power ſhall ſay, that words ſpoken 
in an unguarded moment within the ſacred walls of a family, amount , 
to this crime, What will follow ? Not ge with hom yon may h 


afted in your political life, and who, with the impreſſion” of the oath 


of God upon them, can beſt tell the truth; not bee whom/you"may 
Have admitted to your friendſhip, and to your confidenge, and he 
"beſt know the ſecrets of your ſoul ; but the meaneſt of your domeſtics, 
who could hardly approach your preſence even in their menial duties, 
who, (if the expreſſion may be uſed) to the members of a family are 
almoſt unknown ;—Theſe ! Theſe ! The meaneſt and the Toweſ—will 
be brought forward to fwear away your property, your reputation, 
and your life : and ſuch is this witneſs, who is adduced againſt me 
with ſuch parade, O! beware how ye ſanctify the ſhameful proceed. 
ing. It is not me you wound alone, but you deſtroy the confidence 
which ſubſiſts between man and man; you lead; by your o hands, 
to the fire-fides of your children and your deareft relations, the fiends 
of ſuſpicion and of danger; and ye for ever put an end to that reci- 
procity of Forgmunication, wan der Nu de "46. 
eier... 

Nor let us hear what this witneſs has to ik I ed ene 


my notes her evidence, If 1 e taking ir a — oh 


N pleaſe to correct me. 
: [Here Mr. Mii read hes bs ware — of Hite PFifler.7" * 
5 The teſtimony of this witneſs ſeems to relate to two of the principal 


Lakhs OT ACA 01 having made ne 


", 
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| ad, vilifying d King and conſtitution. . The ſecond, to 
 Wh-haying) Giſtcibutgd, and regammended ſeditious books, wie. Mr, 
— aus Patxigt the, Paifley, Declaration, and the Dialogue between | 
. the Goxeroorsand the Governed., Under theſe two, different articles, 
let us e Aae the teſtimony. of this witneſs, Firf, To my making ſe | 
aug esche; Seanddn, To my cigculating ſeditious bogks. | 
ven thing ubich the Proſecutor culd adduce againſt me, he has 
yold vou that bg. would adduce under the genexa/ity of the term. Sedi. 
naa, Fycn/plhough. it ſhould. nat be ſpecified in the libs}. The Court 
Ake iſe has permizted him {9 za doi and in the caſe af this witneſs, you 
n axemplary.luſtration. of this right, if it cn he ſo called. 
Hreaſed of making. editions baraygues in public, this wretched gizl 
ia due % Twear-to what, the. lays, the may have, beard in private; 
whey band i dale def notch #5 food and marked to Jefiruey 
tion thoſe who fed her. \#>H$-25 r 
And whats the dreadful language he bas heard me ale in wy ur. 
guarded moments ? 4 will re all that ſhe lays, I will recall to your 
_ gemerabrance her exprals words, and ern 
ment. „ That if ee, body had a vate wpnld be made member for 
+ Colder3-mabas: members. of Pazliamgat wauld have thirty. or forty 
+- fhilliogs 9-day aud chat, in that caſey there auld Ve none but ho. 
e mne 40 keep, the .confingtion ef: Vo remember how the 
Public Proſecutor eularged and expatiated, upon theſe wards of thi 
heels. Non, After laboyring fo long in yain, he fancied be had got 
_ Garhethiog-agpin&-me-.. L filed at the findeceney of his gxyltation; = 
put ate, | bluthed when I reflepted he wes 2 lawyer, and chief 
Counſel in Scotland for the Crown, “ Here, ſaid the Profecutgy, 
# yon ſer the {gloven. fapt, M ou [ct Frech principles Maniſeſted. 
nere you Aiſconer he whale tincture of his fon. Members of Par- 
wenden 0 have dhinty or fogty Millings arday_ for their nttendance— 
a de honeſt men, and 49 hep the canſtitution clear! Is not this exi- 


dene, igt he means to int in place of gur Youſe of Commobs 
edel Conventions on French prigciples, aud according t9 French 
-forms #7 EMS + #5 4044s ei id, 


2 — — of this Lord Advccay of Scot- 
end, Is herr a man wþe has chacdlyopencs. the volume of the bit. 
bern of gun af ien, who Ages gt Kyov, that youl a very late 

period indeed, when corruption Shea! in, and K. aud poiſoned 
ther hole, gpembers. of. Farli, þ wages from the 
_ hands of the prope, algns? O1 — — Men E 

abe pad; me contemplate the —_ * . 


ide 
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other hands, than from the hands of the people. Then the conſtitu- 


tion poſſeſſed all its energies. Then towered the conſtitution in the 


ſtrength of age, but with the bloom of youth. The people delegated 


none, but men whoſe virtues they knew, and none but men who poſ- 
" ſeſed public virtues; could be found to undertake the important miſ- 


ſion, Look back, I entreat you, to all the great and good men whom 


Engliſh Hiſtory records. Turn your eyes to the Hampdens, to the 


Sidneys, to the Marville*s ot former times; to thoſe men whom 
but I top; they received their wages directly from the people, Let 


the Lord Advocate pranounce their eulogium by tis inuective. If 
what I have ſaid be ſedition, when overheard by that ſpy Fiſher, 1 
| ſhall next moment render myſelf infinitely" more criminal; for I de 
dare to you, that we never can expect a virtuous: Houſe of Commons, 


once was, connected with no other intereſt than the intereſt of the pe@- 


titled to no other reward than the approbation of their dn minds, 


whoſe liberties they have been the undaunted, uncorrupted defenders. 
Fiſher proceeds to Gate, that ſhe has heard me ſay, That France, 
yas the moſt flouriſhing nation in the world, :as they had aboliſhed 
tyranny, and got a free government : and that further, the has heard 
me ſay, that the We af Goa ener A ARID 
many abuſes had crept in, which required a thorough Reform. 
Gentlemen, even in a e eee Sane. tis e eee 
eannot, by her evidence, ſupport a tittle of the indictment, . 
charges me with vilifying the King and Conſtitu tion 
Of her idle ſtory of what 1 ſaid concerning Courts of Juſlice, that 
they needed a reform, and that this Court in particular gut their mo- 
ney for nothing, but pronouncing ſentence of death upon poor erea- 
tures; and that their parade in coming into Glaſgom was uſeleſs, 1 
diſdain to take notice. Only, you will diſcover her exquiſitè art. 


by inventing and throwing in a circumſtance” af this kind, in order to 


irritate the judges againſt me, ſhe will more completely execute ths 


wretched job ſhe has undertaken to perform. Were there not mare 


ſervants in the houſe, who had infinite)y better opportunities to hear 
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a Conflitutional Houſe of Commons, a Houſe of Commons, ſuch as it 


ple, until ſuch time as its members ſhall receive a-compenſation ſur 
their attendance from the people, and from no other quarter, be en»! 


and the applayſes of their fellow-citizens, of *whoſe-vights, and of 


te French language; but is it fo with the, multitude of our weavers 


N 


* pretend 1 hadjever two minutes converting, be . 
out, and pitehed upon for. this drudgery ? 
- This witneſs depones, that the heard 8 a republiontormar 
Ebverniment. vas the heſt, but a monarchical form of government, un. 
der praper veſtrictiona, would be the beſt in this country. With all 
her art, and with all. her memory, the cannot depone to a ſingle cir- 
cumſtance which can ſtrike againk me. Even from her awh account 
of my private converſation, it appears, that when I ſpoke of repub. 
| lican-forms of government, it was purely in the abſtratt; without any 
Aluſion to this cuuntry, without expreſſing any wiſh to ſee any parti. 
- cular mode of them introduced ; and that when I ſpoke of this coun. 
y never; deviated; from the conſtitution, but ſaid that a mie 
. Waparchy, under reſtrictions, was the beſt adapted to its intereſt. 
The. next article of ſedition to which ſhe depones, is of the wad 
extzpordinary. kind, that L had ſept. her to Employ an organift on · te 
Keeets of Glaſgow, ta play the French tune of ga ira. What | was a 
- Uune,. unintelligible ta the multitude, to light up the flames of civil 
Jiſcond, and to be the forerunner of the revolution? Have you read 
the werds of that: popular. ſong. Could you diſcover à ſingular illu- 
on in them to the ſtate of England But fippoſing you did, there is 
a preſumption-from. your, ſtation in life, that you are acquainted with 


IÞ that quaxter of the country? Britain has always cheriſtied freedom, | 

__ and hall it he deemed: criminal in me, to liſten to the effttfions-of joy 

pPoured out bya neighbouring people; on odtaitiing that firſt af human 

| bleſſings, which 4lways'conftitited dur peculiar diſtinétion? But 1 
know it well. The word Freedom is ſoon to be proſcribed from our 

hinguage ; it cürries alarm und ſedition in the found; If 1 had 

cauſed to be recited one of thoſe, noble 1chorjiſes of the Grecian 
drama, in which; with the enthuſiaſm of liberty, the glories of the 
Republics of; Athens or of Sparta were Uiſplayed; in language more 
dan mortal, my offente would have been deemed the fame with that 
of amuſing myſelt, by hearing the national ſong of France. If it 
bad. been poſſihle or mo to have cauſed to be ſung, upon the ſtreets of 
Glaſgow one of the Pſahns of the 'Hebrews, in the ariginal lan- 
tage, in which the triumphs of the people and the deſtruttion of ity- 
unts are recorded in a frain of the bighelt poetical intpiration, the 

_ evimitality would have been the fame with that of liſtening to g ira. 
Tr eee the ſubjeR.- My political career has thenher been 


ebſeure/ nee — eee, n _ 
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Gabe enen a after eyety — ” wy en 
ployed, aftef heaven and eatt Ha ve been mo the 8 
charge of ſeditton is to be Ar by ne teſtimonies of domeſtic 
ſpies,. fwearing, not to my ſetious *$ccupation, but to "the amuſement | 
of an jAle hourz in Uitebing to u foreign ge. 
Let us next attend to the Evidence of Fiſhery © far adit relates io 
ſeditious publications.” She fears that I uſed to recommend to a gr 
many country people who 'Eatnie to my fathe?'s ſtop, to purchaſe and te 
read the works of Mr, Paine, as they 8 a very good book. | 
How can you believe the general averment the number of coun 
people, ſhe can only ſpecify oney, John Batclayz and when you N 
to his evidegce you will {ce that he gives her the latteſt contradition, | 
She depones, that the has bought, at two different times, for my v uncle 
Alexander Muir, at my'defire;' a 1 firſt part, and a copy WI 
the ſecond part of the Rights of Can you ſupp. © ' that if my 7 
intentions had been felonious, I would have introduced fuck writing 
into my own family > Can you imagine that þ could have wiſhed to ins 
vyolve, in the conflagration. of my country, y neareſt relations 
whoſe property I may eventually ſucceed ? K y is not Alexander 
Muir brought forward as 'a witneſs } Certain it is, SF; he was tloſely 
interrogated, before the inquiſition held 'by 'Mr: Sheriff Honey man. 
But the Lord Advocate ſays, that his feelings would not permit! him * 
to examine the uncle againſt the nephew. Wonderful” Kymanit 1 
Goodneſs ever to be remembered and extolled | But did not you, Sf, 
adviſe and direct the whole proceedings againſt | me; and will you have 
the effrontery to maintain that Alexander Muir was not dragged like a 
_ felon from his own home, by the mermidons of power, carried Before 
your friend Honeyman, and that every. art Was employed. to "wring 
from him eyery domeſtic ſecret © 
INES OR yoo lacan enen 40 uk to us of your 
feelings! | | 
Fiſher next depones, that I mych preſſed John Muir to putchaſe 
Paine's works, that he was-prevailed upon, and that ſhe was ſent ac 
cordingly to purchaſe them. No you will hear the evidence of this 
man, immediately in expreſs contradiction to thi s witneſs. 'She dert 
tells you, that 1 adviſtd another domeſtic, Wilton, , y! hair greſſer, ta ta 
purchaſe Paine's works and keep them in his ſhop, in in order to enlighten * 
the people, aud you Will, hear Wilſon immediately expreſs himſelf far | 
_ otherwile,. She ſpeaks of carrying ſome paper, which ſhe” thinks * 
2 Declaratiot of Rights, to a Printibg Office to' be Correfhed, "Eve 
thing in her evidence is made to tally with the indictment; IL am 
8 culed _ 
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enen 6 ior entitled a Declaration, of-Rights by dle 


Friends of Reform in Paiſley. And this reſpectable perſonage! ſe 


highly complimented by the Court, muſt likewiſe fwear ſomething con- 
cerning this, Vet her tenacious memory utterly fails her. She thinks 
the can only remember what the title was, but nothing more. She 


7 Knows nothing of the ſubſtance of the writing, but her evidence is to 
3 Live 3 a colour to the LF of g. havieg circulated tha | 


. 


2 


author 47 it. i „N » 


Gentlenten, 71 WP next 5 to a fact ork x ra — 1 
having domeſtics yourſelves, your keeneſt indignation. Vigilant has 


: | this family ſpy. been i in the courſe of her duty. She tells you what 


books the has ſeen lying upon, my table. Not contented with de. 
fcribing the title of the books, ſhe muſt go more deeply; and ſhe in- 
forms you, that the faw, i in my houſe, a copy of Paine's writings upon 
Jne faper, ind one or two copies upon caag ! Gentlemen, from this 
moment, lock up your libraries. If they are extenſive, as you haye 
heard | mine is, there is no crime it the whole catalogue, of which, by 


* 


the teſtimony of your own ſervants, you may not be found guilty, 


T he polleſſipn of Plato, of Harrington, or of Hume, will mark you 
down for republicans. The misfortune of having. the Alcoran of 


Mahomet will cauſe the ſhipwreck of your faith, and ſtigmatize you 
a the diſciples of the conqueror of Mecca. Well do 1, congratulate 


| the Lord Advocate of Scotland.---He has diſcovered a new region in 


the ſphere of criminality.---He, will not merely coofine himſelf. to a 


voyage bf diſcovery ; but, along with his aſſociates, he will make 


many voyages to this fertile land, and return home loaded with many 
valuable cargoes. But ſeriouſneſs becomes this place. Can it be 


believed, that in the cloſe of the eighteenth century, that this night 


the ſervants of a man ſhould be examined concerning what particular 
books be may have had in his houſe ; and that the proof of the poſ- 
ſellion of particular books may ruin his reputation z ; ide . his 
property; and deprive him of his life?: 


Let us proceed with this witneſs. If you poſſeſs the common bel. 


- "lags of men, every ſentiment of indignation muſt be excited, not 
againſt her—the is to he pitied—her taſk has been a dreadful one;— 


3 eee 


tempted to be proved. 
The libel charges me with felonioully circulating A Dialogue be- 


irt che Governors and the Governed, extracted from the ruins of 
 FVolaey.. "This, Aalogpe . 


' . 
a 
7 


28 


6 . 9 J | 
| bed ene felonjous and ſeditious. There is not · word · in this 
dialogue which is not true. Alas! in colours but too faithful, 
delineates themmournful hiſtory of fx thouſand years; - the erime of 
deſpots, and the artifices of impoſtors, to ſubjugate, and to blind the 
people. It is purely abſtracted. It is entirely ſpeculative. To no 
* particular nation, much leſs to England, does it allude ; if to any, it 
muſt be to France, under the ancient ſyſtem, Yet, this dialogue islibet« 
| led as ſeditious and-inflachmatory... The truth is, the erime of ſedi- 
tion maſt de brought home againſt me; and the poſſeſſion. of any 
hook, as well as that of Volney, muſt be employed to ſubſtantiate it. 
Let us hear what the witneſs ſays concerning the felonious cirrula- 


_ She heard me read it in the preſence of my mother, ſiſſer, and 


| ſome other people; that L ſaid it was very clever, and done by Nine 
one of the firſt wits in France. Who were thoſe other people who 
| were. in company with my mother and fiſter when I read it? Hes 
accuracy, ſo much extolled by the Court, totally fails her. But the 
propagation of edition muſt not be confined to a mother and a ſiſter ; 
it muſt have a wider range ;---o:ber people preſent ! and founding upon 
his beloved generality, the proſecutor has reaſon to argue, there: might 
have been a AMC In en e been 
congregation. 

Vou have heard the e of Fiſher, FO theſe are the arts; —_ 
of this claſs are the witneſſes by which I am to fall. By receiving 
ſuch teſtimony; you for ever deſtroy domeſtic ſociety, and you blaſt 
the bloſſoms of family confidence; you render ALL ſuſpicious of 
ALL; each relation, to behold in each, a deadly foe.---And is it 
not ſufficient .to- weep over public calamities, that wide-ſpreading 
deſolation, which, at preſent, paſſes over the nations; but when we 
retire to our own homes, we muſt be obliged to confine ourſelves in 
a diſmal ſolitude, guarded: by ſuſpicion and by danger, where no kin- 
dred affections e r wh bene os reciprocal conſolation can be 
admitted) » 

: I haſten A dead of the hee ien h wa, 
I am overcome by the exertioas of this' trad the: EI e e = a 
exhauſte. : 
„The next izthe . a Thomas Wilſon, wy hairdreſſer; and 
he is brought to bring up the rear of Fiſher's teſtimony. He de- 
pones, That I aſked him if he had bought Paine s Works, and that 
I adviſed him to get 'a copy of them, . as 4 barber's ſhop was a good 
place to read in. Does this confirm the teſtimomy of Fiſhery | 
5 who ſays, I deſired him to buy that work, and to keep it in his hop, 
* ; 3 * in 


&f 


: tx 1 1 
r te vets Mark de an et iber. tow 
frangly'the paints what might ſeem to ſtrike againſt me.=--To enlighten 
the eb Hut dees Wilſon concur in this? No. *Wilſont<--the 
perſon who”ſhoul&'have ben nnn 
words were addreſſed: '' 
/ Wilton dene 700, "that be bebtht u topy ef the Afdrelto the 
 Addrefſors; but that was not by my advice. He even' retolletts the 
tevity of converſation. An old man, from the dduntryz came in while 
be was dreſing me j he remembers me ſaymg, that this old man was 
4 reformer. * If I ever ſaid' ſo, I will it may not have been 
| jeſt, but in earneſt; and chat the fact, with regard to the man, was 
true, ' Por 1 know of none who ſhoul@ be greater reformers, of 
memſelves and of others, than thoſe who are ſtanding on the brink - 
of the grave; and panting upon eternity. Bur 1 am afraid' that this | 
bee eee, aber. f gniety, ES: 
the old man faid I was only taunting lim. 0 5 
The concluſion of the evidence of Wilſon e high Wlan 
= Leeder ee eee 
der poſſibly think of the affectation of integrity. He 
— . has always heard me ſay, that I would maintain the 
Conſtitution, and that I wiſhed for peace, and good ordery and good 
| moral#among the people; and that he never heard we ſpeak againſt the 
gs” 1 
| bo 'vit-ceſtimony i6/that of John Moir.” He telly youythat he 
had «converſation with me in September laſt, about Paine's book; in 
my father's houſe ; that he aſked the loan of it from me; that I told 
hit T had it not. Does this reſemble the conduct of 'a man accuſed 
of diftributing theſe books to all and ſundry, and ſcattering them 
over every portion of the land ? He ſays, I mentioned that I would 
fend a ſervant who would get it for him; that g ſervant girl ac- 
cordingly went and got it. Does. not this completely confute the 
teſtimony uf Fiſher, who affirms, that I much preſſed this man to 
— — e Pre, hang ane | 
of its & 7 4 f 
5 Fenn ee eee tf hes teilmery ! 
The nent witneſs is-Johid Barclay, That old and venerable perſon, 
whom youſaw adduced us awitneſs by the Proſecutor; and what does 
he ſaꝶ in. his -teſtimony? That we were elders in the ſame pariſh ; 
the pariſ-of Qalder, in ch the lands of my father are ſituated. *. 
alarm you, that at the laſt election of a miniſter for that pariſh, a 
im nr WET Tr ru Ow} hes ; 


1 8 


23 1 | 
apon. the fame do of the queſtion. vin 3 l. This introduces | : 
$cquaintance, and acquaintance, produced friendſhip.” The Lord 
Advocate, in ſpeaking of this virtuous and venerable old, man, ex- 
claimed with inſolent contempt, Such men as theſe are the companions, 
and ſuch men as theſe are the friends of Mr, Muir! Ves, I tell the Lord 
Advocate, I tell the ariſtocracy of Scotland, I glory more in the. | 
friendſhip of ſuch an old, poor, and virtuous man, than in the. friend», 
ſhip of the higheſt titled peer, who derives the ſource of his guilty. 
- grandeur from the calamities of the people; who wrings out a ſplen- 
did, but a miſerable revenue from their ſorrow and diſtreſs, from 
_ their. tears, and from their blood, which he ſquanders in diſſipation, - 
o the ruin of private virtue, and to * n 
morals. 
| Let us fee. then what Mr. Barclay ſays againſt mo. "as. 
| my. opinion concerning, Paine's hook, and that I. told him he might 
purchaſe them if he choſe, as they were printed; but that I afterwards 
ſaid, it was nat a book for us. Does Mr. Barclay's evidence ſupport 
the criminal charge in the libel, of my adviſing people to read ſedi. 
tious books, and of my circulating them over the country? Does 
not Mr. Barclay's evidence corroborate the teſtimony of every other 
witneſs? That for the reaſons -which I fully explained, I never 
recommended Mr. Paine's works; but that even when that work 
excited the greateſt attention of the country; when,” mention of 
it was introduced into every company, and into every converſation, 
I uniformly expreſſed. myſelf that it was not a book for our purpoſe, 
Her eur purpoſe, who were engaged in the cauſe of a Parliamentary 
_ and Conſtitutional Reform! Is there a ſingle witneſs, brought for- 
ward by the Profecutor, he bt. thy nie gm gin 
converſation of mine which was unconſtitutional? Hear what Mr. 
Barchay ſays, that be was frequently with Mr. Muir, and in hie 
library, from which he borrowed ſyme books ; that he had many con- 
verfatzons with him, and heard him ſay, that the conſtitution of this 
country was an excellent one; that he praiſed the King 1 and that 
be always ſpoke of order, regularity, and obedience 40 the rung 
powers. In ſhort, Gentlemen, all and each of the witneſſes for the 
Proſecutor uſe the ſame uniform language ; atteſt that, neither in 
public nor in private, r 
whichythe, moſt violent afociator could conſtrue intoguile... an 
_ . Thelaſt witneſs of whom 1 ſhall take notice; is William Muir; d 
porſon. whoſe religious principles at fr induced him rather to ſuffer, -- 
. EO OE Oy AE AY 
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I n nn. 
> by de Rev. Mr. Dunn. He frrears;" that in my "father's" hehfe, ut 
Huhterſhill, 1 gave him eleven numbers of the Patriot," and a copy 
of the Political Progreſs, From theſe numbers of the Patriot ſeveral 
paſſages. are quoted in the indictment. Of the Political Progreſs 
there is no mention made; and 1 maintain, that every paſſage in 
ehe Patriot, quoted in the libel, is highly conſtitutional.” The ſenti- 
ments advanced ih them may not ſound muſically ſweet to the ears 
bf corruption. They call upon you to ariſe and vindicate the purity 
8 of your con on. To vindicate your long-loſt rights; and, if my 
ſeeble oice could" extend to the tremoteſt corners of Scotland, 1 
CR. reſound the ſume ſentiment, in the ſame language, Theſe 
numbers of the Patriot ſpeak to you concerning ſeptennial Parlia- 
ments And 1 ſay to you, chat the act which converted triennial Par- 
Hanjents into ſeptennial, violated our holy conſtitution 5 tore the 
charter of our nn IN rer 
of a frightful deſpotiſm. 58 
But this witneſs eee ee with 
I regard to my conduft and to my principles, - | He ſwears, That he 
does not remember to have heard me ſpeak. againſt government ; that 
Ted not adviſe unconſtitutional meaſures ; and that he heard*me tell 
ew Old Sarum was repreſented. Old Sarum repreſented! And, do 
hot the friends of the conſtitution weep! and do not the enemies of 
———— when they heard of ſueh repreſenta tion 
Before 1 ſpeak to the third article of accuſation, the reading in the 
— the Addreſs of the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, 
—— m—ot—. the manner in which the Pro- 
 ſeentor ſpoke of the papers found in my cuſtody. Do they correſpond 
"with the view which he preſented of them ? Are they the documents 
af correſpondence with foreign or internal foes? | And ſuppoſing 1 
had involved myſelf in @correſpondence of that nature, do you be- 
nee Boould be ſo infatuated as to retain in my poſſeſſion; that which 
n have been attended with, to me, certain deſtruttion } Among 
my papers, there ia not one which can be' conſtrued into guilt. They 
conſiſt of pamphlets unconge ted with the politics of the day; and 
TEAS. —_— various publications of a- ſaciety, pure and untainted in its 
"Ig | principles, of which I haue the honour to be a member, But every 
8 55 ding muſt be ranſacked. to heap crimination upon my head. One of 
tms leitert which I had undertaken to deliver in Scotland, is addreſſed 
0 the Reverend Fiſehe Palmer. Mark! cries the Lord Advocate; 
— * n Mrs inert | 
+; _ perſon 
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| whom I ha indicted for ſedition, and who is to be tried 
in a few” days at Perth!---Unheard-of cruelty 1---Unexampled inſo- 
jencel- What! Before this court, this jury, this audience, do = 


| attempt to prejudicate and condemn Mr. Palmer, in his abſence, /* 
undefended, and without any. poſſibility of defending himſelf? .Buty 


exclaims the Lord Adyocate,---The ſeal upon the letter is a proof ot the 


moſt atrocious guilt. What is it ?--- Horrible to tell! It is the Capof + 
Liberty, ſupported upon a ſpear, with the words ęa ira above. All is 
conſiſtent. - When you attempt to baniſh the ſubſtance of freedom ·—— 
the ſhadow muſt folow! When a new coinage takes place, you have 
given a moſt excellent hint. The officers of the mint will profit by 
the leſſon,” and they will no more ſcatter ſedition through the land, 


by impreſſing upon our halfpentiies the figure of Britannia with a 


ſpear in her hand, mounted with the Cap of Liberty. But I am aſhamed 
to enter into ſuch trifles.. If that letter had contained proofs of ſedition, 
or of treaſon againſt me, Mr. Palmer, or the writer of it - the ſeal - 
and the n n would have been its feedleſt, 
protection. 1 
' Gentlemen, I now come to the laſt charge · That tad in 


r eee nn Society of United 


lnimmen in Dublin: . . 2 
Tadmit the fact, ieee ue es- The Proferypahat. 


repreſented that ſociety, as a gang of mean and nefarious conſpirators z - 
and their diploma of my admiſſion into their number, as an aggravation * 


of my crime. Let me tell the Lord Advocate of Scotland, that ſociety - 
ſtands too high to be affected by his inveRive, or to require the aid of, 


my defence. I am a member of that ſociety ; and, in the laſt moments of 
my lite, to haye been fo, ſhall be my bonour and my pride. The Lord 


Advocats Has repreſented to you, in general terms, that this Aren 


amounts almoſt to treafon 5 but he durſt not zttempt to point out, in 

his ſpeech, 3 gle kene which could ſupport the aſperſion. I main- 
tain that every that addrefs i is ſtrictly conſtitutional. 'You muſt * 
carry'the #44 of it along with you into your chamber, and not judge of” 
paſſages ſeandalouſly mutilated in the indictment;" The mutilation. of 
the very firſt paragraph of the addreſs-is a prbof of the fairneſs," und 
of the ingehuity of che Proſecutor.” I beg leave to read how it ſt 

the indictment, and then to what follows ih thte addreſs itfelf.: 0 

We take the liberty of addreſſing you, in the ſpirit of civic union, 
0 i in the fellowſhip of 4 Ji and cammon_cauſe.” We greatly rejoice that” 
® the ſpirit. of freedom. moves ovet dus turface 3 that tithe”. 
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** a'country ſo reſpectable for her attainments in ſcience, in arts, and 
in arms; for men in literary eminence; for the intelligence and mo- 
* rality of her people, now acts from a conviction of the union between 
72 letters, and liberty: and no riſes to diſtinction, not by a 
% Fülm conremed; ſerret wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, but dy 
.« opehly; actively, and urgently willing it, with the unity and energy 
4 of an embodied nation. We rejoice that you do not confider your. 
6 ſelves.as merged and mehed down into another country, but that in 
: * this great national queſtion, you are ſtil|--Scotland. | [See Appendix.) 
- This is the firſt paragraph libelled on. But, even as it is in the in- 
A. diltment- ls it not permitted to the United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to con- 
gratulate this unfortunate people upon account of former eminence in 
fiteratureg in arts, and in virtue und to expreſs the wiſh, that they 
wauld ſtill retain that enviable diſtinction? And, is that laſt and for- 
lorn period now arrived, when thofe who expreſs ſuch a wiſh, muſt be 
called nefarious conſpirators, and he who has been the organ of its com 
munication, muſt be branded with the epithets of, a © wretch,“ of an. 
v oracle of diſcord,” of 4 a. fiend of ſedition?” The children of -your | 
| children, in after ages, will not forget"this ever-to-be-remembered © 
A night. But here let us ſtop, I have ſaid that this indictment mutilated 
this paſſuge, as it does every other paſſage in this Addrefs; it breaks off 
fte paragraph at the words, 4 You art {till Scotland.“ It breaks off 
an inſiauation, that the Vaited lriſmmen in Dublin wiſhed a diſſolution 
ef the Union-betwixt Scotland and England. The Proſecutor cuts off 
the. remainder of the ſentenee which: demonſtrated the ſenſe in which the 
United Lriſhmen underſtood the words « ſtill Scotland, expreſſing ſolely 
their iden of her ſtill being diſtinguiſhed by ker former luſtre. The 
words; which ar ſeparated ſrom the ſentence afe in the addreſs as fol. 
lows: That you. ate ſtill Scotland —the land where Buchanan 
3 4, wrote, and Fletcher. ſpoke, and Wallace fought.” Ves, 1 gire 
m ſolemn aſſent to this wiſh, and to this hope of the United Irifhmen. 
My voice ſhall reſdund, Scotland ſhall ſtill be the land, where Buchanaa 
ens, where Fletcher ſpake, and where Wallace fought: | 
Let us attend to the mutilation of another paſſage in this extraordi- 
indietment. 1 hall read it as it ſtaiis:— wh 
BY we mit tay open you ur ears Our cauſe is your-cauſe—f 
* there is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be which Nation ſhall be 
bs fore moſt im the race of mind ; let this de the noble animoſity kindled 
"between us, who ſhall firſt attain that free conſtitution from which 
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45 ee RE AITANESH reſpe&t to the intolerable abuſes of " 
« the conſtitution has been clearly manifeſted ; and proves that our 
e political ſituations are not Ahr! 29693 | 
« the ſame. ” | oP 


The paſſage libelled upon ops zx the words « rights ct HG 2 


the ſame,” But it forbears to take in the remainder, in which the ſimi-- 
larity of our rights and wrongs is ſpecified. The ſelf- elected magiſtrates 
of . Burghs—the unequal repreſentation of the People in Parliament— 
and the total privation, in Scotland, of the thadow of popular election, 
Gentlemen, I will read over many paſſages of this Addreſs, not 
merely becauſe they are the production of an immortal pen, but be- 
cauſe every ward is regulated by the ſpirit of the conſtitution. 4 495 97h, 
[Here Mr. Muir read moſt of the Addreſs ; ay ape forkear to infert the yuek N 
ite alar paſſages, as the whole is inthe Append ir-] ĩ 
Can you call this addre ſs ſeditious or inflammatory, which contaſis 
the following ſentiment 7. If Government has — regard for the 
1, ſafety of the conſtitution, let them coincide with the people in the 
* ſpeedy reform of its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate tt: us 
4 them, drive that people into Republicaniſm.” | - | | 
Gentlemen, the Lord Advocate has repreſeuted PORN ooo 
addreſs as the meaneſt of mankind, and has expreſaly called them infa- 
mous wretches, who had fled from the puniſhment due to their crimes. 
What ſlander hat falſe, unfounded ſlander Has Doctor Drennan; 
has Mr. Hamilton Rowan; whoſe names are at the head of this ad- 
| freſs, fled from crimes and from puniſhment ? * And they arg infa- 
mous wretches?“ If ever after ages ſhall hear of my name, I wiſh it 
may be recorded, that to theſe men I had the happineſs of being knoun. 
To be honoured by the notice of Doctor Drennan is an ambition to 
which, in the moſt exalted ſtation of liſe, I would fondly aſpire. To 
have it ſaid, that I was the friend of Mr. Hamilton Rowan, I would con- 
| ſider as the paſſport to the only acquaintances whom I value; thoſe whe 
found their claim to diſtinction upon the only true baſis, their own virtues. 
Mr. Rowan is indeed indicted to ſtand trial in Ireland, upon a change 
fimilar to my own. Mr. Rowan has not fled... He-will-boldly.meet-bis 
accuſation ; and, let me ſay, along with thoſe who know him, that al- 
5 though it is impoſlible to add any new luſtre to his charadter, yet, as 
he hag often come forward in the cauſe of individual humanity heil 
diſplay himſelf upon that occaſion, the firm, the intrepid, and l hope, 
the ſucceſsful champion of the liberties of his natiye count ]) . 
I haſten to a concluſion, Much yet remains to ſay. But after, upon 
w pan, the ynremitted exertiops of fixteen hours, F — 
Ell e 
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"i Look one more, fenen you tothe inditment, nd compare 


with-the evidence. 
The firſt charge A wne'is; thas fs public ſpeeches, I vilified the 


; K and Conſtitution. All the witneſſes adduced atteſt, that, both in 


public and in private, even in my moſt unguarded moments, my lan- 


guage was always reſpectful to 2505 . 1 yy L p recam- | 


_ mended the Conſtitution, * 

The ſecond charge againſt me, is that of adviding the van to read 
 ſeditious books, and of diſtributing inflammatory publications among 
them: And you hear it prbved'by the unanimous voice of all the wit- 
neſſes for the Crown, that I'refuſed to recommend any books, and that 
the only one which I recommended, was Dr. Henry's Hiſtory of Eng- 
land. You will not forget the circumſtances in which I lent Freeland 
a copy of Mr. Paine s Works; nbr will you forget the mander in which 
the writings of that man were introduced in converſation with Wilſon, 
Muir, and with, Barclay. With regard to other books and pamphlets 
mentioned in the libel, there i is not ahy proof. William Muir has de- 
poned, that I gave him one or two numbers of the Pattist, and ſome 
other pamphlets, whole titles I cannot remember! William Muir is 
but a ſingle witneſs to this fact; and you 'know . that, by the laws of 
Scotland; the teſtimony of a ſingle witneſs cannot claim any weight; 
but I frankly admit and acknowledge, that I gave him thoſe numbers 
0 the Patriot, and, it I were not now entirely overcome by fatigne, I 
Could demonſtrate to you, that, in N Ae re? is not a lingle 
«ſentiment unconſtitutional or ſeditious:” "- roy 


I am accuſed of reading the Triſh Addreſs in the 9 and of 


__— a ſolemn anſwer in return. That addreſs is neither ſeditious, 
wicked, nor inflammatory. Ou! is not à ſentence init, which 1 have 
—— en n 
Lou neither can do juſtice to me, nor eee if you condemn | 
theſe different publications, upon account of the ſcaridalouſly 'mirtlated 
extracts from them in the libel. You muſt carry the whole of them 
dong with you from this place. It is not upon detached paſſages you 
— — but you uren ba 75 the whale, MID Ys 
 Gentlemen'of the ; of eons | 
This is now perhaps the laſt time, 201 mall addreſs my country. 
have explored the tenor of my paſt Ute. N Nothing ſhall tear from me 
che record of my departed days. The enemies of Reform have ſcruti · 
nizeg, in-a manner hitherto unexampled i in Scotland, every action 1 may 
maye performed, every word 1 may have uttered Of c rimes, moſt 
foul and horrible, have 1 rags a IRE: —— ; rear the 
* „ „„ +, ö N "On 
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andard of ciyil war, and to plunge this land in blood, 2 to r 
is land with deſolation. At every ſtep, as the evidence of the Crown 

L my innocency has brightened. Sp "far from inflaming the 
minds of men to ſedition and outrage—all the witneſſes have concurred, | 
be that my only anxiety was, ta impreſs upon them the : neceſſity of Prach, , 8 
* good order, and of good morals. What then has been my « crime? 
«4 Not | the lending t to a relation a copy of Mr. Paine's Works; not the 
giving away to another a few numbers of an innocent and | conſtitutional 
| publication but, for having dared to be, according to the meaſure of 
my feeble abilities, a ſtrenuous and active advocate for an equal repre» 
ſentation of the People—irthe Houſe of the Peo ple ;—For having dared 
to attempt to accompliſh a meaſure, by leg: means, which was to 
" diminiſh the weight of their taxes, and to put an end to the profuſion 
"of their blood. From my infancy to this moment, I haye devoted my- 
{elf to the cauſe of the People. It is a good cauſe.—It wall ultimatel 
prevail. lt ſhall finally triumph. Say then openly, i in your verdibt, 
X if you do condemn me, which I prefume you will not, — That! it is for 
my attachment to this cauſe alone, and not for thoſe vain and wretched 
pretexts { ſtated in the indictment, intended only to colour and di iſguiſe . 
the real motives of my accuſation. The time will come, when men 
' muſt ſtand or fall by their actions; when all human pageantry ſhall 
' ceaſe 3 when the hearts of all ſhall be laid open. If you regard your 75, 
moſt important intereſts—if y you with that your conſcience ſniauld H 
per to voll words or Scan; or ſpeak to you in the terrible lan- 
- guage of remorſe—W eigh well the verdict you are to pronounce. As 
"for me, I am careleſs and indifferent to my fate. I can look danger— 
and I can look death in the face, for I am ſhielded by the conſciouſneſs — | 
of my own, rectitude. 1 may be condemned to languiſh in the re: 
' ceſſes ot a dungeon I may be doomed to aſcend the ſcaffold—Nothing | | 
can deprive me of the recollection of the paſt—Nothing | can deſtroy my 
' inward: peace of mind, ariſing vw the reingiibrates of * diſ. 
| Urges my duty. 
When Mr. Moir fat down, 3 an unanimous hurt, of applauſe was ex- 
þ preſſed by the audience. oy; 
+ When the eb had Cabs; he Gadd and ſaid, 
I have omitted to take notice of the evidence adduced upon my part. 
am not going to detain you a e 1 vou! I leave the 
= ben of the whole of that evidence. | 
The Loxp Josricr” Cixxk, in forming up the evidence,” a, 
that the indiftment was the longeſt he had ever ſeen; but it was not 
neceſſary to prbve the whole in order to find the Pannel guilty, * 78 
LEES 5 N „ ; 4 * | 5 Z 
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Jury bad po to look the conchudi ſent rn 
8 which it * plain, 25 if any by E libel was proven, 
It cſtabliſhed the guilt of the Pannel the ſame as i the whole was ub 
mantiated 1 
"Now, this i is the queſtioa — conſideration As t the Panel. ah of 
Sedition, or, is he not? Now, before this queſtion ean be anſwered, 
bes things myſt be attended to that require no proof : Firſt, that the 
- Britiſh Conſtitution. is the beſt that ever was ſince the creation of the 
world, and it is not poſſible to make it better ; for, is not every man 
ſecure? Does not every man reap the fruits of his own induſtry, and 
© bit ſafely under his own fig-tree? The next circumſtance is, that there 


_- wasa ſpirit of fedition in this country laſt winter, which made every 


* 


3 uneaſy. And his Lordſhip coincided in opinion with 
waſter of the grammar ſchool of Glaſgow, who told Mr. Muir, that 
| he thought propoſing a reform was yery ill timed. Vet Mr. Muir had, 
that time, gone about among ignorant country people, making them 
RED and told them that a reform was abſolutely neceſſary 
for preſerving their liberty, which, if it had not been for him, they 
 youldnever, have thought was in danger. His Lordſhip did not doubt 
that this would appear to them as it did to him, to be ſedition.. 
The next to be attended to, was the outlawry.— Running away 


n that was a mark of guilt. And what could he do ig 


| France at that period? Pretending to be an ambaſfador to a foreign 
y without lawful authority, that was rebellion ; z: and he pretends 
t have bad influence with thoſe 2 the leading men there. 
As kind of folks were they? His Lordſhip aer i French | 
| The Pannel's haranguing ſuch multitudes A weavers about 
Help grievances, might have been attended with übe worſt conſequences 
0 Ys peace of the nation, and the ſafety of qur, glorious conſtitution. 
Mr Muir might have known, that no > attegrion.could be. paid to ſuch 


85 2 rabble.” 'What right had they to repreſentation? He could havetold 
them that the Parliament would never liſten to their petition : How | 


a could they think of ir? A government in every country ſhould be juſt 


xe corporation; and, in chit country, it is made up of the landed in- 
| dereſts which alone has right to be repreſented ; as for the rabble 


Wo hare nothing but”perſphal property, what hold has the nation of 


them? What ſecurity for the payment of their taxes ; they may pack 


bs in their property on their backs, and leave the country is the rl. 
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rit of revolt, and, if what was demanded was not given, te take it by 
force, His' Lordſhip had not the -ſinalleſt doubt that the Jury were, 
like himſelf, convinced of eee, enen 
return ſuch a verdict as would do them honour. N 
The Court retired at two o*clock on Saturday morning, and met 
Sorin ropbetocadatonsadoHaeedhort 8 - 


* 
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VERDICT. „ 


1 Lomvvuton, 4 31, 13 \ 

The above abe having encloſed, made choice of the ſaid Gilbert 

Innes to be their, Chancellor, and the ſaid John Balfour to be their 

Clerk; and having conſidered the criminal libel, raifed and purſued, | 

at the inſtance of his 'Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's e intereſt, 

againſt Thomas Muir, Pannel, the interlocutor of relevancy, pro- 

nounced thereon by the Court, the evidence adduced, in proof of me 

lide!, and the evidence in exculpation; they ire all, in one voice, ? 

| finding the Pannel, Thorkas Muir, Guifty of the crimes Hbelled; un 

_ witneſs thereof their ſaid Chaticellor and Clerk have ſubſcribed theſe © 
. —— — Pie," GE OI 
U roared Place, and date aforefaid. | * 

Signed) Gitta War, Chan. 

e Jan Barron, c 
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The verdict dee webs dek 0 the Ss Jvorice CLixk addreffed © 
the Jury, and faid, That this trial had deen of the greateſt importance. | 
He was happy that" they had beſtowed fo much attention upon it, 
and informed them, that the Court highly approved of the verdit 
they had given. He then deſired their Lordfhips to five their opinion | . 
upon this verdict, ind what punifiinent fhould be inflicted, N B 
FF 
ä Lens Bitnvincins obſerved,” that the ay CM” 
this country was during the courſe of laſt winter, gave uneaſineſs to 
all thinking men: His Lordſhip'faid, that he nom arrived at the molt 
 Lilagreeable part of the duty incumbent upon him, which was to fix | 
the t due to the crime, of which the Pannel was found © 
guiley, The indietment contained a' charge of (edition, exciting 4 
ſpirit of diſcontent among the inferivt claſſes ot people, and an attack 


\ 


EP. t 1 


At the Glavin, Conflittion"of this Sinn the jury, 3 ret! 
dict which they had returned, and to which the Court had alone ro- 
2 had found the Pannel guilty; and it was their Lordſhips duty 
only, nom to fix the puniſhment due to the offence. His Lordſhip 
aid, that he would not dwell upon the evil conſequences of the crimes 
committed by the priſoner. The melancholy example of a neighbour. 


ing country, which would for ever ſtain the page of hiſtory, rendered 


it unneceſſary for him to recapitulate the circumſtances of the caſe. 


In that country, the conſequences of ſuch meaſures have produced- 
every kind of violence, rapine, and murder. 'There appeared, he 


faid, to have been in this country a regular plan of ſeditious meaſures, 


The indecent applauſe which was given to Mr. Muir laſt night, at 
. "the, concluſion of his defence, within theſe walls, unknown to that 
High Court, and inconſiſtent with the ſolemnity which ought to per- 
; ade the adminiſtration of juſtice, and which was.inſulting to the laws 


and dignity of that Court, proved to him, that the ſpirit. of ſedition 
had not ag yet ſubſided. He would not, he ſaid, ſeck to aggravate the 
offence committed by the Pannel, by the miſconduct of others, in or- 


der to increaſe the puniſhment... \The puniſhment to be inflicted is ar- 


ditrary, icht there is a Variety. Baniſhment, he obſerved, would 
be imprope ers as it would. only be ſending to another country, a man, 
where he. might have the opportunity of exciting the ſame ſpirit of 

diſcontent, and ſowing with a plentitul hand ſedition ; whipping, Was 
wo ſevere,, and diſgraceful, the more eſpecially to a man who had bore 


8 . character and rank in life. And impriſonment, he conſidered, 


' would be but a temporary puniſhment, when the criminal would be 


- again; let lodſe ; and ſa, again, diſturb. the happineſs  of., he... People. | 


There remains but one puniſhment in gur law, and it aurung bis ve 
bn to mention it, via. Tragſportation. It was af duty he conſidered - 
heowed, to his countrymen, to prongunog it, in the ſituation in Which 
he ſat, as the puniſhment due to his crimes. .. His Lordſhip obſerued, 
it was extraordinary that a gentle man of his deſcription, of his pro- 
| feſſion, and of the talents he poſſeſſed, ſhould be guilty of a crime de- 
 ferving ſuch a puniſhmeng, but he ſaw. no alternative. For what ſe- 
cupity could we have. againſt bis future operations, ehe 
. from Kis country, to a place where he could da no-faxther harm. His 


: Lordfhip/ was therefore. of opinion, that the, Pagngl, ſhould. be recom- . 


mitted ta priſon, there, to. , remazns till. a proper; opportunity ſhould | 
offer for tranſporting him, to, ſuch place. as his. Majeſty. with the ad- 
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| Hon from the date of the \ he tovld no eur 
within that period under, the pain of death. ES 

Loxy SwinTon,—The crime with which the Pannel is, by the 
y of his country, found guilty, is ſetlition. It is a generic crime, 
| and which is defined by our lawyers to be a commotion. of the people 
without authority, and of exciting others to ſuch commotion againſt 
the public welfare. This crime, he obſerved, conliſted of many gra- 


dations, and might have run from a petty mob, about wages, even to | 


high treaſon. He thought the puniſhment ſhould, be adapted to the 
crime. The queſtion, he ſaid, was then, What was the degree of 
the crime the Pannel has been guilty of? That was to be diſcovered 
from the libel, of which he has been found guilty by the unanimous 
verdict of a reſpectable Jury of his countty. It appeared to him to 
be a crime of the moſt heinous kind, and there was ſcarcely a diſtine- 
tion between it and high rreaſen. As by the diſſolution of the ſocial 
compact it made way for, and ſo i might be ſaid, to include every 
fort of crime, murder, rbbery, rapine, fire-raifing, in ſhort every ſpecies - 
of wrong, public and private. This, he obſerved, was no theoreti- 
cal reaſoning, for we had it exemplified before our eyes, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of France, where, under the pretence of aſſerting liberty, 
the worſt ſort of tyranny was eſtabliſhed, and all the loyal and moral 
ties which bind mankind—were broken. Nay, ſhameful to tell, even 
religion itſelf was wy aſide, and * diſavowed by the National 
Convention. 

Certain . perſons, ei to chenifclved, moſt fallely and 
inſdiouſly, the. reſpectable name of Friends of the People, and of 
Reform, although they deſerved the very oppoſe denomination, by 
which means they have miſled, and drawn after them, a great num- 
der of well-meaning, though ſimple and unwary people. | ; 

If puniſi ment, adequate to the crime, were to be ſought for, thee 
could be found no puniſhment in our law ſufficient for the crime in the 
preſent caſe, now that torture is happily aboliſhed, _ 

By the Roman; law, which is held to be our common Ty dl - 
chere is no ſtatute, the puniſhment was various, and tranſportatiod 
was among the mildeſt mentioned. Paulus, L. 38. Dig: dt Panis, 

writes, Aores ſeditionis et rumultus, populo contitaro, pro qualitare digni- 
tatis, aut in Furcam "rolluntur,. aut beſtiis objictumtur, aut in inſulam depors 
| tantitr,-=We have choſen the mildeſt of theſe puniſhments. By the 
Codex, lib. 9. t. 30. de Seditiofit et his gu plebem contra rempublican au. 
"0 n, 1. 1. K 2. fuch perſons are ſubjectod ad mula gra. 
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non pena feditionis,—And by a cooltitution of the Tad Leo: Sub. 
| dandos autem Penis eis quas de ſeditionis et wumultus auttoribus ren. iſima 
8 decreta s fangerine. : 


| e? 3 
n itte Proviting cumaliunn a c 3 


fofuls, d 


The ſole . obj jeft of potiihment a among us, is only to deter others 
from G the like « crimes. in time coming, .—Therefore the p pu- 


: niſhment ſhould be made equal to the crime. All that 7 is > neceſſary i is 


EE  ETER” 


mn of the like offence. In the preſent caſe, he thought that | 


ranſportation was the lighteſt puniſhment that ebuld be afligned, aud 


Ahat for the ſpace of fourteen years, under the certification of death, 
in caſe, of returning before the expiration of that term, 


Lone DonsiuMxax.—Iis Lordſip ſpoke in ſo low a tone off voice 


that we had not an opportunity of following him throughout the whole 


of his opinion. He, however, agrecd, with the reſt of their Lord- 


. ſhips, . in the 8 which they ſaid Mr. Muir deſerved, Viz, 


Tranſportation for fourteen years, with the uſuaf certification, &c. 
Lon Anencronsy,—His Lordſhip did not think it neceſſary to 


ſay much as to the enormity of the crime, after what had been already 
| ſaid, By our law, it miglit haye amounted to treaſon, and even as. the | 


aw now ſtands, .it came very near it. 
He obſerved, that Mr. Muir laſt night, when Ae his de- 
—.— had ſtated, and which was marked, and it had great weight 


. him, * That the people ſhould be cautious, and by all manner of 


means avoid tumults and diſorders, for through time the maſs. of 
© the people would bring about 'a Revolution.” (Here Mr. Muir 


5 roſe, and ſaid, * I deny it, my Lord, it is totally falſe.”) If any 


could add to the improper nature of the Pannebs defence, it was 
his pretended miſſion 'to Fratice, and the pineſs he expreſſed in 


the circle of acquaintance he had there. Wa. evident, ſaid his 


Lordſkip, that his feclings did too much We Bye the feelings of 


thoſe monſters. —His Lordſhip coincided with the reſt of their 'Lord- 


ſhips, i in regard to the puniſhment, \ which, they had given as their | 


A "Mr. Muir deſerved. 


Wl, Mavic Ctra. His Lorfftp gd, Ne" was" colititerably 
affe ed to 18 the pannel ſtand trial for ſedition, a man who had got 2 
ral education, was member of a reſpectable ſociety pollelled con- 
BR falents, and had ſuſtached a a reſpectable character. His Lord- 
D Cc conkdered the very loweſt ſpecies" of this crime as heinous, and 


che ie » was aggravated — to the W view. ar the ob- 
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e pas important ; for it was creatin lower claſſes of dle, 


ti heſt ſort of ſedition, i is bordering on treaſon, and a little more would 
have g made the Pannel ſtand trial for his life. © _ * : 

His Lordlhip agreed in the propriety of the propoſed punitheicht, 4 
he obſerved, that the indecent” applauſe which was given the Panne! 
laſt night, convinced him, that a Tpirit of diſcontent ſtill Iurked in - of 
minds of the people, and that it would be dangerous to alt6w him to 
remain in this country. His Lordhip faid, this circumſtance had no 
lilo weight with him, when conſidering of the puniſhment Mr. Muir 
deſerved. He N a doubt but tranſportation was the proper 


puniſhment for ſuch a crime, but he only heſitated whether it ſhould ; 


de for life or for the term of fourteen years The latter he prefer- 
red, and he hoped the Pannel would reflect on his paſt conduct, and 
ſee the impropriety which he had committed, and that if he ſhould 
be again reſtored to his country, he might ſtill have an opportunity of 
ſhowing himſelf to be a good member oh that e he 
ſeemed to deſpiſe ſo much. 
After his Lordſhip had delivered his opinion, and during 72 time 
the ſentence was recording, Mr. Muir roſe and ſaid, 
My Lord Juſtice Clerk, I bave only a few words to ſay. I fall not 
animadvert upon the ſeverity or the leniency of my ſentence. Were I to be le 
this moment from the bar 10 the ſcaffold, I ſhould feel the ſame calmneſs and 


ſerenity which I now do. My mind tells me, that I have adted agreeably d 


my conſcience, and that I have engaged in @ good, a juſt, and a glarious 
cauſe—a cauſe which ſooner or later muſt, and will, n and, by a 
 iimely reform, feve this country from deſtruction. 


| ” 
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The Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lords Commiſſioners of the Juſticiary, 


having conſidered the foregoing verdict, whereby the aſſize, all in one 
voice, Find the Pannel GUILT of the crimes libelled : The ſaid 
Lords, in reſpect of the faid verdict, in terms of an act paſſed in the 


25th year of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the more 
4 ene of felons and other offenders in that part 

of Great Britain called Scotland,” ardain and .adjudge that the 
* EG 3 ſaid 


W 


Parr and Gillaisfiftion to government, and this amounti to we : 


* 


: | | 1 * op 
Said Thomas Muir be nenen oss "Seat, n 
Majeſty, with the advice of his Privy Council, ſhall declare and ap. 

point; and that for the ſpace of Fourteen Years from this date, with cer, 

* \tification to him, if after being fo tranſported, he ſhall return to, and 

be found at large, within any part of Great Britain, during the ſaid 

Fourteen Years, without ſome lawful cauſe, and be thereby lawfully 

| convicted, he ſhall ſuffer Death as in caſes of felony, without Benefit 

of Clergy by the Law of England : And ordains the faid Thomas 

"Muir to be rarried back ta the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, therein to be 

1 detained till he is delivered over for being ſo tranſported, for which 
dhis fhall be to all concerned, a ſufficient warrant. 
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| Tas lich day the diet of aha ern beter raiſed and gend be 

⁊t the inſtance of Robert Dundas, Eſq ;. of Arniſton, his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate, for his Majeſty's intereſt, againſt Mr. Thomas Muir, younger, 
of Hunterſhill, Advocate, being called, and thedaid Mr. Thomas Muir, 
having been oftimes called in Court, and three ae the * H 
the Court - houſe, he failed to appear. 

Whereupon his Majeſly's Advocate, moved, as: Lanes Cl. 
. and fugitation might be awarded againſt him; and as he under- 
ſtood that bail had been given ſor his appearance, when apprehehded by 
the Sheriff of the county of Edinburgh, he craved that the en in 

: the bond might be forfeited and recovered. i'r anti ett | 
The Lord Juſtice-Clerk and Lords Commiſſioners of e ” 

eern and adjudge the ſaid Thomas Muir to be an outlaw. and fugitive 

from his. Majeſty's laws, and ordain him to be put to his Highneſs's 
horn, and all his moveable goods and gear to be eſcheat and inbrought 
to his Majeſty's yſe, for his contempt and diſobedience i in not appearing | 
this day and place in the hour of cauſe, to haye underlyen the lau 
ſor the crimes of ſedition, and others ſpecified in the ſaid criminal letters 
raiſed againſt him thereanent, as he who was lawfully. cited to that 


ellect, and oftentimes called in van ard 


„ N . * 


% 


t ne 


the. court-houſe, and failing to appear as ſaid is. And ordain the bond | 
eaution, granted for the appeaxance of the ſaid Mr. Themas Muir, in | 
the Sheriff. court books of Edinburgh, to be forfeited, and the penalty - 
therein contained to be recovered by the Clerk of this Court, to be dif. 


poled.of as the Court ſhall e. pee} 
1 e ROBERT M«QUEEN, J. F. D. 
855 NUNM FER II. | 
| a Edinburgh, the 24 of vun 1701. 

"Two day comprared, injpreſence af John Pringle, Eſq. ad vo. 
cate, his Majeſty's Sheriff-Depute of the ſhire of Edinburgh, Thomas 
Muir, Efq. advocate; who, being examined by the Sheriff, and being 
2 5 interrogated, Whether or not the declarant, inthe month of November | 

laſt, was in the towns of Kirkintilldch, Lennoktown ot Campſie, or 
Milltown of Campſie ? declares, That he declines anfwering any queſ- 
tion in tas pace; as he conſiders a declaration of this kind, obtained in 
theſe circumſtances, to be utterly inconſiſtent with the conſtitutional 
| SightsUf a Britiſh fubject: "That he Has folotunly maimained this princi. 
Pit ik pleading tor others in a criminal court, and that, when/it comes | 
wd be applied to his own particular caſe, as at preſent, he will not devi. 
vlute from it: Declares, That he neither compoſed, publiſhed, nor 
Areulated books or ' pamphlets, ariflamimitory or ſeditious: That, in 

publie and private, he always advited,-and earneſtly -entreated thoſe 
who might be engaged in the profecution of A conſtitutlonal reform, in 
the repreſentation of the people in the Houle of Commons, to adopt 
wmeunſures mild but firm, moderate but conſtitutionalʒ and that he has 

ways inculcated upon all whom he may have addreſſed upon any oc- 

' cafion, that there was no other mode of accompliſhing à gonſtitutional 

reform, in the repreſentation of the people in the Hollſe uf Commons, 
- but by the mode of refpectful and coniftitutional petitions to that Hauſe, 
for that purpoſe: And that he did not deubt but the wiſdom of that 

ANC bfttn'to the voice of the people, when thus conſtitution- 

preferited? And being ſhown | three numbers of a paper,” entitled, 
: — Patriot, the firſt dated, «Pneſday,* April + 7th 1792; the ſecond 
dated, «Tueſday, June rath;““ 3 July zoth,“ 
\withovr mention of the year; and being (interrogated, if he gave theſe 
ee Muiry wender in Kirkintilloch, and vight other 


[ 


„ 4 | numbers 


% 
* 


1 nt ] 1 


numbers of the 7 325g publication? declares, That he 47, to the. 
principles which he has mentioned in the preceding part of this decla- | 


ration, and declines anſwering the queſtion. And being ſhown a 
ntitled, cc The Works of Thomas Paine, Eſq: ” and interrogated, 1 
did not give laid book to Henry Freeland, weaver in Kirkintilloch, 
and firſt Preſes of the Reform Society there? declares, That he adheres 
to his principle, and declines anſwering the queſtion, And being ſhown 
a pamphlet, entitled, * A Declaration of Rights,” and an «« Addreſs 


to the People; and interrogated, Whether or not he gave the afore- 


aid pamphlet to the ſaid Henry Free land 7 declares, That he. declines 


anſwering upon the aforeſaid principle. And being interrogated, 


Whether or not he gave to the aforeſaid Henry Freeland, a book, en- 


titled, 40 Flower on the French Conſtitution * declares, That he de- 
- clines anſwering the queſtion upon the aforeſaid principle ; and all the 
: before-mentioned books are marked as relative hereto, of this date. 


And being interrogated, Whether or not the declarant was a member 


of the Convention which met in Edinburgh, i in the month of December 


laſt, ſtiling themſelves the Convention of the, Aſſociated Friends of the 
People, and produced to that meeting, a paper, entitled « Addreſs 
from the ſociety of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to the Delegates for Re- 


form in Scotland, 23 November 1792,” and moved, that the thanks of the 


meeting ſhould be returned to that Society, for-ſaid Addreſs? Declares 
and declines anſwering the W Ty * aforeſaid ** All 
this he declares to be truth. 


i ese | THOMAS 1. 
Ion NN 


— 


— 


NUMBER in. 


OS. on copr DECLARATION 
4 1 eo 
(GEORGE: WILLIAMSON; 
* 2 At Edinburgb, Aua usr 40, 1199. 


1 


8 ene ee, at Edinburgh, declares, That 


on Friday the ad of Auguſt inſtant, he received a warrant. of the Court 
of Juſticiary, for bringing the perſon of Mr. Thomas Muir, younger 


of Hunterſhill, from the priſon of Stranraer, to the priſon of Edinburgh; 


| 9 of which he went to Stranraer, and arrived there on the 
| morning 


| 6 113 1 | hog 
morning of Sunday the 4th inſtant, when he received the perſon of the 
| | faid Thomas Muir; and he alſo received from Mr. Kerr, one of th 
*-— , magiltrates of Stranraer, a parcel, ſealed and intituled t Papers be- 
= | longing and found on Mr, Thomas Muir, W. R. J. P.“ And which 
packet was ſealed with the ſeal of the burgh of Stranraer, and alſo with 
two ſeals, which he now hears Mr. Muir declare to be his, and which 
parcel he now exhibits, with the ſeals entire. | 
And the foreſaid parcel having been opened, in preſence of ihe ſaid 
ſheriff ſubſtitute, Hugh Warrender, Eſq; Mr, William Scott, Procu- 
rator Fiſcal of the thire of Edinburgh, George Williamſon, niefſenger 
An” Edinburgh, and Joſeph Mack, writer, Sheriff Clerk's Office ; and 
alfo, in preſence of Mr. Thomas Muir, who admitted, that this was the 
parcel containing the articles belonging to him, which were ſealed up 
by the magiſtrates of Stranragrs and to which he then affixed his ſeals, 
aud which he obſerved to be entire, previous _ its being opened la his 
1 The fame was found to contain: ek | 
1. Teh copies of a nia entitled, ala of the Society 
1 of United Iriſhmen of Dublin. Dublin, printed by order of the: 
Society, 1793. "oh 
2. A prigted . the trial, at eg of Samuel Buſby, and Judith 
his wife. 
1 3. Twenty-nine copies of a et paper, entitled, . United Iriſh- 
= . men of Dublin, 7th June 1793, being an Addreſs from the Ca. 
YH  tholic Committee to their Catholic Countrymen. | 


_. Fc Five copies of another printed paper, being . Reſolutions of the 
_ . Society of United Iriſhmen, held on the 1 5th of July.“ 


68. Twenty-two copies of a paper, pu purporting to be an abſtract of the 

| trial of Francis Graham, Eſq 3 one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 
Peace for the county of Dublin, on the Lis J July 1793» before the 

Hon, ber bg mh M | ; 2" W pF > 


| 


6. A printed c y of an at to prevent tumultuous rings ke. of the 
at Geo. printed Dublin, 2/8777. 
. Mighty wur beepien of a privted; paper, dated, © Rath Coffey, 
- 4 2541 pave Ju d ee nee e tes 00. 2 
* 8 pms igned J. Mair, dae cc abt” 71 100 1593 FM 
a ys ning 1 Dear Sir, but 3 n J e 


ä—[——̃ —— 


* 


— 


[ 

; | t mn) 
9. Letter, ſigned Thomas Muir, and addreſſed to Captain Gees ; 
Towers, of the American ſhip, the Hope, from Baltimore; cafe 
of Meſſrs. Cunningham, and Co. merchants * * 5 
| Dublin, 27th July, 1793. 8 OR : * + A725 
10. A Red Turkey Pocket-book, containing: 
A paſſport from the Department of Paris, in favourofcitizen Tho- Fight 

mas Muir, dated 23d April, 1793, having re the back a an in. 
dorſement, dated zth May 79 — * 
2. Receipt by A. M Dougal to Mr. Muir, for goo lives: for his 
paſſage in the cabin of the ſhip from Havre-de--Grace, to the. 
Port of New Vork, dated Havre: de- Grace, 16th May, 1793. | 
5 Certificate that Thomas Muir has been duly elected one of the 

members of the Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, dated lit 
January, 1793, ſigned Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary. | 


4. Sealed letter, Girefted, The Rev. Thomas ns Palmer, 
| Edinburgh. ” 


8. Ditto, directed © Norman M*Leod, Eſa; N. P. Scotland. 15 

6. Ditto, directed 4 to Mrs. e at Dr. M. Cormick e st. 

Andrew's, Scotland. 49 

7. Another paſſport, of the en of Calais, in favour of citl- 0 
zen Thomas Muir, dated 15th January, 1793. | 

1. Paſſport of the Commiſſary of the Section of the "Thuilkeries, in a 


3 


favour of citizen Thomas Muir, dated 4th May, 1793 
. Declaration of ee, dated 3d April 1793, in favour of Tho- 
mas Muir. 


19. Letter, ſigned D. eme, ured, No. 52. — a 
London, February 1ſt. 

| 1ſt, (Addreſſed) John Hurford Stone, Eſq; * Told Muir; Eſq; 
12 No. 9 99 · Palais Royal, Paris. 
1. Letter, figned James Campbell, dated No. 10. st. Adres 
Square, Edinburgh, . 26th January 1793} Au to Thomas 
Muir, Eſq; younger, of Hunterſhill. | | 

12. Letter, ſigned D. Stewart, dated, 53. Frith: :ftiroet, Seth 394 

Addreſſed, Thamas Muir, Eſq; A to * . * 
Hurford Stone, Eſq; Paris. ' 

U A Letter, ſigned W. Skirving, without ante, addrefſet to Tho- 
* Big CER of Hunterſhill, ES: | 
Q WR 


- 


OY t 1 1 | IS 
R CERTIFICATE. 


| Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin 21 eee ee that Tho. 
/ mas Muir has been duly elected, and having taken the Teſt, provided 
in the C onſlitution, has been admitted a member of this Society. 


j 4 n eee e I 


No. 205, ERS: 
Jun. ls 1793. 8 


On 6 the margin of the original i the gue of 4 har, ih this 
motto, « 17 is new frung, and ſtall be heard.” | 


- Which whole pieces of writings, printed papers, 3 were 
Hd by the initials of the Sheriff- ſubſtitute, Mr. Scott, George Wil. 
- liamſon,' and Joſeph. Mack, of this date; and thoſe taken out of the 
: pocket. bock, were again replaced in the pocket book and the whole 
of the ſaid writings, Kc. were alſo ſigned with the initials of Vir. Muir, | 
excepting the three ſealed letters, which he declined to ut his initials 
to, in regard he did not conſider them as his property. fle further re- 
quired that the Sheriff. ſubſtitute ſhould immediately tranſmit theſe three 
letters to the reſpective perſons to whom they are addreſſed, as any 
other proceeding v would be a violation of the private rights and property 
of the perſons to whom they belong. Scan, on the part of the Public 
| Proſecutor, repreſented, that this laſt requeſt cannot in his opinion be 
complied with, ſeeing theſe letters, with the other papers in the ſealed 
parcel, were tranſmitted to this office under warrant of the Court of 
Juſticiary, for the N being inſpected. ; 
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1 RECEIPT or CAPTAIN. Mi DOUGAL, | 


For Mr. Mvu1R's paſſge from Havre-de-Grace 10 New York. 


Recnvay from Mr. Muir, the ſum e of nine hundred lives, for his 
85 in the cabin of the ſhip, from Havre-de- -Grace to the port of 


* 


ago in n finding Aan with all ſores. 
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48 NUMBER = S ee 
PASS PORT AT PARIS: | * 


- - p 


REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE, | 
DEPARTMENT DE PARIS. | 


Paſſeport dilivors en execution de la loi du 7 Decomber 1782, Tan * 
J Republique Frangaiſe. 5 | 
Vu Pavis du Conf general de la Commune de Paris, laifſez paſſer . 
le citoyen Thomas Muir, allant a Philadelphie, domicilié a Paris, 
municipalité de Paris, departement de Paris, natif d'Ecofſe, homme 
de loi, agé de vingt huit ans, taille de 5 pieds 3 pouces, cheveux et 
ſourcils chatain, yeux bleux, nez aquilin, bouche moyenne, menton 
rond, front haut, 6A a 
beſoin. 
Fait en direQoire, le 23 Avril mil ſept cent quatre vingt Galen] * 
an deuxieme de la Re publique Franęaiſe; et a ledit citoyen Muir ſgne 
avec nous adminiſtrateurs compoſant le TITER du Departement de 
Faris. — 


” Dubois. : . M guefed. 
SR E. 5. B. Maillort. 


vn par nois Miniſtres des Aﬀaires Eſtrangeres, e 


Kroll Ly an me de la PN. | © 
| | 1 Le Brun, 


| Ma a : 


NUMBER VL 
PASSPORT, AT CALALS,, * 


| ReyonLIE FRANCAISE; 1 
A NOM DE LA LOL. e 12 
eee Ab Pur-ae-ulets, M, duft c. 


Latspz, paſſer le citoyen Thomas Muir, Ecoſſaie, domicilé a Paine 
vargh, moan a — diſtrict de — department wen 
. 5 


: 


* 8 


- — — pa——_—— — 


ts 1 


.de * ans, taille de 5 pieds 3 pouces, cheveux, fourcile, chatain, yeux 
bleus, nez aquilin, bouche moyenne_rmetiton rond, front rond, viſage 
et long et plein; et pretez-lui aide et aſſiſtance en cas de e allant 
en France, et due a l'etranger. 

Delivré en la Maiſon Commune de Calais, le 15 1 anvierg1793, Pan 
premier de la Republique 1 8 85 ö 


} 99 Muir. 


. Mauſfy, Officier Municipal. 
; Cellierboullie, Secretaire et Greffier z 
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NUMBER VII. 


r „ 


FROM ]. MUIR, TO CAPT. GEORGE TOWERS. 


| 


Gage, 2ſt . 1 


Dax i 3 7 
1 am at 3 very great loſs 8 to anſwer der leiter, as it's not 


underſtood by me; but if it's the friend that 1 have, if it's he, I would 


be overjoyed to ſee his hand-writing, and to know what has become 
of him theſe, three months. I thought he had been at Philadelphia 
ere now, where letters are forwarded-for him and if you are to ſtay 


any time at Belfaſt be ſo kind as to write in courſe, and I will come 


over and ſee you and him. You can write the time you mean to ſtay, 


Mr. John Richatdſon, a ſon of Deacon James Richardſon, I faw him 


this week at Greenock, where he is to fail in the Almy of New-York 
directly, who has two pacquets of letters for him; and there is many 
letters wrote for him to the firſt people in America. And once he 


XA were there he'll get letters to General\Waſhington ; and I hope, dear 
Sir, you'll ſhew him every civility in your power, which I hope ſome 
Gay gratefully to thank you for it; There is a trunk alſo in the Almy 


| Se ws, which Ms. r. into N Only 
850 * ſincerely 


I 


2 
z 


„ | 
I Shcerely with —— x 
WW And n, Yau 


Dran SIR, 
7 Your moſt humble Servant, 
J. MUIR, 


If it's the perſon I mean, a couſin of his, William Muir, formerly 
ef Leith, is lying at Philadelphia, His ſhip is an American bottom. 
The loſs of this young man has been a dreadful affliction tous. Pleaſe 
give our friend this letter. I honoured his draft in favours of Mr. 
Maſey. He'll get his letters at the poſt- office in Philadelphia. 

I hope in a year or two he can return, if he doth not love America; 
and be ſo good as cauſe him write me one line in your letter. Tu 
can direct it; and 1 mn it, run 
. | 


4 


NUMBER VIII. 
LETTER 


. 


FROM TOM AS Mora, 10 CAPT. GEORGE TOWERS. 


| 
235 ö | Dublin, 27th v. 11. 

"©. . * ; 
This day I received your's, and, will be donn upon Tockday evening. 
I have taken my place in the coach for to-morrow. I am happy te 
hear my friends are well, I will write them from Belfaſt. Of this 


| 1 1 give them information. I am, 


Dax Sta, 
Your reſpectful Friend, 
" i 3d 2238 MUIR. 
e George Towers | „ | 

0 Grey To —_— 00-4 * N 4 a 

from — 2 A aged. 4 17 2 

. Meſſrs. Cunningham, and | © Leh, Hits 

8. merchants, Belfaſt. 
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NUMBER 11. 


1 ae 

FROM 1 MR. MUIR 70 MR. CAMPBELL, WRITER TO THR 
670 © ONE, NORTON bo hp Fat 

58 ee e , en N. 1798. 


4m E 


I wrote you from Calais: Si Mt a eo 
your anſwer. Write me fully about my private affairs, but about 
ns Whenever you and my friends judge it expedient or 
proper, I wHl immediately return, but 1 cannot leave Paris without 
' regret. I am honoured by the notice and friendſhip of an amiable and 
* diſtinguiſhed circle, and do a friend of humanity it affords much conſola- 
tion, to find according feelings in a foreign land. Preſent my beſt wiſhes 
to all our friends, tꝙ Meſſrs. Johnſton, Skirving, Moffat, Buchanan, 
c. Intreat you to find means to ſend over the numbers of the two 
Edinburgh Newſpapers. The London papers come here but irregu- 
Larty, One wiſhes to know what is going on at home; but tell my 
triends, jt is only through the channel of newſpapers I can receive 
chat intelligence. Write me under the following cover, Au Cimen de 
Caudile, botel de Toulon, No. I. rue des Fofſes du Temple. Communicate 
this addreſs to all my friends. Inform them no letter can reach me, if 


S „ 
„ : 
«> Ha ” Duan S. A | mY 


Et RR 353 


p. S. My compliments to Mr. —— 
* TEE . 
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NUMBER 14 TR 
$ECOND LETTER. = 
FROM Me an 0 1. carb 


Naas sin, 


* have written you frequently, whenever you think < proper I hal | 


1. At the ſame time, honoured as I am by the civilities and at- 
tention of many amiable characters,; it would be with reluctance I could 


gut! Paris for a month or two. About my private buſi 6 weigh * | 


but not a word en any other ſubject, - Remember me to 'Joh 


Skirving, Moſfat, &c. Tell them no diſtance of ſpace ſhall obliterate 


my recollection of them. Write me punctually, I intreat you. 
Cauſe them likewiſe write me. Omit no poſt. My addreſs is under 


cover, * Gadil ann W ho 


S 
3 


129 ; 
© Youry, de. 
onthe © * THOMAS MPR. . 
Paris, 21th Jun. MA | 
* 1793+ 8 7 eV © et wats 
1 mier to „% aaa yd 
| eee 5 . x 855 


1 


(nodath 12 1 222 
ys FROM MR. XFUrOap TO, MR. cena. 


s, | 
| have to acknowledge the EE 
. I did not loſe a moment in finding a. laſe and 


ſpeedy convey ance to him at Faris for your letters, and thoſe of his 
ether Friends in Scotland, ent to.my cave. I delayed from day to day 


in the perpetual expectation of ſeeing Mr. Muir here on his return. 5 
Ir nom honerer, becoms decefiry for me to inform yous tha he is 


+ 


CRT rigs oY 10 

wot yet come p and, conſidering the extreme anxiety which he muſt haye - 
felt to return as ſoon, as poſſibie, think it very probable that this 
gelay ought to be aſcribed to the embargo laid on the veſſels in the 
ports of France, which may perhaps have rendered it impoſlible for 
him, though eyen at Calais, to make his pegs to England. I think 


this probability at leaſt ſufficiently great to be pleaded for a delay of his 
trial, and it is to enable you and his friends to- make any uſe of it that 
vou may think fit, that I have now g it ers to ene 
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WII ian Dazxvax, Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Sec. 


c We take the liberty. of addreſſing yau, in the ſpirit of civic union, 
in the fellowſhip of a juſt and a common cauſe, We greatly, rejoice 
© that the fpirit of freedom moves over the ſurface of Scotland that 

light ſeems to break from the chaos of her internal goverpment ; 

and that a country fo reſpectaple for her attainments in ſeience, in 

Darts, and in arms; for men of literary eminence; for the intelligence 

and morality of her people, now acts from : a convicklon of the union 

between virtue, letters, and liberty: and, now riſes t6 diſtinQtion, 

bot by à calm, contented, ſecret wiſh for a Reform in Parliament, 
d by openly, aftively, and urgently willing it with the unity and | 

„ energy of an embodied nation. We rejoice. that you do hot conſider 

- 14 7 3 | | ; yourſelyes 
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„ yourſelves as merged 5 melted don into another country, but 
© that in this great national queſlion, you are ſtill Scotland, 
the land where. dee en, YON e 
fought. .. 757 
Away from us and 3 our children thoſe * pb 
unworthy of the manhood of nations, which inſulate. individuals as wet 


as countries, and drive the citizen back to the ſavage. + We elteemand / ; 


we reſpect yau. We pay merited hongux to à nation is general well 
educated and well informed, becauſe we know that the ignorance uf 
the people i is the cauſe and effect of all civil and religious deſpotiſm. 
We honour. a nation regular in their hives, and ſtrict in their manners, 
becauſe we. conceive private morality to be the only ſecure foundation - 
of public policy. We honour a nation eminent for men of genius, ard 
we truſt that they will now. exert themſelves not ſo much in peruſing . 
and penning the Hiſtories. of other countries, as in making their dunn 
a ſubjett for the hiſtorian. May. we venture to obſerve to them, that 
mankind have been too retroſpet᷑tive; canonized antiquity, and under - 
valued themſelves. Man has repoſed on ruins, and reſted his head on 
ſome fragments of the temple of liberty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf In 
paving. the meaſurement of the edifice, and nicely limiting its propor- 
tions; not teflecting that this temple is truly Catholic, the nnn 
its area, and. the arch of heaven in he 1 % % r att ls 
982 We will lay- en to pu our hearts. Our cauſe js your canſe<s-. 
Ik chere is to be a ſtruggle between us, let it be which nation ſhall 
ade foremoſt in the race of mind: let this be the noble animoſity 
( kindled between us. ho ſhall firſt attain that free conſſ itution from 
4 which, bath are ww digen who ſhall why e pr of the 
empire. 70 1 232 * 
4 + The ſenſe G to os bende e 
© of the conſtitution has been clearly mani feſtede asd proves, that 
« our political ſituationꝭ are not diſſimilar; that ou rights and wrongs, 
are the ſame.” Out of 33 counties, in Ireland, 29 petkjoned for a 
Reform in Parliament and out of 5& of the Royal Burgba in Scot- 
land, ge petitioned for a Reform in their internal ſuukture and go-- 
vernment. If we be rightly informed, there is nd ſuch thing das | 
popular election in Scotland. The people who\ought to poſſeſa that 
_ veight in the popular ſcale, which might bind them to the ſoil, and 
wake them cling to the conſtitution, are now as duſt in the balance, 
blown abroad by the leaſt impulſe, and ſcattered through other odun- 
tries, merely hecauſe they, hang. o loaſely to their own, They han 
. hare in the national Firm, and are aggrieved net only by _— and 
KR Ulegal 


Th hs f.m 2 i 
| Allegat exaQtion of taxes; by miſrule znd miſmanagement of corpora. 
tiene f by miſtondut of ſelf. elected and irreſponſible magiſtrates ; by 
waſte of pablic property; and by waiit of compe tem judicatures ; but but, 
i ohr opinion oft of all; by en inadequrite Parliamentary repreſen. 
tation — for, we aſſert, that 45 Commoners, and 16 Peers, are 4 pitiful 
_ repreſentation for two"millidiis, and 2 half of people; particularly as 
Four Commoners conſider themſelves, not as the repreſentatives of that 
— but of the Councils of the'Burghs by whom they are elected. 
Exeluſive charters in fayour of Boroughs, monopolize- the general 
8 of the people, and that act muſt be abſurd which precludes ali 
92 Ar tons from the power of being reſtored to their ancient freedom. 
We remember that ' heritable juriſdictions and feudal privile, 
-Ghoiigh expreſsly reſerved by the net of union (29th art.) were ſet a 
by act of Farliamept in 1746, and we think that there is much ſtronget 
round at preſent, for reſtoring to the maſs of the people their alte. 
err u a and to the Conſtitution its fpirit and its integrity, 
Lock now, we pray you, upon Ireland. Long eee 
An the prey of prejudiced factions and ferocious parties. The richts 
or rather duties of conqueſt were dreadfully-abuſed, and the Catholic 
© {eligion was made the perpetual pretext for ſubiecłing the Hate by an. 
- Nibilating the citizen, and deſtroying not the religious perfitaGon but 
abe man] not popery, but the people. It vs not till very lately, 
that the part of the nation, which is trufy'<olojnial, 'refledted, that 
though their anceſtors had been victorious they memſel tes were now 
_ [Included in the general ſubjeftiony ſubduing only to be ſubdued, and 
ctampled upon, by Britaih as a ſervile dependency,” Wen therefore 
© 0 the Proteſtatits hetzen 4 ſeffer what the *Catholics” had-tulfered and 
- were ſufſering when from ſerving ad the'anſtfument# they were 
Wade themſelves the objects of foreign domination, then they decame 
- conſcious they had d cõ,̊ry F and then Helt—an: Ireland: +They 
reſiſted Britiſh domino re nouneed colonial ſublervience, and fol- 
- lowing" the examply of a Catholic" Parliament juſt a cefituxy! before, 
ey aſſerted” the "exthiive Jariſaiftion' and legidatixe competency of 
_ - (4his idand. A fudden light" from America ſhone through our priſon. 
Our Volonteere aroſe. The thains fel} from our hands, We follow- 
8 eee the angel of ou? delfverence, and in 1782 Ireland ceaſed 
to be a province, and berame a nation But, with reaſon, mould we de- 
- ſpiſe and renounes tx Revolution, ak merely « tranſient burſt through, 
r bed habk; the ſudden graſp" of ' necelſity in Ueipaix, from tyranny in 
digtreſt, did we not believe that the Revolution is MN n rin; that it 
| e and ſhining. 548 of 45, than a ſeries of national im. 
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we herald; of liberty and Llory, of.Catholic emancipation, as well as 


proteſtant independence; that, in ſhoxt this Revolution indicates new 
principles, foreruns new practices, and lays | a foundation for advan- 3 


cing the-wbole peaphe highes in the ele of being, and Teber 3 


and permanent happiveſs, 44 rs 
Haan Mee en Ns es, but ia elnce g ed t 


kad.” Firſt it was farce, and on the gvbne of-the late olujien. if - 


ſuently 


decame influence < direct hoſtility ſhifted. into ſyſtematic. corruptiong. - | 
wing off tlie virtue and vigour of the iſland, without ſhock 7 © 
or exploſion. Corruption, that glides into every place, rempts every | 
perſon, wants every principle infects the political ming through all” f i = 
ats relations. and dependenciesz ſo regardleſs. of | public; character as 


: 8 


price of ſuch proſtitution; To regardleſs of public, moraſity, in 


_ palize: the licentiouſneſs of the loweſt and moſt pernicious, gambling, 
and to extract a calamitous reveitie from the.jnfatugtion ang jotoziens 


counteradt this plan of debilitating policy, but a xadical reform, in che 
houſe of the, people, and that without Tuch reform the Revolution, iaſelf 
_ was Going gd daulive, The: wheel merely. turned rgund, but it 

did not mqre forward, and they were as diſtant as ever from the goal, - 


tion of. the people... ! #4 24+ n. A Seat 
The Proteſtants of Ireland were bon ſenile that r 1 


They 'reſofved>—Phey: coe They met. with arms—They-. met 
without them They petitioned. ., But all In vaig-for.they, were . 


a portion of the people. They then looked around add bebeid their 


cuholic countrymen · Three milligns—we repeat here e 


ured without beit repreſented, bodnd by laws to which they had pot 


given conſent, and politically:lead im thei, bative land. r 
of the gatholic mind changed into Hmpathy,;and, that 
of ſentiment. and action. They had. eyes, and they. rend. They had. 
eats, and they liſtened. They had: hearte, and hen felt. Thin i, 


Give u our rights s you value (your! avi.» Geke d ham of. - 


civitand polidcal liberty, che-ejedive fracghile,, and the triglby:jorp. 


* 


Treat ut as men, and we full treat vou as brothers: r 


dut repreſentatiom a grievance to chree millions acroſs the Atlantic, fr | Þ | 
and no! grievance to! three millions . your! doors N Them down, 7 6 
wat pale of perſevutiony which fall keeps up civil war in Ireland - 
„We mall chea Land, ſuppörting an , 
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. ported, in the aﬀfertiby of it ber hich is due, to av, * which 
3 un mould Unite to Aktalm. . N 1 
it was julkand" immediately a Srideiple of ls took plate fot 
mme gik time among the inhabitants of Treland- All religious perſua- 
Kone found in a politic avlon' their common duty and their common 
lest. In this ſociety and its affiliated ſocieties, the Catholic and 
the Preſby terian are at this inſtant holding out their hands and open. 
Ing their hearty to euch other, agreeing in principles, concurring in 
bretice. We unite for immediate, ample, ind Yubſtantial juſtice to 
the Cathalicz, and when that is attained, a combined exertion for 1 
— Reform in Parliament is the condition of our comp, and the- "ſeal of 
Bs dear commute.” 1. © ys oft eve ty 
- 1:5 Batith ee takes Latin” The hanghry mondpos of na. 
Modal power and common right, who erouch abroad to domineer at 
i , now look with more ſurpriſe and lefs contempt on this . be. 
mattd“ pepe. A new!lurrifice/is adopted, and that'reftlefs domina- 
| Unfwhich, at firſt; ruled ac open war, by the Tength' of the ſwordz 
25 men us covert corruption, by the ſtrength of the poifon ; now af. 
3 ſumes the ſtile and title of Proteſtant Aſcendaney; calls down the 
dame er renzen kram heüven to ey difcord on earth; to rule by 
| | | Unlatchy, to keep ü diſtruſt and antpathy among parties, among per. 
: Aualigns, amnody families, fiay ro make the paſſions of the individual 
: ſeuggle, like Cainand Abel, In the very home of the heart, and to 
- edivert' every little pahry necEfity chat actident, infolence;” or er- 
Bavagande bring upon a mam into a patiger fuk the eee of his 
- Honeſtz/an#the murder" of his repttation, 77 
. 3-26 We will tot be che depes of ſugh'tlgnoble axtifices, - We ſee this 
nbeme of trengthempg politieal perfecution and fate inquiſtion, 
a freſh iuluſton of religious fanntieiſm ; bot we will unite and ve 
vu ve ſree ·¶ Uninerſat Emancipation aui Repioſentaricve Legiflature is 
ve potar prineiple whit h guides but Society and all guide it 
I chtreuqh ab ehe tmult of factions and Huctustiuns of It is 
estas a twällrion of -oppolition with mfhiſtry that depend, bur h 
rn of: Iriſhmen with Irihmen, and in that coalition 
_onalatdivie finu ad object worthy o reform, and at the ſame time de 
_ «ifirengttvand; lnew/botty ta attain an ſacure it. It is got upon ex · 
| cirourhdtances, upon the pledge -of man or miniſter, we de» 
i A hund but uren the interpab energy of the Iriſh -pation, We will 
not buy or borrow liberty from America or from France, but ma- 
rr up with thaſe materials that he 


4 richmen „ We 79 1976. 
i ON? | | 00 


Range Node! 2 


& 


. 


1 7 , * 
* 
= 
l 


£4 and man can mend. An unalterable Conſtitution, whatever be its 


4 ple which ought to be inviolable, and it is time to recognize and re- 


Whale people. Let this union extend thrbughout the: Empires: Ter 
All uaite for all, or each man ſuffer for all. In each county let Ah. 


ſuustion ang cirxumſtaace of their re ſpectiye nations, and let the Le- 


Vu have our ideas-, . in dcr dee 
A time 401 proc raſtinate: Vour illuſtrious Fletcher has ſaid that the 
_  +liherties-of a, pgople ue not to be ſecured, without paſſing through 
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t the Britiſh, far leſs the Iriſh and.” as ſent down from hens 
ven, but we conſider it as human workmanſhip, which man has made 


4 x 
2 
* 


nature, muſt/ be deſpgfBiſih;” It is ot the Conſtitution but the Peo- 


_ © novate the rights of the Engliſh, the Scotch, and the Iriſh nations. 
Rights which can neither be bonght-or;;ſold; granted by charter, or 
foreſtalled by monopoly, but which nature dictates as the virthright 
of all; and which it is the bufinels of a conſtitution "define; Wen. 
force, ang to eſtabliſh. If Government has a ſincere regard for the 
 lafety, of the, conſtitution, let them coincide with the people ia the 
ſpeedy reform of its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate adherence to 
dem, dive that people, inte Repyblicaniſms!: }- _-(15 +» oſs cot? 
1 Werhave-told you what our ſituation was, what-it is, what it aught 
e aur end, a National Legiſlature 3 our means, an union a the | 


people aſſembie in peaceful and conſtitutional. Convention. Lee. 
gates from; each country digeſt a plan of reform, beſt adapted to-the 


gillatures be petitioned at once by the en n voice of 
England, Scotland, ang Ixeland. 


greatidiffeulties 3 and ng toil or labour ought to be declined to pre- 
* ſerve a nation from avery. He ſpoke well; and we add, that it i. 
« incumbent on every nation who adventures into a conflict for free 


= dom, to remember it is , che crent (however abſurdly) depends I 


the eſtimation. of public opinion; honour and immortality, if fortu- 
nate; if otherwiſe, inflitny” and; oblivion.” Let this check the raſh» 
© neſs that ruſhes unadviſedly into dhe commiteal of national charktter, , 
© or if that be already 1 * the ſame conſideration impel us all to 
witk active nor galive: verance, with manly-confidence 
5 2 94 aged equal ſcorn at the bluſter of 
« official arrogangeg and the whiſper of private male volence, until we 
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Vpon the he ee mene - I;rectived letters from 
mp takers aud from thy agent," Mei Campbell, informing" me that an 


” wude wan preferred: againſt me; that my trial was fixed for Mon. 
ui the” reth inflant;;-the diſtance,” and the ſhortneſs of the time; co 
unt pee me tb reach Edinburgh by that day. War is declared be-. 
en Sugland and Frahee, and the formalities requimte to be gone 
1 procure my paſſport, d at leaſt habe con- 
1 vin return to Scotland wiehicut delay Tochtink 
———ů— my ow Haracter, und your confi 


dence; I dare challenge the moſt minute inveſtigatton of my Public | 


Spee condüct. Armed with innocencyy* I appeal 10 zuſtiee 3 
e Main to fupplicate fiyoars. I have haſtened to give yow ah 
abcornt of my intention K* ath Happy that u private gende man, 
Whotaves Paris wer morrom, afford 5 me- un oppornanity for the cam 


La. 34 Dels (119 4 watt 31 nme x #01324 4 591 * 


e C ͤ „bbb 4s 7 1b uns 5 52 


_ 8252995 (445% BIR wo r J T To ths M43 ; I ett? 9 


* | CH ag 


unt i 4207021059 Sn UW e e Set 0 ee T's 2d; 
9 { 

7 I 7th 4 

adi iet hou r vl | xs ed) en 


57.162 * 


* .ag 0 


ot ils $1121 HIT 41.4 7 
5: ©: PROM W-'SRIRVINGHrO | 5. errwank x ba, * - 
h: Wat 5 3» N20 0 LY RT 2 (8/69 Hoe” 


; 


4M 4. nt ele No. 52, Biber, Saba 1 + + Bs, 2 I 
werrr ber de. rut sbefirr oy A1 or rut tert. 


4 — 2 Set ? 
5 


3 baue 84.6 1253. % 
8 N sin, f 


übt ee have wrote you on Mes give your 4 4 the 
9 the — which you — \ 


— 

Py 
of 
" 


| . 12 1 | 
. Mr. Muir's trial, has been thrown upon them. 1 
deen able to command u fettled thought fince the alarming j iTae of chas 
| aftoniſhing trial,” I. never had a higher "opinion of any perſgn's inte- 
viity, uprightnefs, and Philanthropy ; nor is it diminiſhed, but i in 
creaſed.” The feelings which I muff therefore have had, fince ſince, thay. 
event, will plead my excuſe with men of feeling, un 
In the evidence which 1 was called on to give, r ſtated the reaſon 
for his going ta "London, and that 1 had received a letter from Mr, 
Muir, when at Londoht, explaining the's auſe of his proceeding to Pa, 
ris; which letter 1 was very ſorry that I could not prodce, though I 
had preſerved it care fully. Being deſired to Gate, if I could recollect. 
the reaſon which Mr. Muir allighed in that letter for Bis jo 
Paris, I faid, that it was the opinion of friends, that if Mr. Muir wa 
go'to Paris, he might have great influence with many to der the 
ſentence of the French King. Theſe friends were taken for your. So- 
ciety ; and much freedom was uſed to reprobate both the Society of 
the Friends of the People in London, for preſuming to ſend a miſſion- 
ary into another country, and Mr. Muir, for accepting ſuch commil+ . 
fon. But 1 declare, upon my honour, that the thought of his being 
ſent by the Society of the Friends of the People in London, never 
came into my mind : and if I expreſſed my ſelf ſo, which it is iR 
able I could dg, T'exprefſed a falſchood ; and which 1 een 
anten, In this manner to contradict. 
"yrs mann with aſtoniſping manlineſs. cen 


rial, nghtion is made of my having been committed to priſori for 


in ſo far as-they't 
me, in juſtice to 
candid ſtatement of the whole matter. , 

Being called to the bar of the Court, and having taken the oath ta 
tell the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, I was interrogated, 
« Has any-perſon inſtructed you what you ſhould ſay?ꝰ I anſwered, 


2 


« „ 

1 wr 25 Sir Jour 5 humble ſervant, | 

9 e w. <KIRVING, * 
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; Kan 1 accounts which have bren publiſked of Mr, Muir's | 


prevarication, or an attempt to conceal the truth. Theſe accounts, 3 
me, being defective, I think it incumbent upon 
ſelf and my character, to valet the public with a 


| None; but mented that ſeveral perſons had deſired me to tell the I 
truth, OM 


* 


